Rr EA , HA 
9855 0 A 


m WORKS OF wut THOMAS, 


* CLERK OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL IN 
— YEAR 1 1549. "A 8 


- Conſiſting of a very curious and ten = 
cial Account of the Reign of King Henry 
, the Eight, in which the cauſes of the 2 8} 
|; Reformation are moſt particularly - "of 1 
: and candidly exhibited. ; | 11 


ro WHICH ARE ADDED; Sh 4 

r e er 14 

Six days on queſtions of great moment to the 3] 
ſtate, written bythe ſame authox. at the com- "2 

mand and for the private in mation 

Re of King Edward the Sixth. r 

ö 22 : 
ol 4 Tha whale literally tranſcribed from 5 „ 


luable and original Manuſeript, in the 
Cotton Library; with notes: 


u ABRAHAM D'AUBAN Ty Efq: 


Nemo fibi tantum errat, ſed alii erraris cauſa et auctor ef{— 
verſatque nos & precipitat traditus per manus error, alieniſqyue — © 
perimus exemplis, Sanabimur, ſi mods ſeparemur a catu. x WA 
* 5 4 Seneca de vita beatz, cap. 11 


LOND ON, * 
Printed for J. Al uon, oppoſite Burlington -Honſe, * 


| ** 
| SF * 9 
® 3 
| 5 2 
j =; 4 | 


RELA CE 
of the Eviron. 


II is an indelible reproach to the 
1 Romiſh Religion, that it per- 
mits the practice of immorality and 
erime. The moſt abandoned and 
nefarious wretch' may think himſelf 
ſecure of heaven, if he be à verita- 
ble roman catholic: He may grati- 
ty every unlawful and depraved de- 
ſire, violate every tie divine and hu- 
man; and when the hour of death 

approaches, he hath nothing more 

to do than utterly diſclaim thoſe 
vices he no longer can commit, re- 
pent of all the miſchiefs he hath done 
ſociety, and bequeath his ill acquir- 
ed treaſure to the church; for then 
a perfect abſolution and remiſſion of 


2 his 
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his fins is given, and he expires in 
the ple aſſurance of enjoying fu- 
ture endleſs happineſs. A religion 
fo very favorable to vice, was eaſily 
received by men whoſe paſſions made 
them wiſh it might be true; parti- 
_ cularly in the dark ages of ignorance, 
when the mind Bhs * by let- 
ters was totally in prey to ſenſuality. 
It was a true religion” becauſe it ſuf- | 
ſered them to live without reſtraint, | ag; 
and there was no ſuperſtition in it that pre 
however glaring that could make it- | N 
ſelf perceptible, Its fallacy and in- 
eptitude were unobſerved ; and in- 
- ventions purely human, when made 
ineomprehenſible, received the ve- 
nerable name of myſteries; and as 
ſuch were not to be prophaned by ra- 
tional inveſtigation. In ſuch. times 
men under the influence of a deſign- 
ing prieſthood, offered their pray- 
ers and fortunes with equal tervor 
and profuhon, to the firſt Poſt or 


Pope 


| impartiug an eternity of joy. 


nually changing. 
; againſt which the ſupteriie being had 


rere. in 


they met. They could behold 
a x pas laboting like theasſelves be- 


ntath d badef mite, withous one 


fürgle ehartaRet of divinity ; and yet - 
unplletely believe he had a power of 


They eould believe i man to be in- 
fülkble, 'Whole deeiſions were eonti- 
They were elear- 


ly eenvineed, that all thoſe crimes 


prenouheed irrevoeable doom; ; might 


| be pardoried for a fee. 


They could 


ambition veil- 


ed == the title of extreme humility, 


to trample on a proſtrate monareh's 
neck, to tear the lawful honors from 
his brow or give him to the ſhame- 
full ſcourge. They thought it poſ- 


ſible for a creature, to nale the great 


cteatot: for a man unable to create 
the ſmalleſt particle of matter, to 
give being to that very power that 
made the vaſt ſtupendous univerſe. 


9 ſee ten thouſand Eueha- 


a 2 © on 


„ PREFACE. 


| riſts coined at the baker's oven, and 
believe each to be the whole divi- 


nity.. They could follow a proceſ- 
. on, in 6 their ſuppoſed Al- 
mighty God, was led forth upon ſome 
public calamity; ; to implore his own 
mercy. They could approach with 
—.— ſteps and offer incenſe to 
a being, they ſuppoſed immutable; 
although they had already ſwallowed 
and. digeſted it., An — 25 
God might de eding to their doc- 


trine, be confined within a glaſs; 


and he that made the Sun, was to 
be conducted with a Lanthorn. In 
a word, there was no abſurdity which 
pride and avarice, did not impoſe on 
imbecillity. The church had no 
ſooner eſtabliſhed its power, than it 
became tyrannical. Every inſtance 
of revenge and rapine was exhibited, 
under the pretence of aſſerting the 
honor of heaven; as if the all wiſe 
and powerfull God were not ſufh- 


cient to ayenge himſelf, in the man- 
ner 


V 


mankind. 'Monarchs were depoſed, 


accordin 


They were conceited, vain, un- 


3, 
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4's 


FRE EG v 
ner moſt ſuitable to the offences of 


nations ſtreamed with blood, oppreſ- 
fion, death and ruin were ſett looſe ; 
g to the boundleſs will of 
unrelenting deſpotiſ m. 
The clergy now elated with their 
continual ſucceſs, and lulled with a 
falſe ſecurity arifing from the fub- 
miſſion of the world; were guilty of 
every reprehenſible ſtretch of power, 
that oppreſſion could deviſe, © Never 
conſidering, that the people who had 
received the doctrine of papal infal- 
libility, not for its pretended truth 
but its convenience; might natu- 
rally reject it when it became a bur- 
then to them. They did not ſpecu- 
late ſo far; but grown delirious with 
their fortune, abandoned ſolid vir- 
tue; for its ſhadow hypocriſy, and 
nee 8 
grateful, idle, mercenary, ſelfiſh, falſe, 
luxurious, luſtful, proud, prevari- 
pt I WE: cating 
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ca and perſidious. A ſeeret art» 
EEE from the breaſt of un⸗ 
ſuſpecting candor; was turned into 
an inſtrument of deſolation. The 
generous friend who cauld take prieſt- 
hood to his heart; was recom peta 
for his heneGorune: with theſedu 

of a wife or daughter, If he . 
15 - he peri at the ſtake, 
he miſguide zealot, who deaf tg 
the p iteous remonſtrances of his ruin- 
ed family, devoted all his fortune to 
the church; 3 now T ipe for death . re- 
ceives it in a 2 ſacrament. 


- His helpleſs aged 2 whe 


tow might with tears and ſighs, 
implore a ſmall ſu apport from that 
ad wrou 


cruel avarice which ht her 
PN io « The femon 


of er affliction, pour pleaſure into 


his obdurate foul; while with a ſmile 
of joy and triumph at his ſucceſsful 
1 red gorged with a load of coſt- 
daintics, arraycd in precious robes. 
cee ; and lolling on the , 


| PRBFEAGCHE w 
i eaſe beneath a ſhading canopy of 
= gold; procured by her diſtreſs z he 
Q _ calmly preaches to her, the benefits 
8 of poverty, abſtinence, humility ; 
- | and maceration. | | 


1 _ _ \Hypecriſy dead to the ſufferings 
n of agonizing want, breathed words 
* of ſwreteſt charity: Trembling at 


e, | diſeaſe; blamed fear of death; And 

Q newly rifen from the bed of riot; 

* commended chaſtity. Such were the 

0 enormities of the Romiſh prieſthood; 
>= when this nation ever diſtinguiſhed 
. for the advancement of reaſon, be- 
fo. gan at length to fee, the incon- 
ſiſtency and folly of the papal au- 
thority. A religion virtually con- 
demned by the diſſolute lives of its 
own miniſters; might naturally fall 
into a general diſbelief. It was now 
an obſervation of the people, that a 
prieſt could give no proof of his doc- 
trine ſo valid, as his own confor- 
mance; becauſe if he really were 
convinced, that a momentary plea- 
a 4 ſure 
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| ſure conſtituted a crime, to be pu- 

niſhed with eternal torment; it was 
(aid they) impoſſible he ſhould be 
ſo raſh, as to enjoy it. , Theſe ob- 


jections were anſwered, not with the 
temperate arguments of reaſon ; | but 


with the cruel ſword and fire of: per- 
ſecution: Till ſtung with the ſharp- 
eſt injuries; this generous empire 
ſtood forth, to vindicate the rights 
of human nature; and headed by a 
Prince impatient of oppreſſion, kuck 
off at one vaſt blow, the galling 


chains of ſuperſtition, impoſed by 


vanity, and blaſphemy. And thus 
Chriſtianity, which before had been 
. obſcured behind the clouds of ſo- 
phiſm and falſhood, now reaſſumed 


its priſtine Iufize, of ſimplicity and 
truth. 


The 8 was an event of 
ſuch magnitude, that it excited the 
wonder of all Europe; while it en- 
flamed the rage of every miſcreant 
er that had been juſtly pun- 

iſhed 


\ we 


her > - ADM | 


world, to exetgiſe that pove 


N NW NMX GE ix 
ber of Nuns and Friars, that had 
been ſtri pped of their ill acquired 
wealth; An turned adrift into the 
rty in ef- 
fect which they before had only pro- 
feſſacl : — according 2 


tom of ſacred feri ripture, - which en- 


joins reſpect for: King ngs ; they labour- 
ed with all the activity pied by 
revenge, to deprive the noble Henry 
of the affection of his ſubjects. Con- 

cealing the worſt motives under the 
Kt. 4a pretence' of ſanctity; they 
ſtrove to G pread the ſeeds of diſcon- 
teat 8 hout the land; but when 
with all their art, deception and 
hypocriſy, they could no longer with 
ſucceſs, deny the purity of the new 


eſtabliſhed doctrine; they uſed their 


efforts to depreſs. and blackea, it, by 
an arraignment of its origin. They 
called,it avarice, revenge and luſt. 
The warmth of conſtitution, though 
directed by matrimony; a convivial 


_ diſpoſition, 
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diſpoſition, though indulged no far- 


ed with the weight of government; 
a rigorous exertion of juſtice, tho 
againſt rebellion and contuma 

in a word, every natural prudent a 
right en of this — ; was bran- 
ded by falſe zeal and fordid intereſt, 
with the nefarious marks of infamy 
\ and atrocity. But of all the perni- 
cious libellers of Kings in thoſe days, 
Pietro Aretino was the moſt formi- 


dable. This man, a native of Arez- 


20 in Italy, was for his inſolent in- 


vectires againſt crowned heads; cal- 


led the? ſcourge of Princes, an ap- 
pellation he boaſts of in his letter to 
_ Herfilia, a relation of Pope ſulius the 
ſecond; where he hath theſe words. 
My fame reaches the Indian and 


by their ſubjects, ſtand in awe of 
me _ ſhave and am "wy 
It 


= bee te prencipi. 


ther than to unbend the mind, ftrain- 


the Sophy, it extends over the whole 
world; and monarchs while adored - 


ſe 


capital tranſaction, that agcaſioned 


\ 
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It was the common opinion, that 
he Was penſioned by ſeveral poten- 
tates, into a ſilence and forbgaranca 
of his ſatirical reprehenſion. Our 
author therefore willing to do juſtice 
to the memory of his * Sovereign 
Henry, whom he had obeyed and 
layed, while living ; undertook his 
vindication, ; before the maſt dread- 


ful foe ta royalty then known: Right» 


ſo 
gigantic a cenſurer, muſt neceſſari- 


ly foreſeeing that an overthrow 


ly inyolye the , compleat deſtruction, 


of f all inferior anders. In this in- 
tention he compoſed a work af ſome 
extent, in which he collects all the 


accuſations that were laid againſt his 


Prince; and anſwers to them one by 
one, diſcovering the ſources of every 


or 


| F We find in the mangrrige diary of King Edward 
the Sixth, Cotton MSS Nero , the following remark 
relatibo to our author William Thomas. Vid. „ April 


* 195 4549 Sir John Maſon taken into the Privy Conn 
$. cil, and William Thomas made Clerk of the ſame.” 


* Nero 69 
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or accompanied the Reformation : J 


1 U 


which he manifeſtly proves, to haye 
been the reſult of reaſon. . This va- 


able work, is one of thoſe monu- 
ments- 5 Hiſtory, that chance and 
love of learning have preſerved, from 
the deſtructive hand of age. It exiſts 
unmutilated in the original hand wri- 

of its author; and is carefully 
re fited i in the t' Cotton Library,, 
deck it has been faithfully tranſ- 
cribed, and it is now for the firſt 


time offered to the public, as an au- 
thentic account of a moſt memora- 


ble and capital event; to be ſubſti- 
tuted in the room of thoſe vague con- 


jectures inſpired by vanity or party; 
which have hitherto diſcoloured and 


confuſed it. T hat the narrative is 


founded in the ſtricteſt veracity will 


not be diſputed; when it is recol- 
lected that our author was engaging 
in the arduous taſk, of convincing 


a i prejudiced, malevolent, and acute 


enerny'5" in the preſence (as it were) 


i #*19 10 A+ - : of 
+ Cotton MSS Ve 8 D XVIII. 
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of all the diſcarded monks, eager to 
graſp at the very ſhadow of a falſe aſ- 


ſertion: To have founded his apo- 


logy in falſhood, was therefore to 


have given it up for loſt. As to the 


- originality of the manuſcript, it will 
be proved by comparing it with others 
of the ſame period known to be ge- 


nuine, * The dion, orthography 
as Nane, can ſand that "ſt 
Beſides 


Extracts from King Edward the Sixth's Diary 


written with his own hand. Vige Cotton MSS Nero X Cent. X 


July 1551. 5e regni. 

Monſ Le Mareſchal 8 Andrew Kel with me, after 
ſupper ſaw a dowzein courſes, and after came and made 
me ready, | 

20. the next morning he cam to me to mine arrayng, 


and ſaw my bedchaumber, and went a hunting with 


hundes, and ſaw me ſhotte, and ſaw al my garde ſhot 
| togither. He dined with me, herd me play on the lute, 
ride, came to me in my ſtudy, __ with me, and ſo 
departed to Richemond. 

26; Mons le Mareſchal dined with 1 me, after diner, 
ſaw the ſtrenght of the engliſh archers, After he bad fo 
done, at his departure i gave hym a dyamant from my 
fynger worth by eſtimacion 150 li & both for paines, 
and ako HEL "Thea he toke his leve. 


January 


: 


1 
* 
« 


> 
: 


: 


: 
4 


bs —_ al. ce a orere aprons 4 SG 4. — 
1 
— . 
* 7 
. 
9 
— 1 * 
* 
— 
9 


r F A B F A e k 


Beſides the defence of K ing Henry 
the Eight, we have fix traQts wt. 
ten 


1 1551. The Dube of Somerſet bad his 
hedde cut of upon towre Me. eight een line 
o cloke in the morning. 

g wilinn Frag detivere token to the L Hliza- 
beth a faire diamount. | 


April 2 1552. I fell de of the niefels and the ſmall 
pelle. 
Copy of a fatter under the Signet of Queen Jane 


dated 5th Sep“. 25 year of Hen. 8. vide —— MSS 


BI che Quene, 
Right truſtie and welbrloved we grote you well, and 


No 253 fol 75. 


whereas it hath pleaſed the goodnes of almightie god 


of his infinyte marcie and grace to ſende unto us at this 
tyme good ſpede in theDelyveraunce and bringing furthe 


of a prince to the great joye Reioyce and inward com- 


forte of my lorde us and all his good and loving ſub- 
iectes of this his realme ffor the whiche his ineſtymable 
benevolence ſoo ſhewed unto us, we have noo litle cauſe 
togive high thankes, laude and praifing utito our faide 
maker like as we doo mooſe lowly humbly and with all 
the inwarde defire of oure harte, Aud in as muche as 
we undoabtedly truſte, that this oute good (pede is to 


F greatpleaſure comforte and conſolation, we therefore 
by thies oure {res - advertiſe you thereof Deſiring and 


hartely praying you to give we us unto almightie got 


high thankes glorie laude and praifimey and to ptuye for 
the good helth proſpitic and contynuell preſervacion of 
the 
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ten by our author, on affairs of mo- 
ment to the Realm during the fac» 
ceeding reign of Adward; they ate 
compoſed in a maſterly manner, and 
one of them is particularly worthy 
attention, inaſmuch as it diſplays the 
ſtate of this empire when it was pteſ- 
ſed on all fides with imminent dan- 
gers; pointing out with great ſuga- 
city, the moſt ſalutaty means _ 
ſervation. There is another of his 


eſſays, of leſs importance with reſ- 


pect to its ſubject; but of great con- 
ſequence in regard to the character 
of King Edward, which it ſets forth 
in a point of view, very different 
from that in which it hath been pla- 

ced by our Hiſtorians, The writing 


alluded to moſt ſtrongly implies, that 


the ſaide prince accordingly. even under bart Sighet 
at my lordis manor of Grenewiche the vij Day of Sep- 
tembꝰ in the v. ere of my ſaide lordis Reigne, 


Sealed on the back and directed 


To oure Right traſtie and 
' Welbeloved the lorde Cobham. 
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our author was ſecretly commanded 


by his ſovereign, to deliberate and 


give his written opinion from time 


to time, upon various matters f 


| Importance to the ſtate; and that 
theſe opinions after being privately 
tranſmitted to the King, were by 
him ꝓronounced from the throne; 
as proceeding from his own inveſti- 
gation and judgment. The diſclo- 
ſure of this management accounts 


for that aſſertion, which our hiſto- 


rians have ſucceſſively repeated after 
Cardan reſpecting the Sixth Edward; 
who might indeed at firſt ſight ap- 
pear to him a miracle of wiſdom. 

A youth of fourteen, penetrating 
through the moſt abſtruſe perplexi- 
ties of politics, and at one glance 
diſcovering the niceſt diſtinctions a- 
mongſt objects of an exceeding com- 


plicated nature; was doubtleſs an 
extraordinary phænomenon, to him 


who did not ſee behind the ſcene. 
However, the great benefits impart- 
e 14011147 ed 
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ed to following generations by the 
wiſe conduct of this Prince; will en- 
dear his name to the lateſt poſterity; 


and though he ſhould be leveled from 


the exaggerated height of miracle, 


down to a more human ſtature; ſtill 


it will be certain he had a remarka- 


ble and moſt reſpectable degree of 


ſagacity; ſince he could thus adopt 


and give ſanction to ſerviceable truth 


whereſoever he found it: Since he 


| could by that means, give it all the 


weight it might have loſt ; had it 
been known to have proceeded from 
an inferior perſon. And it is an un- 
deniable argument not only of a 
great mind, but of a good heart; to 
believe another wiſer than ourſelves, 
in things immediately belonging to 
our ſtation ; and to put his inſtruc- 
tions into practice, for the advan- 
tage of mankind, in preference to 
our own leſs valuable determina- 
tions. The following work may 


prove an agreeable preſent to the 
b public, 
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public, as it elucidates that Æra in 
the Britiſh Hiſtory; which hath fo 
largely contributed to our national 
. happineſs and grandeur. The Di- 
vine: will ſee — the pureſt religion, 
flowed from the pureſt ſource; 


The Hiſtorian! will gain a true nar- 


rative of facts; hitherto confuſed; 
and the curious Antiquarian, while 
he diſcovers an ancient picture of 
his country with reſpect to the im- 
provements of art; will alſo per- 
ceive the former ſtate of the Engliſh 


a 
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A DEFENCE OF KING HENRY 


THE VIIIth. AGAINST THE 
SCLAUNDERS OF 


TYRANNY, &c. 


Ca) 


«0 
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A DEFENCE, &e. 


Caſtigans caftigavit me dominus et morti non 
tradidit 8 : W. F. 


To Mr. Pater AxZT IVI, the right na- 
tural Poet. 


Y KR as many tymes the wy 
woddes and barrayne mountayries 
yeld more delite unto the ſeldome tra- 

veyled Citizen, then do the pleaſant or- 
chardes and gardens, whoſe bewtye and 
fruite he dayly enioyeth: ſo hath it now 
pleaſed me, rather to direct this my litle 
booke unto thee whoſe vertue conſiſteth 
onely in nature, without any arte; then 
unto any other, whome I know both na- 
turall verteous and 'learned withall, ſpe- 
cyally becauſe I underſtand that the Kinge 
(in defence of whoſe honour I have made 
it) hath remembred thee with an honorable 
=_ . legacy 


Fey 


"IM by his teſtament, the which his 


enemies pretend proceded of the feare that 
he had, leſt thou ſhouldeſt after his death, 
defame hym with thy wonted evil ſpeache, 
but to lett them wete, that no man with 
right can ſclaunder hym, and to open alſo 
unto thee, parte of his worthy and glori- 
ous doynges whereof if thou wylt thou 
muſt iuſtly ſpeake unto his greate honour, 
I have in this litle worke brefely declared, 
the moſt parte of fuch ſucceſſes. as have 
happened in his. life daies, togithers with 
the occaſion that thereunto moved me, 
and have thought good to participate unto 
thee, to the entent, that if any perſon 


ſhould repugne againſt it, thou with the 


mountaigne of thy naturall reaſons ſhouldeſt 
have matter ſufficient accordingly to defend 
it, In which doinge thou ſhalt partely 
ſatisfy it bothe unto the very truth, and 
alſo unto the good memorie. that ſo noble 
a rage hath deſerved of thee. 
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PEREGRYN E and by Wyllm 
Thomas. 


* 
He chat dieth with honour lyveth for ever, 
And the defamed dead recovereth never. 


ONSTRAYNED by misfortune to 
abandon the place of my nativitie, 
and to walke at the randon of the wyde 
world in the moneth of Februarye, and 
after the Church of England, I546, it 
happened me to artyve in the citie of Bo- 
noine,* of the region of Italy, where, in 
company of certayne gentylmen, knowen 
to be an Engliſhman, I was earneſtly ap- 
poſed of the nature, qualitie, and cuſ- 
tomes of my countrey, and eſpecyally of 


dyvers particular thinges touchyng the 


eſtate of our Kynges Maieſtye Henry the 


VIIIth. who then newly was departed out 


B 3 of 


Bologna. 
Put upon the ſubject. 


1 6 

of this preſent lyfe. And albeit that my 

groſſe intelligence extended not to the ſuf- 
ficient ſatisfaction of thoſe impertinent} 
queſtions that were there demaunded of 
me, yet to avoyde occaſion of diſcurteſye 
| towardes thoſe curteous gentylmen who ſo 
curteouſly provoked me, and to learne of 
them ſome "notable thinge worthy the 
knowlege (beying as they were men of 
finguler reputacion and iudgement) I en- 
terpriſed liberally to common with them, 
and to ſay myne opinion touchyng the 
thinges in queſtion, as farre forth as I 
know, The diſcourſe whereof -I have 
thought good to putt in writyng, not onely 
for private defence of that noble, Prince 
whoſe honour hath been wrongeſully 
touched, but alſo for the generall ſatis- 
faction of them whoſe cares may happen 
to be occupied with uniuft and falſe ru- 
moures z beſechyng thee therefore (good 
reader) to accept the tructh of myne en- 
tent without offence in caſe thyne appetite 


 tholde move thee to myſlyke my report. 


For * if thou ſett apparte affection, 
and 
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and governe thee. with the difcourſe of 
reaſon, thou ſhalt well perceyve that myne 
anſweres procede more of mere fimplici- 
tie, then of pretenſed malyce in that parte 


of my forefayde Kynge, who in his lyfe 
tyme was muche more able in dede to 
iuſtific - hymſelfe agaynſt all the world, 
then I now after his death am able to de- 
fend hym with my penne. After ſupper 
on an evenyng fittyng by the fyre in com- 


pany of 7 or 8 gentylmen, in a riche mar- 
chaunt mans houſe in Bonoine, amonge 
other thinges, when they had reaſoned of 


many matters, their whole talke fell on 


me by occaſion of the Kynge, who then 
was newly departed this world. And there 
was it firſt aſked me, of what circuit might 
the whole yle of England be? whereunto 


I anſwered, that after the deſcription of 
Coſmographye, it dyd extend in compaſſe 
upon the poynte of 2000 Italian miles, 


but in this (fayd1) you muſt underſtand 
Scotland to be comprehended. And what 


may. Scotland comprehend? ſayd one of 


them. I thinke (ſayd I) that Scotland 


may be ſomewhat better then as it were a 
B 4 | fours 


=> 


foure parte of the iſland. And how is the 


countrey fertyle? ſayd he. I. anſwered, 
that it was abundaunt of grayne and cattel, 
and to compare it to Italy, I ſhall tell you 
what difference there is: here in Italy 
groweth wyne, oyle, and dyvers ſortes of 


frutes that growe not with us: as melons, 


pepens, pomgranates, orenges, figges, raſens,* 
and ſome other ſuche, becauſe the cold 


ayre of oure countrey can not nouriſh 


them, beyng, as we arr, 6 degrees further 


From the ſunne then you be; butt in'ſtede 
of theſe your commodities: firſt, for wyne, 
we have greate abundaunce of barley, 
| whereof oure ale and beare are made, 


which for oure common drynke agreeth 


better with oure nature, then the contynuall 
-drynkyng- of wyne ſhold do. And then 
for oyle, we have ſo muche ſwete butter, 
that though well we had abundaunce 
thereof as you have, yet thinke I there be 
few that in there meates wold uſe it as you 

. wy butter * oure appetites 
2 | en 
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3 In the ancient times of our author, it was not 
ſuſpected that the fruits of every climate might be 


raiſed in any given ſpot: whoever had then foretold 


ſuch an improvement in the art of cultivation, had 
probably been conſidered as a viſionary. 
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muche better than oyle. And in that you 


excede us in frutes, we excede you both 
in the abundaunce and alſo in the goodnes 
of fleſh, foule and fyſh, whereof the com- 


mon people there no leſſe fede, then your 


common people here of herhes and frutes. 
And agayne, for wynes, we have conty- 
- 'nually out of Fraunce, Spayne, Almaigne,* 

and out of Candy, greate quantitie of the 


beſt that growe in thoſe partes. And of 
oyle and other frutes that arr reherſed, the 


melons onely excepted. It is very true that 
-we pay well for it, and that we have not 


ſo much plenty as ye have; nor (to ſay the 


trueth) we nede it not, for Iyke as the 


ſubtyle ayre of Italy doth not alow you 
to fede groſsly, ſo the groſſe ayre of Eng- 


land doth not alow us to fede ſubtyllye. 


Here the temperate heate requireth foode 
of light digeſtion, as frute, herbes, litle 


fleſh and delicate diet; and there the tem. 
perate colde requireth foode of more ſub- 


ſtaunce, as abundaunce of fleſh and fyſh, 


with ſatisfieing the appetite. And thereof 


ee the proverb, yu: foe Englyſhman 


'beoffe 


Germany. 
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44205 and — Yea, but what meatieth 
it (ſay they) that your nacion ſupporteth 
no ſtraunger, as by dayly profe it is right 
well ſene, when an outlandiſh man paſſeth 
by, you call hym herſon ꝶ dogg, knave, 
and other lyke names? This ſemeth unto. 
us a very barbarous parte. I ſhall tell you 
why: (ſayd I) In tymes paſt, our nacion 
bath practiſed as litle abrode in ſtraunge 
countreyes as any nacion in the world; 
and the commodities of our countrey arc 
ſo greate, that the ignoraunt perſons ſeying 
the ſtraungeres reſorte unto them for traf - 
ficque, and (as it is true) for a gaynd, 
 Imagyned they came not to bye there com- 
modities, but to robbe them, and that 
they which ſo uſed to trafficque, for lack 
of lyvynges in there owne countreyes, ap- 
plied the marchandie of England as of 
neceſſitie. But at this day it is all other 
wiſe; for lyke as your marchauntes do 
practiſe in England, ſo oure marchauntes 
do now trafficque abrode, and by travayle 
have attayned ſuch knowledge of civilitie, 
that I warrant you thoſe ſtraungers that 
now repayre into England, are as well re- 
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ceyved of ſene, and as muche made of as 
of any other region of all Europe, eſpe- 
cyally in the Prince his courte, and a- 

onge the nobles, where ſurely hath ever- 
more bene ſene all honour and eurteſy. 
We beleve you, ſayd they, but theſe com- 
modities that you ſpeake of, what be 
they ? Beſyde the abundaunt meates, ſayd 
I, there groweth in England greate quan- 
titie of woll, the fyneſt of all the world, 
whereof the kerſeie and brode clothes of 
London be made, and all the fyne clothes 
which are called panni di fiandra, ate allo 
Englyſh clothes, wrong named by occaſion 
of the marte at Andwarpe in Flaunders, 
where moſt commonly theſe clothes are 
bought or ſolde. Then have we leather, 
whereof contynually goeth out of the 
realme a marvaylous quantitie, a good 
wytneſſe of the greate abundaunce of cattel 
that the countrey doth nouriſh, We have 
alſo mines of leade, tynne, and in fome, 


places of ſylver, but the ſylver vaines do 


prove ſo flender, that in maner it quiteth 
not the miner's charge, fo that it is left 
unſought for. But the leade and tynne 


prove ſo abundant, that there is: conty· 
nually 
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nually bought and ſolde out of the reatme 
greate quantities thereof. Then have we 
mynes of naturall coale. What meane you 
by naturall coale? (ſayd they) Natural} 
coale (ſayd I) is a certayne black ſub- 
ſtaunce of the earth, congealed in veines 
as metals be, and ſerveth to none other 
purpoſe butt to burne onely, which in the 
burnyng yeldeth a muche greater heate 
then doth the wodd coale, and after that 
here is burned, it conſumeth not into 
aſhes, butt reſteth harde as a ſtone; fo that 
becauſe it ſerveth much better for the 
ſmythes occupacion then doth the other 
coale, there is yerely ſold out of the 
realme a greate quantitie thereof in Duch- 
land, Flaunders and Fraunce. And an 
other notable commoditie we have, Whe- 
ther the cauſe be of our induſtry, or in 
the goodnes of the wateres I cannot tell: 
the Flemmynges do bye much of oure 
beare, becauſe it is better then theires, and 
pay almoſt as muche for it as we do to the 
French: men for there wyne. And fynally, 
diveres other commodities. there be of 
fmaller moment, to longe now toi reherſe. 
: ww * one af them) that dronken 
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| beare is it that fatneth the Flemmynges 


lyke hogges ; butt ſurely theſe your com- 
modities reherſed, are very notable, and 1 
mervayle not though your yland be rich, 
or welthy (as it is reported) ſeying it hath 
ſo many meanes to draw money unto it; 


when, on the other ſyde, that money that 


cometh in your handes, can never be had 
out agayne, for your Kynge hath kept the 
paſſages ſo ſtrayghtly, that no man could 
cary out of the realme, in ready money, a- 
bove X ducates, ſo that it is no mervayle 
(fayde he) though he had mountaynes of 
gold, as they ſayd he had. No (ſayd an 


other of them) that law is finiſhed It is 


true, that whileſt the -Engliſh- money was 
better then other money, no man (as you 
ſay) could carie it away. Butt now that 


the ſayd Kynge for his owne private gayne 
bath made it worſſe then any other money. 


ech man may cary away ſo muche as hym 
lyketh. Why (ſayde I) can ye blame hym 
to take his advauntage, as all other Princes 
do? Se you not that all the gold and ſylver 
is abaſed in all the new money that is made 
any where: I ſuppoſe he ſhould have bene 
reputed a very fimple one, to have holden 


op 


1 

up his fyne money for a bayte, when other 
mens. money. decayed: And as touchyng 
the Princes gayne (how well“ in common 
I-cannot ſe, where any man thereby fuſ- 
teyneth Joſſe) I thinke he did better to 
gaine ſo upon his owne money, then as 
other Princes do, to borow of their pry- 
vate ſubiectes, and never pay. What (fayd 
that other unto me) you are earneſt iu your 
Kynges favour. Butt you conſidre not 
that Cicero his eloquence ſholde not ſuf- 
fice to defend hym of his tyranny, ſynee 
he hath bene knowen and noted over all, 
to bo the greateſt tyraunt that ever was in 
England. In this caſe (ſayde I) you charge 
my patience, and the anſwere of ſo out- 
ragious a reporte, requireth a more force 
then reaſon or writyng. Butt becauſe the 
place alloweth me not to ſpeake, (much 
lefle to fight) I therefore wyll forbeare. 
Butt tell me, I pray you, have you ever 
bene in England? No (ſayde he) butt in 
Picardye I have bene, and alſo in Flaun- 
ders, where by reporte I have knowen all 
the procedynges of England, and know 
them ſo well, that in __ poynt I ſholde 

be 
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be well able to defend both wythe reaſon 
and force agaynſt you, not onely that I 
have ſayde, butt muche more if nede were. 
Butt becauſe I am an Italian, and you à 
ſtraunger, your bragge ſhall have place for 
this tyme—At the which wordes, ſome». 
what troubled in my mynde, I ſought 
leive to departe, Butt the other gentyl- 
men preſent held me perforce, and wolde. 
in any wyſe hear the matter reaſonably diſ- 
puted, in ſo muche as havynge moved my, 
contrary to alledge agaynſt the Kynges 
Maieſtie what he could ſay, they tem- 
perately perſwaded me to anſwere, to the, 
entent it might appere who had the wronge. 
And thus both parties quieted: After a 
litle pauſe, ſeamyng rather to have ſtudied 
the matter, then to have conceyved it by 
hearyng ſay, This gentylman my con- 
trary, thus began his argument—— _ 

If you (ſayde he) wyll graunt me that 
the principal) token of a tyraunt is the 
immoderate ſatisfaction of any unlawfull 
appetite, when the perſon, either by right 
or wronge, hath power to atchive his ſen- 
ſyall wyll, and that the perſon alſo who by 
force draweth unto hym that which of 

right 


L 16: 3} 
right is not his, in the unlawfull uſurpyng 
committeth expreſſe tyranny ; then doute 
I not right well to iuſtifie my reporte with 
the advauntage. Youre' Kynge his fyrſt 
wyfe, I pray you, beyng the Emperoures 
aunte, dyd he not caſt her of, after he had 
lyved in lawfull matrimony with her xviij 
yeres.? And to accompliſh his wyll in the 
new mariage of his ſecond wyfe, becauſe 
Pope Clement wolde not conſent to hym, 
dyd he not adnull the authoritie of the holy 
Romayne church, which ſo longe tyme 
hath ' bene honoured or obeyed of all 
Chriſtian Princes? Thirdly, becauſe the 
Cardinall of Rocheſter, and Thomas 
Moore, High Chauncelour of England, 
wold not allowe thoſe his abhominable 
erroures, dyd he not cauſe them to be be- 
headed? Men whoſe famouſe doctryne hath 
merited eternall memory, And when he 
had ryd them out of the world, wha 
onely with learnyng or reaſon were able to 
reſiſt his beaſtely appetite, dyd he not pre- 
ſame to take on hym the Papall title or 
authoritie,,diſpoſyng biſhoprickes and be- 
nefices of the church as Chriſte's vicar in 
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earth; lyke as it is manifeſt he dyd untyll 


his diyng day? The poor 8. Thomas, of 
Canterbury! alas, it ſufficed hym not to 
ſpoyle and devoure the greate riches of the 
ſhrine; whoſe treaſure amounted” ts ſo 
many thouſand crownes: but to be avenged 
of the dead cotpes; dyd he not cauſe his 
bones openly to be barned? And confe- 
quently all the places where God by his 
ſayntes vouchſafed to ſhew ſo many myra- 
cles, dyd he not cauſe them to be ſpoyled 
of their riches, iuweles, - or ornamentes, 
and after cleane deſtroyed, nor wold not ſo 
muche as ſuffre; in thoſe few : churches 


that remayned, the light to burne before 


the images of Godes moſt holy ſayntes ? 


The monaſteries wherein God was con- 
tynually ſerved, dyd he not overthrowe 
them, and take all their riches and poſ- 


ſeſſiones unto his owne uſe, crucifieng and 
tormentyng the peor religious perſons, 
even unto death, by whoſe goodes he be- 


came more puiſſant in gold then any 


Chriſtian Prince? After the inſurrection 
in the north, when he had pardoned the 
lyſt rebells er hym, * unto 
C his 
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his promiſe, dyd he not cauſe a nomber of 
the moſt noble of them, by diveres tor- 

mentes, to be putt. to death? And not his 
irſt wyfe, butt iij or iĩij mo, dyd he not 


chop, chaunge, or bebead them, as his 
horſe coveted ne paſture, to ſatisſie the 
inerdinate appetite! of his leeherous wyll ? 
Two of hie wyves he hath cauſed to ſuffre 
death, and two remayne yett on lyve. 
Dyd he not perſecute Cardinall Poole, 
whoſe: vertue and learnyng ſemeth rate 
unto the world ? And hath he not wronge- 
fully murdered the Cardinall's mother, his 
* brother; and ſo many other nobles, that 
it holde all be to longe to reherſo ? He 
hath hy force ſubdued the teakne of Ite- 
land; whereunto he hath neither right nor 
title; and waſted he hath no fmall parte of 
Scotland, with entent to ſubdue the whole 
with out cauſe er reaſon. Agaynſt all 
cotiſcience he hath moved warre unte 
Prause, and by force uſurped: the ſtronge 
wwnse- of Bolloigne, which he kepetk 
_ tifito this houte. His daughter the Lady 
Mary, that he had by his firſt wyfe, beyng 
one of the fayreſt, "hi moſt verruouſt, 
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hs now growen to the age of 32, of 33 
yeres, and through his deviliſh obſtinacy 
could never be maried. And finally, to 
finiſh his cruel lyfe with bloudy raee, now 
a litle before his. death, hath he not be- 
headed the old Duke of Norfolk with his 
ſonne, fot what cauſe no man can tell? 80 
that I wote not what Nero, what Dioniſe 
or what Mahomet may be compared unto 
hym; in whom towardes God reſted no 
lion, nor towardes man no kynde of 
compaſſion, whofe ſword enflamed by con- 
tynuall heate of innocentes blonde, and 
whoſe botomles bely, could never be ſatiate 
through the throte of extreme avarice and 
rapine, whoſe inconſtant mynde occupied 
with occaſiones of contynuall warres, per- 
mitted not his quiet neighboures to lyve in 
peace: and in concluſion whoſe unreaſon= 
able wyll- had place allwayes and in all 
thinges agaynſt all equitie and reaſon, O 
if I could go about to declare at length the 
perticular enormities that I have herd re- 
ported agaynſt hym, a parte whereof I have 
brefely recyted unto you, I ſhould give oc- 
eaſion of trouble to a whole world: Butt 
ſynce that I have fayde is (I dout not) fuf- 
a C 2 ficient 
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ficient to iuſtifie my purpoſe, I have thought 
it better with few wordes to lett you know 
how manyfeſt his tyranny was, then wyth 
longe «circumſtance to occupie your quiet 
myndes with the terrour of ſo muche cruel- 
tie as I could iuſtly alledge. Anſwere me 
now who wyll for I am tyred, not wyth 
talke, butt with the remembrance of ſo 
many miſchiefes as this reaſonyng repre» 
ſenteth to my conſcience: and yett one 
thinge I have to ſay, your kynge beyng en- 
vyroned with the ocean ſea, thought it im- 
poſſible that the fame of his wycked lyfe 
or doynges ſhold paſſe in to the fiyrme land 
of other countreyes: and therefore the 
more hardely dyd enterpriſe the fulfyllyng 
of his devilliſh deſyres ; but in that behalfe 
he was no leſſe deceyved then blynded in 
his erroures; for not onely his generall pro- 


. . ceadynges, butt alſo every partycular or 


Private parte thereof was better knowen in 
Italy then in his owne dominion, where 
for feare, no man durſt either ſpeake or 
wynke. And thus havyng finiſhed his 
heavye and fervent talke, he gave me place 
of ſpeach. Butt I who in the ſoddayne 
caſe was not ſo promptly prepared with 
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diſtincte anſweres to ſatisfle the company, | 
as he thus roundly had charged me, reſted 


in manner“ amuſed, partely becauſe me 


ſemed the other gentylmen enclined to- 


wardes a certayne credit of his reporte, and 


partely alſo for feare of the place wherein 


I founde myſelf, for Bonoine (though well 


wyth' wronge) is of the Popes Territory: 
and he that ſpeaketh there againſt the Pope, 


encurreth no leſſe daunger, then he that in 


England woldeoffende the Kynges Maieſtie, 
in ſo muche that one of them perceyvyng 
me ſo oppreſſed with an inwarde paſſion, 
very curteouſly encouraged me to defende 
the cauſe which I had taken in hand, with- 
out reſpect or feare: So that after I had 
told hym how that without the Popes of- 
fence I coulde not make my reaſon good, 
which the preſence of the place prohibited 
me, aſſured of them all in one voyce to 
ſpeake at libertie what Iwold without daun- 


ger or diſpleaſure, + all ioyfully imagenyng 


the victorie in hand, thus began I to ſay. 
Univerſally in all thinges do I fynde one 


ſingular and perfect rule which is this: that 
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the outward apperaunce is alwayes prefer 
red before the inward exiſtence, and that 
moſt commonly the thinges do all other- 
wyſe appeare to be, then as they are in 
As for example: The fayre wo- 
man, (of hym that by love ſeketh to“ re- 
ioyce her) is rather regarded for her out- 
ward bewtye, then for her inwarde vertue, 
And many tymes under the vayle of a ſmy- 
lynge face, is covered the poylon of a can- 
cred herte; Yea and when I had none other 
profe unto this my purpoſe, butt that all 
lyvyng men are knowen to beare more ear- 
neſt love unto the preſence of theſe vaine 
worldly riches, then to the bydd infinite 
vertue of the everlaſting God their creator, 
I thinke the ſame & onely ſhould ſuffice to 
declare how ignoraunt that mans common 
judgement is, as longe, as it is occupied 
with the appearaunce of the thinge,. and 
penetrateth not to the eſſenciall. ſubſtaunce, 
as in this oure preſent mattet you ſhall right 
well perceyve it hath happened. For that 
perſon that wyll onely regarde the argu- 
ment that the ann here hath, with 
the 
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this outward diſcourſe, and recurre unto 
the inwarde occaſiones, how, why and in 
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the pantieular witneſſe of theſe thinges that 


he bath reherſed (which in parte are ſure- 
ly true) and diſcurre no further, be I Gay 
muſt reſt undoutedly perſwaded,. that the 
deceaſed Kynge was no leſſe then a cruel 
tyrant, by reaſon that in all things it hold 
ſeme he folowed more his unlawfull ap- 
petite, then any reaſonable vertue. Putt 
on the other ſyde, he that wyll pale through . 


what maner theſe thinges have ſucceded, 
hell clerely fynde the effecte to conteyne 
all another reaſon, then it ſemeth to do, 
as myne anſweres unto hys appoſitions by 
one and one I doubt not) ſhall ſufficiently 
prove; nothinge miſtruſtyng at all butt 
that they who covet the light of the trueth. 
ſhall receyve ſynguler pleaſure in hearing 


me, wherefore I ſhall hertely deſyre you 


of quiet audience, unto. the full declara- 
cion of my purpoſe ; and yett or euer it 
Mall become me to diſcent in ſo 


a caſe, reaſon commaundeth me to know 


both the nature and devotion of the per- 
ſon, whom it behoveth me to anſwere, ſo 
C 4 that 
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1 
chat (quod I unto my contrary) I ſhall pray 
you not to diſdayne to tell me what your 
profeſſion, and what is your religion, ag 
for your qualitie I nothinge doute butt that 
you are a gentylman, for ſo doth your porte 
and geſture ſufficiently aſſure me. As for 


that ſayd he, I wyll not make it ſtraunge. 


My profeſſion is to ſerve the warres, though 
well I lyye on my lands: And my religion 
is to beleve in the holy mother church, as 
my father and all myne aunceſtors have 
done. Verie well (ſayde I) in the whole 
is evermore comprehended the parte: and 
therefore unto the particular, which as I 
can remember dependeth in, 13 or 14 
poyntes : I anſwere, that firſt as touchyng 
the devorce had betwene- the Kynges ma- 
| jeſtie and the lady Katherine, his firſt wyfe 
which was the Emperoures Aunte, it is to 
be conſidered, whether in that behalfe his 
highnes entent was to proceade lawfully or 
unlawſuily, prively or apertly, or for a 
common welth, or his owne perſones com- 
moditie, in the triall of which iij diſtine- 
tions the matter muſt appeare. And thus 
ſtandeth the caſe. The Kynges maieſtie 
deceaſed, in the youre of his father Kynge 

| Henry 
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Henry the vijth had an elder brother, nam- 
ed Arthur, heyre apparent to the crowne' 


of England, unto whom this lady Kathe- 


rine was firſt maried. Whether they cou- 


pled in natural knowlege or not, God kno- 
weth, for unto me it appertayneth not to 


iudge. Butt “* one they were of lawful age. 
Now Sir; This prince Arthur died before 
the father, and duryng the fathers lyfe the 


lady remayned a widow, butt incontinent- 


ly as the father was deade, and the Kynge 
that now is departed come to the crowne, 


his maieſtie became enamored in her, both 


for her rare bewtie, and alſo for the ſin- 
guler vertues which ſemed more to flour- 
iſh in her then in any other lyvyng woman. 
Butt becauſe the law of God in Chriſt per- 
mitteth not the brother to retoyce the bro- 
thers wyfe, as the eſpeciall proofe of He- 
rode, whom when John Baptiſt therefore 
rebuked, doth well declare; his highnes 
as for extreme remedye unto his unlawfull 
caſe recurred into the Popes diſpenſacion, 
belevyng at that tyme (as many yett do be- 
leve) the ſame to be of muche more effect 
than Godes commaundement.: And fo hav- 


ng 
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yng with great ſute and for extreme ſommes 
of money at length obteyned ſuperſticious 
licence, he attempted the acte of matri- 
monye and quietlylyved (as you have ſayde) 
with the lady Katherine xviij yeres, or 
gentyll lady Marye, whoſe bewtic and ver- 
tue, you have moſt worthely commended. 
Butt when the tyme came that God open» 
ed his Maicſtics ſpyrites to conſider his un- 
lawfull acte, not truſtyng yett all toge- 
ther unto the divine inſpiracion of the ſpi- 
rit, how well divers of his prudent and 
learned counſaylers had perſwaded hym 
playnely that the matter could not ſand 
well: he nevertheles ſent fyrſt unto Rome 
to Clement the 7th for the reſolutien of his 
judgement in that behalfe, praying hym if 
the matter ualawfull before God 
to graunt hym not onely a divorce, butt 
alſo a licence to marye agayne, for divers 
good and chriſtian reſpectes. Butt Clement 
ſmylying in his harte at this ſwete occa- 
Gon, and thinkyng of this riche Kynge to 

ſhere ſuch an other golden ficeſe as Jaſon 
conquered in Colchos: threwfurth ſo weake 
$ traynyng bayte that the great fiſhe ſwal- 

loved 


1 
lowed his hooke and brake his lyne, for 
ſtrayght way ſent he the Cardinal Campa 
gio legate a latere inte England, to deter- 
mine this matter, Who fittyng there in 
indgement hed ſuche courage of preſump- 
tion that he cauſed the Kynge as a private 
perſon to appeare before bym, and the lady 
Katherine both: and there was this mat- 
ter ſo longe diſputed, pro and contra, chat 
finally, not onely the civill and morall 
lawes, butt alſo by the Popes ſelfe Canon 
lawes the commaundement of God had 
place, and the errour of the Popes diſpen- 
ſacion was diſcovered, ſo that in conclu- 
ſion his maieſtic was divorced from the ſaid 
lady Katherine, not unlawfully by extorts 
power, eyther of the Kynge hymſelf, or 
of any of his ſubiectes, but lawfully by 
the trew examinacion of the veritic before 
ſuch 2 iudge as coveted rather to rule the 
Kyoge, then to obey hym : And it. cap» 
not be ſayd that he dyd it privilie, for all 
the world was preſent, and the matter in 
queſtion more then xx monethes or ever it 
toke effect, and then as for perſonall com- 
moditie I thinke no man ſo ignoraunt butt 
that he may conſider how his maieſtie might 
alwayes 
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* have had at his pleaſure, 
nombres of fayre women, England beyng 
as it is repleniſhed with the fayreſt crea- 
tures of the world. Butt he dyd it firſt of 
reverence to God, whoſe commaundements 
ech creature is bound to obey, and after 
the common welth of his realme, the in- 
habitants whereof are of all others moſt in- 
clynable to ſedition upon every leaſt occa- 
ſion: So that in tyme to come, when ſo- 
ever any greate man ſhold have rebelled a- 
gaynſt the Royall bloude, alledgyng the 
Kynges Chyldren in this caſe not to be 
borne in lawfull matrymony, it ſhould have 
bene like enough to have moved mortal 
civile warre, as the ſemblable ſmall occa- 
fions in tymes paſt have yelded manifeſt 
proofe. Whereas now havyng had by the 
undoubted Quene Jane his lawfull wyfe, a 
moſt gracious ſonne Edward, who lawfully 
hath receyvedthe Crowne, the whole realme 
muſt nedes perſever in happy peace and 
ioye: And therefore me thinketh hym 
muche to blame that for ſo reaſonable a 
doyng wold defame ſo circumſpect a Prince. 
Now unto that you ſay that becauſe Pope 
28 wold not 8 with this ſe- 

conde 


L 29 1 
conde matrymonye, his Maieſtie exttrped 
out of England the papal authoritie, athinge 


of moſtauncient and godly reverence as you 


take it. I anſwere that after the Kynges 
highnes had ſo appeared in perſon before 
the Cardinall Campegio, one of the princes 
of his realme named the duke of Suffolke 
(a greate wyſe man and of more familiari- 
tie with the Kynge then any other perſon) 
aſked his maieſtie how this matter might 
come to paſſe, that a Prince in his owne 
Realme ſhould ſo humble hym ſelf before 
the ſete of a vile ſtraunge vitious preſt (for 
Campegio there in England demeaned hym- 
ſelf in very dede moſt carnally in huntyng 
of * hoores, playing at dice or cardes, or 
buntyng ſuch other Cardinall exerciſes) 
whereunto the Kynge anſwered he could not 
tell, butt enely that it ſeemed unto hym, the 
ſpiritual men ought to iudge ſpirituall mat- 
ters: and yett as you ſay (ſayde the Kynge) | 
me ſemeth there ſhould be ſomewhat in it. 
And I wold gladly undręſtand why or how, 
were it not that I wold be lothe to appeare 
more curious than other Princes. Why Syr 


ſayde the duke your Maieſtie may cauſe the 
matter 
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matter to be difetifſe ſeoretly by your learn- 
ed men, without any rumour at all. Very 
-well (fayid the Kynge) and , ſhall is be. 
And thus inſpired of God, called ho divers 
_ of his truſtyand greavedattoures unte hy, 
chargyng them diſtiactly to examine what 
w o God ſhold direct ſo carnalł a man as 
 Campegio, onder the name of ſpirituafl to 
judge a Kynge in his one Realme, ac- 
cordying ts whoſos commaundement thoſe 
doctoutes feſortyng together into an ap- 
peynted place diſputed this matter large 
et NrAte; ac the caſt required, and as the 
black by the white is knoten, ſo by con- 
, ferrytig the oppofitions together, It appear- 
ed that the Evangelicall law varied muche 
from the canon lawes in this poynte: ſo 
that in effecte, becauſe ij contraries cannot 
tand in uno ſubĩecto, eodem cafu et tem- 
pore, they were oonſtrayned to recurre unto 
ſtzße Kinges Maiefties pleafure to know whe- 
ther of thefe two lawes ſhould be preferred, 
who ſmylyng at the ignoraunce of ſo fond a 
queſtion,” atiſwered hat the Gofpell of Chrift 
ought to be the abſolute rule unto all others, 
cotmanndyng them therefore to folow the 
fate, without regarde either to the civil, 
canon 


ET Vi. 
canon Or what ſoever la. And here be- 
gan the quicke, For theſe doctoures had 


no ſoner taken the goſpel for their abſoluts 


rule, butt they founde the popiſh/ authori- 
tie over the Kynges or Princes af the erth, 
io be uſurped, for Peter hymſeif, whoſe 
ſucceſſour the Pope preſameth to be, eom 
maundeth all chriſtians to obey and honou: 
Kynges or Princes with feare and reve- 
rence; becauſe the Kynges of the earth are 
ordeyned of God, and ſo fayth Paul, and 
fo ſayth Solomon; and f6 Chrift kymſclfs 
dy example, hath commaunded, when en- 
. tryng into Capernaum, he humbled hym- 
felf unto. the payment of the Prince his 
cuſtome: and if Peter, Paul, Sotomton and 
Chriſt hym felf (ſayde they) have directed 


us to the obedience of Kynges in ths tym 


when there was no chriſtian Kynge in the 


world, how much more now ought all 


Chriſtians to obey their Princes abſolutely, 
when they the Kynges theta. ſelves: are not 
onely membres of the ſelſe body of Chriſt, 
butt alſo miniſteres of the chriſtian juſtice: 
And what greater diſhonour (fayde they) 
can a Kynge receyve, then in his ewne 
realmae' to be made a ſubiecte, and to ap- 
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pere, not before an other vertuous Kynge/ 
or Emperour, butt before a vile vitious 


to anſwere in iudgement? This (ſayde they) 
proceded not of the divine law, butt ra- 


ther contrary, for as muche as the ſpiri- 
tuall office of the chriſtian. religion proce- 


deth alltogether by charitable counſaile. 


Of their juſt and evangelicall concluſion, ' 


his highnes reſolved of that he had to do 


with patience of his paſſed errour, licenſed 
the ſayde Cardinall Campegio to return in- 


to Rome, not ſo highly rewarded as the 
ſayde Oardinall loked for, nor yett with 


ſuch commiſſion as Pope Clement thought 


ſhould have mended hys hungrye purſe, for 
the new lycence that he had prepared un- 


to the Kynges ſecond mariage. For in- 
continently after Campegio his departure, 


the Kynge aſſeyled in conſcience of his firſt 
divorced matrymonye both by the law of 


God, and alſo by the publique conſent of 


the whole church of England and his Ba- 
ronye, and his commons, proceded unto 
* ſecond ene without further 
400 bribe 


beaſt, growen of the dunge hyll: And a 
gayne what more can be done to a mur 


therer, and a theefe, then to brynge hym 
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bribe or ſute unto the pope : So that Cle- 
ment ſeyng his lyne broken, and the fiſh 
| eſcaped with the hooke or Bayte, lyke a 
mad ragyng dog, vomited his fulminacions, 
and by conſiſtoricall ſentence, excommu- 
nicated both Kynge and country affyrmyng 
that the Kynge began to rebell agaynſt the 
Romayne ſec, for none other butt becauſe 
þis holy fatherhed woulde not graunte. hym 
the licence of the new mariage, and with 
this new * leeſyng brought the Kynge in 
ſlaunder of theignorauntſu perſticious world: : 
And here may you ſee how the world is 
blynded. Butt to lett you wete with how 
muche , reaſon he hath adnulled the Papal 
authoritie, I doute not but every humble 
hert doth know, that one infinite God is 
he, who governeth all, both heaven and 
earth; And that utterly, neither the name 
nor the glory of God be attributed to any 
creature. So that by conſequence the Pope 
is no earthlie God, as the canon lawe wit- 
neſſeth hym to be. And then how foolyſh 
a thinge it is to beleve, that he hath godes 
power by Chriſt ! I ſhall reporte me unto 
you, when I have ſayd my reaſon. The 
Pope alledgeth hym ſelfe to be Chriſtes vi- 

1 D car, 

* Falſhood. | 
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car, Peteres ſucceſſour, and by Peteres 


Keyes to louſe and bynde in heaven earth 
or Hell. Firſt for Chriſtes vicar, it is ma- 


nifeſt that in all the whole ſcripture there 
is not one worde mencioned how Chriſt or 
deynedany vicar or ſubſtitute heare in earth, 
to be his broker or factor in matters of ſal- 
Vacioh or damnacion: But the expreſſe con- 
trarye is found, that Chriſt hym ſelf is one> 
ly the way, the veritie and the lyfe, with- 
out whom none can acceſſe unto the father: 
And agayne, none knoweth the father butt 
the ſonne, and to whom the ſonne vouch- 
ſafeth to reveale hym; ; nor none cometh to 
the ſonne butt whom the father draweth. 
Moreover Chriſt ſayth that he is the gate, 


by which all they that be ſaved muſt entre. 


And beſyde hym there is none other fun- 
dacion, nor none other name of helth, ſay- 
eth Peter: And Paul cryeth out that Chriſt 
is onely iuftificacion and onely mediator be- 
twene God and man. And ſayeth not be- 
twene God and the Pope. So that it is 
impoſſible to prove by the holy ſcriptures, 
the Pope to be another mediator, to diſtri- 
bute the merites that Chriſt ſayeth he wyll 
diſtribute hym ſelf. For if Chriſt be per- 

| | fect 
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Gad io Chriſt doth contynually worke his 
poefaction, that is to ſay falyagian in the 


falthfull, and iudgement in the infidels, ag 
the boly ſcriptures undoutedly do affitme, 
wythout any nede of the Popes helpe in 
that behalfe, And if Chriſt were butt man 
qnely, or unperfect as the Pope would have 
hym to he in this caſe, where he pretends 
eth to he his vicar or attorney, then out 
faith beyng vayne in Chriſt, à fortioti muſt 
be more vayne in the Pope. For one the 
Pope diſpenſeth not earthly thynges, nei» 
ther treaſure nor helthe of body, as his co- 
vetouſe gatherynge of gold, and ſalſa in- 
firmitie of perſon proveth ; And as for ge- 
leſtiall thinges (I ſpeake of the ſoule) bo- 
yng a carnall man (though well he had the 

ſpyrit of prophecye) yett could he noughs 
judge thereof. Now unto that he prefu- 
meth of Peteres ſucceſſion, it cannot he 
found in the holy ſcriptures that ever Peter 
eame in Rome, butt dwelled in Antioch, 
preachyng there the worde of God all the 
. dayes of his lyfe, fo that the Biſhop of An- 
- tioch ſhold of reaſon be rather Peteres ſuc- 
* | cCeſſour 
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ceſſour then the * B of Rome. And the 
Keyes that were geven to Peter, appere not 
to be geven to any ſucceſſour, butt unto 
Peter onely, who had no leſſe of the holy 
goſt, then the Pope hath of the devil, and 


what effecte theſe Keyes have, it may well 
be ſene, when we conſidre oure owne my- 
ſerable Synnes, which you beleve lieth' in 


hym to bynde or louſe. FIf I never ſynne, 
how can he bynde me, and if I ſynne 1 


bynde my ſelf. If it pleaſe God by Chriſt 
to pardon me, what devil can anoye me? 
And if God wyll not forgive me, what 
creature can brynge me unto eaven ? 80 
that unleſſe the Pope is greater? then God, 


and can enforce Chriſt or God to make and 


marre as he wyll, you muſt nedes confeſſe 
the Popes authoritie, to be utterly vayne 


or ſuperſticious. Butt (my deuty of reve- | 


rence reſerved towardes religion) ſpeakyng 


by proteſtacion, I ſhall tell you merely how 


thoſe Keyes came to Peter: Chriſt havyng 
| bolted the gates of heaven, and barred the 
dore on the inwarde ſyde, bad Peter kepe 
thoſe Keyes _ the daie of judgment, 


before 
8 Biſhop. 
$ This is a moſt powerful dilemma clearly proving 


the papal authority to be an impoſture. 


2 
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before which tyme ho wold that none ſhould 
corporally entre there by the gate, butt flee 
in ſpyrit over the wales, So that Peter all 
the dayes of his lyfe ſought to lead the true 
Chriſtians thyther by lyvely faith, as his 
maſter taught hym, and not by openyng 
the gates: And therefore hid the Keyes in 
| his habitacion in Antioch, where they lay 
many yeres unknowen, Att length in 
the tyme of Phoca the emperour of Con- 
ſtantinople a ſimple Preit found them, and 
marveylyngat the curious workmanſhip be- 
yng as they were of divine operacion, to 
gratifie his lorde the Emperour wyth ſo 
ryche a thynge, went and preſented them 
unto his Maieſtie, who not knowyng how 
to uſe them, gave them aftreward unto Poc- 
kiface (I would ſay * Bonitace the thirde) 
by whom they were firſt brought unto the 
Romayne church. Butt in effecte this Bo- 
niface ſekyng the Gates of heaven, fayled 
of his way, and by misfortune happened on 
the Gates of Hell, where unwyttyngly he 
Phe thoſe Keyes in uſe, and in very dede 
1 1 
* This Boniface was elected Pope i in the year 607. 
He obtained an Imperial decree from Phocas by which 
the Church of Rome was declared chief, and himſelf 

univerſal Biſhop. Hiſt, du Papiſme par Heydeggeri. 
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at onte opened them (quia ports inferi a 


prevalerunt adverſye eum) in ſuch wyſe 
that the devyle gott out, and by playne 
force, aftte they had dra wen Boniface in, 


kept the gate ſo wyde open, chat all they 


Who have folowed Boniface in the papiſ- 
tical belefe, thynkyng to clymbe to hea - 
ven, ate fallen there by the way. Finally 
to conclude of the popiſh authoritie, it was 
not onely founde that the Pope was a falſe 
ptophet, a decey ver, and begyler of the 
humayne ſoules, butt alſo the ſelfe ſame 


Antechriſt whom John painteth in ſo many 


figures of his apbcalypſe, for as muche as 
Antechtift can be none otherwyſe expoun- 
ded butt by Chriſt his contrary: And the 


Pope unto Chriſt is fo contrary by Daniel, 


that the matter was to evydent. For where 
as Chriſt was humble, patient, chaſt, poore, 


4 conſtaunt, and 'obedient, ſekyng alwayes i 


che fulfyllyng of his fatheres wyll, and not 
his owne. The Pope clene contrary was 


ptoude, impacient, lecherous, riche, in- 


conſtaunt and difobedient, not ſekyng the 
fulfyllyng of any parte of Godes wyll, butt 
his owne wyll onely, in diſpite of the 
world. As for N Chai humble 
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hym ſelf to the waſhyng of bis Apoſtles 
fete, patiently ſuffered the ſcribes and Pha · 
riſes to contend with hym, ehaſtly reſiſt- 
ed the worldly poſſeſſiones of the deviles 
temptacion in the deſert, lyved poorely 
without any habitacion of his owne, was 
conſtaunt in fulfyllyng the law for the 
ſynnes of his fatheres elected; and laſt of 
all obediently ſuffred death, offeryng hym 
ſelf alone, crowned with thorne on the 
tre of the croſſe, for the redempcion of all 
the nombre of true Chriſtianes. And the 
Pope moſt arrogauntly maketh not the 
meane people, * butt the ſelfe Emperour to 
kyſſe his fete, impatiently can he abyde 
any man that wold ſpeake agaynſt his ty- 
rauny and. abhominaciones, refiſteth not, 
butt rather embraceth the unchaſt develiſh - 
temptaciones, that is to wete, omnia reg- 
na mundi. lyveth moſt richly in his ſump- 
tuous imperiall palaces of his owne, hath 
no Aa of conſtancye in doyng any good 
D F Yup a thinge 
* The Emperor Frederic Batbatoſſa deſiring to be 
reconciled with Pope Alexander the third, threw bim- 
ſelf at his feet, when this Servus Seryorum ſtamped his 
foot upon the Emperor's neck, ſaying, thay foal tread 
** the aſd, and trample on the Lion and the Dragon. 
Hey deggeri.. 
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thinge that Godes law commaundeth, butt 
hath ſo muche to do with the marchaun- 
dice of other menes ſynes, that he cannot $ 
ſe, to recken with his owne, for that litle 
conſtauncie that he hath, is onely in per- 
ſecutyng of Chriſtes faithfull, and finally 
is diſobedient both unto God, and alſo unto 
nature, offeryng hym ſelf crowned with ſo 
many ,crownes of gold, to the deſtruction 
of ſo many nombres of men, as dayly be 
ſlayne of all handes for his onely cauſe. 
And it was not onely proved that the Pope, 
was this contrary to Chriſt in his doynges, 
butt alſo in his doctrine and ceremonies, 


from the firſt to the laſt, to longe nowe to, 


reherſe. Yea and that not this lyvyng pope 
alone; butt all they that are dead beyng 
comprehended undre that name ſpecyally 
from the tyme of that Boniface the zd for- 
wardes. for though the Popes have bene 
diveres in outwarde cuſtomes, ſome. leſſe 


wycked then other, yett in the inwarde 


| hipocriſy they have all folowed, the De- 


les daunce. 
Butt what nede I to as fo ak ſynce 


k here tay there i is a tragedye entitled Free 
ä wyll, 


1 4 ] 
wyll, which ſo well deſcrieth his coloures, 

that there nedeth no more doute of this mat 
ter. As you ſaye (fayde my contrary) I 
have herd muche reaſonyng of this trage- 
dye, Butt the learned men condemne it, and 
ſay that it hath neither forme nor faſhion' 
of a tragedye. And * wote ye why qd. I, 
becauſe the tragedye condemneth the ab- 
hominacions of theſe your learned men: 
and therefore now that they can fynde none 
anſwere to deface the trueth thereof, they 
only contend with the proportion: and 
theſe are the membres of your mother holy 
church. Why ſaid he, what can ye ſay. 
by our mother holy church? I ſay (qd. I) 
that ſhe is an errant whore a fornicatrix, 
and adultreſs with the Princes of the erth, 
and an expreſſe enemye of the Father Sonne, 
and Holygoſt, and of the lawfull church, 
the eſpouſe of Chriſt; for as Chriſt the 
ſonne of God, in lawfull matrimonye, en- 
gendereth on his holy church by the + 
ſpanne of his bloude ſpred on the croſſe, all 
the lawfull begotten chyldren of falvacion 
in faithe and charitie : So the Pope, ſonne 

wool c | _ 
.* Know. {| Said, 

+ Effaſion 
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of he Deuil (your God in erth) in forai- 
cacion engendreth on your whoriſh mother 
church, all the Baſtardes of perdition (that 
beleve remiſſion of Syanes in hym) by ig- 


noraunce or ſuperſticion. At theſe wordes 
my ſayde adverſary, all ſwellyng for anger, 


approached with his dagger to have ſmyt - 
ten me: Butt the other Gentylmen preſent 
held bym, and in my quarell threatened 


hym, aſſuryng him they wold take my 


nede : and ſo pacified hym ſooner then me, 
who for the preſent remembred not where 
I was, fo his ſodayne fume gave occaſion. 
of many wordes and muche ado : and longe 


it was or ever my ſpirites were quieted. Fi- 


nally my memory return ed: and required: 


af theſe gentylmen to procede unto the reſt 
af my purpoſe ſeynge them earneſtly at- 


tentive to heare me, in maner of exclama- 


cion, thus began I to ſay: Ol ffrewill, 
where arte thou, O] patience, O] humi- 
litie, O! diſcretion, in what have I of. 
fended you? And, yett I *awyſle I little 
nede to marvayle, ſince common experience 
yeldeth me an moons anſwere: for when 

| I regarde 


Know. 
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T regarde the diſeourſe of ' philoſophy, all 
ſaytle and rekoned, I fynde the wyll of 
man in the boſome of his appetite; not- 
withſtandyng that the wiſe Philophers have 
ever coveted to place the wyll betwene ten. 
fon and the appetite, indifferently inclynu-« 
ble to cather parte, at the mans free elec» 
tion. Butt now to prove that the appe · 
tite agaynſt rcafon draweth no leſſe the wyll 
unto him then ſubſtaunce of the earth and 
water, agaynſt the fyre and ayet draweth 
the body unto the hevye centere I'wyHl 
ſeke none other wyttnes butt this gentyl- 
mans one ſuddane motion agaynſt me 3 
for ydu all can teſtifie, there was no man 
interrupted hym, whileſt he ſayde what he 
wold agaynſt the honour of my foucraign 
lorde the Kynge deceaſed, of whom he 
hath ufed the extremeſt termes he could de- 
vyſo. And agayne I preſumed not to de- 
| fend hym, untyll wyth one voyce'you all 
had geven me the charge commifſion fo to 
do: So that reaſon wold he ſhould ſembla- 
bly have gene * me quiet audience, not th 
ſpeake as an indifferent, but as his playne 
be Bate when his appetite hang · 


yng 


* Given, + Profeſſed Antagoniſt, 
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2 85 yng hehye in the balaunce had drawen bis 


fght,. then wrought his coler * the venime 
that he wold have vomited agaynſt my te- 
nets. for this wyll 1 offer, » that if. L. be 


proved-a lyar,: Lam content not only to a- 


byde your ſentence, but alſo that puniſh- 
mont that he hym ſolf ſhall iudge me wor- 
thy: With which wordes I pauſed: So that 
they fearyng I wold ſay no more, beganne 
of new to aſſure me from hurte;: and pray- 
td me not to leave of ſo lightly, butt to re- 
torne to my enterpriſed matter. Well ſayde 
I, to ſatisfſie you, I would take on me a 
muche more labour then this: And there- 
fore folowyng my reaſon, as touchyng the 


BI of Rocheſter and Thomas Moore whom 


the Kynges maieſtic cauſed to be behead- 
ed. If I ſhould ſay they were not learned, 


I ſhould repugne the veritie; butt in very - 


dede, there learnyng was much more ground- 
ed on the Thomiſtical, Ariſtoticall and 
Scholaſticall philoſophy, then in the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, as heareafter you ſhall per- 
ceyve, for when the Kynges highnes was 
* perſwaded to underſtand the Popes 
uſurped 


Y 


Choler. f Biſbop. 


wyll ſo low, that reaſon was cleane out of 
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uſurped power, not by theſe my rehetſed 
authorities, butt by more profes. then a 
whole Byble would conteyne, and by the 
conſent of the greateſt learned mens opi- 
nions of all the univerſities of Chriſten- 
dome, as there be dyvers alyve in Paris, 
Pavia, ' Padua, Bolognia, and els where can 
teſtifie, ' whoſe counſell his Maieſtie exa- 
mined or ever he would attempt the ad- 
nullyng and extyrpyng thereof: his high- 
nes then I ſay, called his generall Parlia- 
ment, with out which, he determined no 
greate matters. And the Parliament to lett 
you wete, is divided in two counſayles, 
The one of the nobilitie and Prelates, and 
the other of the comons of the realme : that 
is to ſay ij of the wyſeſt men of every Citie, 
of every greate Borough, and of every Pro- 
vynce of his dominions. Now amonge 
thoſe Counſels the Popiſh matter was pro- 
poned, and there was Pro et Contra, held 
and kept more than a whole yere longe. 
For in the parliament the law permitteth 
all men with out daunger to ſpeake, as well 
agaynſt as with the Kynge : So that the old 
ſuperſticion havyng more authoritie in the 
obſtacle hertes, then the preſent veritie, 

| wold 
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wold not geve place to the Kynges purpoſe, 
untyll by open preachyng throughout the 

realme, the blynde people began ſo mani · 
feſt to ſe, that many of them who befare 
moſt carnefily favoured the Pope, hecame 
then his greateſt cnemyes : whereof there 
folowed a ſtatute made by the ſame parlia- 
ment, that no man upon payne of death 
mold call the Pope other then the byſhop 
of Rome, nor in any wyſe mayntayne his 
quarrell. And thus ceaſed the Popes re- 
venue. of Peter Pence, of Jubileis, of In- 
dulgencies and, Pardons, of Diſpenſacions, 

and ſuch other baggage as before tyme ad- 

vayled the Popes purpoſe better than an 

hundreth thouſand Ducates a yere, out of 

England. You muſt now nevertheles un- 
dierſtand, that though this acte paſſed ſo in 

the parliament, yett all the parties of the 

fame conſented not unto it; for the iudg- 
ment in the parliament houſe caſes is geven 
by divydyng all the perſons, all that fay 
yea on the one ſyde of the houſe, and all 

that fay nay on the other ſyde: And the 
moſt nombre do alwayes attayne the ſen- =_ 
tence. And to the purpoſe. The B. ] 
of Rocheſter and Moore amonge the reſt 
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held bend be regalyne parte, accordyng 
to their conſcience (as I ſuppoſe :) for when 
they ſaw the contrary to have place, then 
Hanged they downe the head and murmur- 
ed agaynſt the Kynge provokyng his diſ- 
pleaſure, otherwyſe then it became true 
ſubiectes to do. And his Maieſtie think - 
yng nevertheles, by reaſon and fayre meanes, 


wyth tyme to perſwade them, ſupported 


there ignoraunce more than ix monthes. 
Butt when there predeſtinate miſchiefe wold 


not ſuffre his benignitie to over come their 


hardened hertes, & and that the Kynge att 
lengthe perceyved there invincible obſti- 
nacic (to have a begynnyng of operacion) 
for the Cardinals hatt was allready upon the 
way commyng toward the fame B of Ro- 


cheſter, not onely as a worthy rewarde of 
his merite ; butt alſo for a buckler under 


the which the Pope thought to handle his 
cruell ſworde, his highnes I fay, fearyng 
the example of his predecefſour Kynge 
John, or ever they had arryved, ſhaved the 
Biſhops Crowne by the ſhoulders, to ſee 
aftreward, where. the Pope wold beſtow 


his Cardinal hatt : and ſerved Moore of 
the 


* Hearts; 
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| the ei. after he had kept them 


both 4 monthes in priſon, and uſed all the 
meanes poſſible to diſſwade them from their 


errour. Here one of the gentylmen aſked 
me what was that Kynge John that I had 
named? To whom I anſwered: It was 
one that beyng Kynge of England, more 
then 300 yeres agone ſought that tyme to 


confounde the Popes. uſurped Authoritie, 


Iyke as the laſt Kynge hath done: butt be- 
cauſe his Biſhops at that tyme had more 
power in his owne realme then he, after 
vij yeres excommunicacion, he was con- 
ſtrayned to renounce his Royall Crowne in 


to the Popes handes, and remaynyng pry- 


vate a certain ſpace : at length came on his 


knees before the Popes legate to be aſſoy- 


led, and there. thankfully receyved his 


crowne agayne. Was he not trow you, 
well * entreated ? That he was forſoth, 


and finally well rewarded, for an holy 
monke poy ſoned hym, and ſo his miſera- 
ble 


» Treated. * 
7 This atrocious method of betraying men out of 
life, ſeems to have been frequently practiſed by the ro- 
miſh clergy. We have an inſtance of it Anno 1308 


in the unfortunate Emperor Henry I. who happening to 
diſpleaſe 


i 
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ble reconeilement had 4 miſerable end. 


And as for the Kynges uſurping of the pa- 
_ pal zvthoritic in diſpenſacion of the papat , 
eceleſiaſticall biſhoprickes and benefices, 1 
am ſure it is not unknowen unto you, that 
every ſeculer lorde (as they call them) in 
moſt places of their dominions tyme out of 
mynde, have diſpoſed and geven the pri- 
vate benefices to what prieſts it hath pleaſ- 
ed them; by the authoritie of the name of 
patrones of "theſe Benefices ! So that the 
EKynge havyng tried the ſubſtaunce of the 
Popes Authoritie, with no lefle diligence 
then the Alchymiſts do the metall at the 

| fyre x fyndyng hym ſelf abſolute patron of 
his private Chriſtian Dominion, thought 
it meter, as Prince and Apoſtle, to attend 
hym ſelf unto the makyng of the Biſhops | 
of the Engliſh Church ; then to ſuffre one 
forrayne B by onely informacion of the 
greate * curriour, | maſter moriey z: and 
therefore u otgy to know both the per- 
„ _ Jon, 


diſpleaſe the 5 See, was poiſoned in an Hoſt admini- 
ſtered by Bernard Politian a Dominican Monk, at the 
inſtigation of the vindictive Pope Clement Veh. : 


Ay ! X 


* Courier or Intelligencer, 


* 


( $2 ] 
fon, and biſhopricke, or ever he wold diſ- t 
poſe the golden myter and ſylver paſtorall. t 
Butt in the other thinges he hath nothinge { 
folowed the papall dignitie: for whereas 0 
the Pope by his indulgencies and jubilies, Fo 
| draweth the perſon to ydolatry, to truſt re- 1 
mimiſſion of Synnes in his beaſtly authori- 1 
tie, and by diſpenſacions encourageth men h 
to committ periury, adultery, fofnioatian, 7 
uſury, murder and infinite other ſuche, “ 


N - n 
_ contrary to Gods commaundements: The b 
Kynge hath not wylled to transforme hym 2 
= ſelfe into the Idol of neither of theſe to tl 
= cales, by promyſyng pardon of Synnes to * 
1 them that beleye in, or by diſpenſyng with tl 
the damnable doynges o of the wycked; butt 1 
bath wiſhed all men to be obedient, unto , f 
1 the lawes of iuftice, 8 knowlegyng him ſelf h. 
| ang 0217 ut v3 6967 4621979 « cli gti.it 30 . n 
>; 4 leatiaa;o!o 70 vo A no.. o 
| In 147x Sixrus a inſtituted the public ms by 
. in 8 each woman paid a weekly tribute of a Julio CC 
8 - 4 his pretended holineſs. And Coruelius Agrippa in his bi 
vanity of Sciences ſays, that in thoſe days the Prelates W 
eſtimated their revenues thus: two Benefices, a Rectory " 

at a thouſand crowns, two Prioties at five hundred, and 8 
nine whores. . th 
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to be leſſe chen a perfect man; and not 
more then a godly chriſt, as the Pope pre- 
ſumeth to be. The triall whereof is evy- 
dent, by the anſwere of Chtiſt hym ſelfe 
unto the mother of the ſonne of Zebede, 
 whet he ſayde, it laye not in hym to graunt 
the ſyttyng in heaven on his tight or lefte 
hand unto Jobn or James, for they muſt 
ſitt there whom God the father had ordey- 
ned thereunto. And the Pope remyttyng 
both pena et culpa, taketh out of heaven 
and thruſteth into hell, and out of hell by 
the way of purgatory; carieth in to heaven 
who it pleaſeth hym, placyng this ſaint in 
the + Queer of Martires, and that other a- 
mongeſt the virgines, Confeſſors and holy 
fathers, Patriarches and falſe prophetts: as 
he liſt to canoniſe them. Of which cano« 
niſates oure 8. Thomas of Canterbury is 
one; whoſe ſpoyled ſhryne and burned 
bones ſemeth ſo gieately to offend: youre 
conſcience : and it is true I cannot denye, 
butt that the Kynges Maieſtie founde a 
wonderfull treaſure aboute the ſame, for in 
the ſpace of more then 250 yeres I thinke 
there have bene few Kynges or Princes 


E 2 chriſtened, 
+ Choir. 


0 layne. This Kynge was named Henry the 
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8 that dyd not either bryng or 
ſend ſome of their richeſt. Jewels thether: 
And I reporte me unto you then, what the 
* recourſe of the common people was, to 
ſe that Sepulchre; beyng ſo preciouſly a- 
dourned with Gold and Stone, that at mid- 
night you might in maner have deſcryveth 
all thinges as well as at noone day. Butt 
now to ſpeake of this ſaints life or holynes 
in few wordes, I ſhall reherſe unto you the 
effects of his ſtory. } His father was an c 
Engliſh marchaunt, butt his mother was a 
paynim I wote not of what parte of Bar- 
bary : and he the Sainte was brought up at 
Scoole, where he ſtudied ſo longe, that at 
length he became well learned in the Ca- 
non lawes, and then growen unto mans 
yeres he was brought by frendſhip unto the 
Kynges Court, and made the Kynges Chap- 


ij and in proceſle of, tyme, began ſo to fa- 
vour this bleſſed 8. Thomas for his courtly 
behavour, 


* Concourſe. 
t Lora Herbert in his life of r 8th whats this 
ſtory, which he acknowledges to have taken from our 
author ; whoſe MSS he had therefore met with. 


I 
behavour, that by litle and litle he exal- 
ted hym from Chaplayne to Counſayler, 
from Counſeler to Biſhop, and from By- 
ſhop to the higheſt dignitie nexte hym ſelfe; 
that is to ſay Chaunceler of England : fy- 
nally this Henry, began by good occaſion 
to perceyve the errours of this malignaunt 
church that reigneth here ſtyll amonge you, 
andlyke a good Chriſtian Prince, wold glad- 
ly have reformed it firſt with the correc- 
tion of the miniſters abhominable lyfe, and 
after with the due conſequent remedies. Butt 
this holy Sainte havyng for his parte the 
Archbiſhoprick of Canterbury, Metropo- 
litayne of all the others ; with as good as 
50 Thouſand ducates of yerely revenue; 
valiauntly reſiſted hym, and had that cou- 
rage, that apparelled in Pontificalibus with 
the Miter and golden Croſſe; in the | 
.Kynges preſence, he accurſed all them that 
in worde or dede wolde offend his holy mo- 
ther church or any miniſter of the ſame, 
in ſo muche that the Kynge kyndled by 
his iuſt diſdayne, baniſhed hym out of his 
ſight, and after remembryng how vilanouſ- 
ly his unkynde ſlave in his owne realme 
ſought of a Kynge to make a ſubiect, ſent 
23 of 
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of his offices to lay hand of hym. Butt 
this Sainte adviſed thereof by way of tray- 
terous intelligence, eſcaped out of tho 
realme, and fled unto Rome, where of the 
Pope he was worthely receiyed, quia mu- 
tud uniti ſtabunt. And hereupon the holy 
Romayne conſiſtory Excommunicated the 
Kynge and all his partakers, and openly in» 
terdicted the realme of England; which 
interdiction had ſo muche the more effect, 
by as muche as the other Biſhops that re» 
6 at home were of more Auctoritie 
then the Kynge, ſo that in terme of iiij 
yeres, there was no maſſe ſong, nor none 


other lyke good thinge ſayd in their churches, 


Finally the Pope wrought ſo muche with 


the moſt chriſtian Kynge, and the moſt | 


chriſtian with the leſſe chriſtian, that the 


Saint was reconciled, The Prieſts licenſed 


to conſecrate, and the holy mother church 
in peace, Butt there was a triumphe of 


ryngyng of Bells I trow | Well Syr in con- 


cluſion this bleſſed Sainte Thomas could 


not thus be contented, butt after a cer- 


tayne tyme his coler began to worke ; that 
he aſhamed not openly to uſe, I wote not 


__ . what approbloparocder agaynſt theKynges 


which 
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which on a day were referred to his grace 
as he ſatt-at His meate. Na (ſayde the 
Kynge) bave I brought bym up of nought to 
dryve me out of my realme ? Tf I were ſerv- 
ed of men as I am of Wemen, he ſhould not 
thus contend with mein myne owne houſe, 
Theſe wordes were marked of them that 
wayted on the Table, in ſuch wife that 
without more adoe, 7 of thoſe gentylmen 
waiters confederated together, and ſtreyght 
wayes toke their journey to Canturbery; 
where tariyng there tyme, on an Evenyng 
fyndyng this Byſhop in the common Cloy- 
ſer, after they had aſked hym certayne 
queſtions, whereunto he moſt arrogantly 
made'anfwere ; they flew hym. And here 
began the holynes. For incontinently as 
theſe gentylmen were departed, the monkes 
of that monaſtery locked up the church 
_ doores, and perſwaded the people that the 
bells fell on ryngyng by them ſelves. And 
here was crying of miracles miracles! ſo 
earneſtly, that the devilliſh monkes to nou- 
riſh the ſuperſticion of this new martired 
ſaynt, havyng the place longe tyme ſepe- 
rate unto them ſelves, quia propter ſangui- 
nem ſuſpenduntur ſacra, corrupted the freth 

2124 Water 
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water of a well there by, with a certayne 
mixture that many tymes it appeared 
bloudy, which they perſwaded ſhould pro- 
cede of myracle of the holy marterdome, 
and the water merveylouſſy cured all ma- 
ner of infirmities; in ſo muche that the 
ignoraunt multitude came togethers of all 


hauandes, ſpecyally after the falſe miracles 


were confermed by the Popes Canoniſa- 
cion, which folowed within few yeres af- 
ter, as ſone as the Romaye ſee had ratified 
this ſaintes glory i in heaven. Yea, and more, 
theſe fayned miracles had ſuch credit at 
length, that the poore Kynge hym ſelfe 
was perſwaded to beleve them, and in ef- 
fecte came in perſon to viſett the holy place 
with greate repentaunce of his paſſed well 
dora. FT. and for ſatisfaction of his runes 

| 8A 


+ Machiavel in his account of this tranſaction e enters 
into a detail of the penance impoſed on King Henry 
by Pope Alexander the third. The King was enjoined 
to aſſemble all the nobles of the realm, and in their 
preſence to exculpate himſelf upon oath ; he was alſo 
to fend forthwith two hundred ſoldiers to Jeruſalem 
armed at his own expence, and paid for à years ſervice. 
And he was to raiſe as numerous an army as he could. 


within three rear and lead it into Palertine; He re- 
ceived 
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gave many greate and fayre poſſeſſions to 


the monaſterye of the fore ſayde religious: 

And thus finally was the holy Martir ſane- 
tified on all handes. Butt the Kynges ma- 
ieſtie that now is dead fyndyng the maner - 
of this ſaintes lyfe to agree evil with the 
proportion of a very ſainte, and merveylyng 
at the vertue of the water that [healed all 
infirmities, as the blynde worlde ſayde, de- 
| termined to ſee the ſubſtanciall proſe of 
this thinge, in effect founde theſe mira- 
eles to be utterly falſe ; for when the ſu- 
perſticion was taken away from the i igno- 
raunt multitude, then ceaſed all the vertue 
of the water, vhich now remayneth playne' 
water, as all other waters do: So that the 
Kynge moved of neceſſitie, could no leſſe 
do then deface the ſhryne that was an au- 
thour of ſo muche ydolatry. Whether the 


doyng thereof hath bene the "OE of 
eee 
ceived the Pope's nba to annul all acts that had | 
paſſed during his reign to the diſadvantage of the eccle- 8 
ſiaſtical liberties: and to permit any of his ſubjects to 
appeal to Rome. All cheſe things ſays Machiavel were 
conſented to by Henry, and thus a great King ſubmit- 
ted himſelf to ſuch conditions as would in theſe days 


put a private man to the bluſh. Sottomeſi fi a quel giu- 
dicio 


Es 1 88 3 
the canoniſed faint or not, I cannot tell. * 
Butt chis is web, that his bones are ſpred 
B81 1 = We 2 amongeft 


ate n qhe hotgi re prirato 6 ver- 
| gogranebbe a ſottomerſi. Hift, Flor. Lid, 3: 13 


*. The caſe of this Archbiſhop is very remarkable; It 
is well known that he was po ſopner deceaſed than the 
Romiſh Church with all convenient diſpatch granted 
him a handfome eſtate in Pope's Paradi iſe, to have and to 
hold in capite ;- together 4 71 the honorable Title of 


Saint. This was generouſiy done, and he remained ia 
quiet poſſeſſian of the gift for, ſeveral centus ies t: Vaſt- | 


ly reſpected it ſeems by all his acquaintance, in thoſe 
parte. Fortunate days! He was adored by ſundry wo- 
men and children, and many'a candle ſmoaked before 
his wocden/embaſſadors below. So far he went on fwim- 
mingly. It was St. Thomas. here, and St. Thomas 
there ! He was invoked in all languages. But now for; 
2 a difmal revolution, The abovementioned chureh 42 
roſe all of a fudden, and without ſaying by your leave 
or with your leave fairly turned bim out of his habira- 


tion, and ſtripping him of his title let him dows the wind = 


to prey on fortune. It is very hard for a gentleman: to be 
a a ſaint for two or three hundred years, living in ſplen- 
dor all the while, and then to be driven one don't know 
where, and to be called Becket, plain Becket. What 


ſeems to confirm many people in the opinion of his non 


reſidence in Pope's Paradiſe, is, that he has been very 
ſparing « of his miracles of jate, apd the oldeſt man Ur- | 
ing eee e go hav perferined can." 

oF e's n 0 nat However 
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amongeſt the bones of ſo many dead men, 
that without ſome greate miracle they wyll 
not be found agayne.: By my trouth (ſayde 
one of the gentylmen) in this your Kynge 
dyd as I wold have done. What (qd myne 
adverſary) do ye credit hym? Within a litle 
ſayd that other for bis tale is ſenſible; and 
I haye knowen of the lyke falſe! miracles 
here i in Italye, proved before my face. No 
(qd. 1) harken well unto me, in this myne 
anſwere agaynſt miracles, and you ſhall 
heare thinges of another ſorte. In tymes 
paſt England hath bene occupied with moe 
pilgrimages then Italye is now. For as 
you have here our lady in ſo many places, 
de Loretto, de Gratia. de Miracoli, rAn- 

nuntiata di Florenſa, San Roche, 8. An- 
tonio di Padua that preſented godes body 
to an Ae, and ſo many others, as ye 
know: 


Medes be this as it may the 08 of 1 in 
Normandy are of opinion he is as good a ſaint 35 ever; 
accordingly they ſtill keep a glaz'd box of his relics on 
the grand altar of their Cathedral. This box is about 
the ſize of a common lanthorn, and may contain apound 
of wax caſt into different ſhapes of bones. Thele Phoe- 
nixes which have happily been preſerv'd, entitle the 
prieſt, who collected them to a compliment, equal — 
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know: Even ſo had we our lady of Wal- 


fingham, + of Penriſe, of Iſlynton. 8 Tho- 


mas, 8 John of Sukſton that coniured the 
devil in to a * bote, and ſo many holy 
i Roodes, that it was a wonder, and here 
and there ranne all the world : Yea the 
Kynge hym ſelfe, tyll god opened his eyes 


was blynde, and obſtinate as the reſt: 1 


meane in the tyme when he wrote agaynſt 


Martins ; 


that beſtowed by Mr. Ferchues on the induſtrious Nim- 


ming Ned ; than whom no body was allow d to ſave more 
out of the Fire. - 


I + Walfingham in Norfolk is 112 miles diſtant from 
London. It was to this our Lady, that queen Kathe- 


rine appointed a perſon by her will, to perform a pilgri- 
mage after her deceaſe; for the repoſe of her ſoul. There 
is ſtill a fpriog at Walſingham called Holy well, and 
near it ſtand the temains of a croſs before which the Pi | 


grims uſed to kneel, while they made their invocation 
tQ the Virgin Mary ; who was to be render'd propiti- 


ous, according to the number, or value of the pieces of 


nioney thrown by the ſuppliant into the well. 


"7 oe Naides of this pure fountain may naturally be 
| ſuppoſed to have fiſh'd a very comfortable in out of 


this Hoh. well. 


Boot. 
1 Croſſes. 
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I Luther. And theſe Roodes, and theſe 
our ladyes, were all of an other ſorte then 
_ theſe your ſayntes be. For there were few 

of them butt thatwith ſingines'that were in 
them, could becken, either with their 
heades or handes, or move their eyes, or 
mannage ſome parte of their bodies, to the 
purpoſe that the freers and prieſts wold 
uſe them: And ſpecially one Chriſt Italio- 
nate that with the heade anſwered yea and 
nay unto all demaundes. But amongeſt 
the reſt one thinge I ſhall tell you eſpecial 
ly. In a certayne monaſterye called Hayles, 
there was a greate offeryng to the bloude 
of Chriſt, brought thether many yeres ago 
out of the holy land of Jeruſalem, and this 
bloude had ſuch vertue, that as longe as 

the pilgrame were in TRY ſynne his fight 
| wold 


The work alluded to was printed at ** in 
quarto by Richard Pinſon, Anno 1521 with this title. 
Aſſertio ſeptem ſacramentorum adverſus Martyn Lu- 
ther, edita ab invictiſſimo Angliae et Franciae rege, et 
de Hybernià, ejus nominis octavo. That is to ſay 
A defence of the ſeven ſacraments againſt Martin Lu- 
ther, compoſed by the moſt invincible King of Eng- 
land France, and Ireland, of his name the eight. 


I Engines. 
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wold nat ſerve bym toregatdeit ; Butt in- 


continently as he were in the ſtate of grace, 


he ſhold playnely behold it. Se here the 


erafte of theſe ſoulequellers. It behoved 


ech perſan that came thether to ſe it, firſt 


to confeſſe hym ſelf, and then paiyng a cer- 


tayne ſomme unto the Common of that 


Monaſterit to enter into a chappel, upon 
the Altar whereof, this bloude ſhould be 
ſhewed hym. This meane while by a ſe- 
cret Way bebynde the Altar, came the 
Monke that had confeſſed hym, and pre- 


- ſented upon the Altar a Pix * of Chriſtall 


greate and thick as a 58 baule on the one 
ſyde, and thynne as a glafſe on the other 
ſyde, in the which the bloude on the thynne 
ſyde was open and clere to the ſight : and 
on the other ſyde impoſlible to be diſcern- 


ed. Now if this holy confeſſor thought by 
the confeſſion that he had herd, that the 


qualitie of the partie confeſſed wolde yelde 


hym more money, then ſhewed he forth 


the thick ſyde of the pixe, through which 
the bloude was inviſible; ſo that the per- 
ſon ſeyng hym ſelfe remayne in deadely 
dung, muft turne and returne unto his 
confeſſoure, 
. or Phial. § Ball. 
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confeſſoure, tyll by payng for Maſſes and 


other ſuche Almes, he had purchaſed the 
fight of the thynne ſyde of the chriſtall, 

aud then was he ſafe in the favout of God; 
untyll he fell in ſynne agayne. And what 
bloude trow you was this? Theſe Monkes 
(for there were ij ſpecially and ſecretly ap- 
poynted to this office) Every Saterday kyl- 
led a ducke, and reneued therewith, - this 
conſecrated bloude, ks they themſelves con- 
feſſed not onely in ſecrete butt alſo openly 

before an approved audience. And was 
this miracle thinke you alone, No No. 
Alas, if I ſhould “ traine you with the re- 
herſall of ſpeciall Miracles, I could tell you 
of thouſands as true as this, or rather bet- 

ter, For we had holy & Maydens, that ly- 


Lead you on. 


$ Our author in this place ſeems to allude to Eliza- 
| beth Barton the maid of Kent. This woman had been 
"troubled with hyfterical fits, during which the utter d 
incoherent and maniacal expreſſions ; whence the ig- 
noratit were tempted to believe ſhe was inſpir d. She 
was prevail'd on by two Priefts to aſſume the charactet 
of a Propheteſs, in which impoſture ſhe was fayot'd by 
Fiſher the Biſhop of Rocheſter ; who fix'd on her as an 
inftrument in replacing Katherine on the throne, _ 
| _ us 


— 
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ved not by Manna as the Jewes in the de- 
ſert, butt by foode of impalpable ſpirites: 
aud ſuch. as could tell all the ſecretes of 
God, and how all mens matters went in 


| heaven, where unto this ſure gallaunt Au- 
ricular confeſſion was 10 diligent a miniſ- 


ter, that it were a wonder to tell. And 
can you blame the Kynge, though he hang- 
ed, and burned thoſe hipocriticall knaves 
and whores, that were authours of ſo 
muche abhominacion and ſuperſticion? 


And dyd he not as good ſervy ce unto god 


in deſtroying the place of thoſe imagina- 
6 2 * PI l e 


thus inſtructed and ſupported, ſhe pretended to be re- 


cover'd of her infirmities by the help of the Virgin, took 
the veil, ſaw viſions, heard divine choirs, and receiv'd 


from Mary Magdalen a Letter from heaven. She pro- 


phecied that if Henry ſhou'd proceed in the divorce and 


marry another wife, he wou'd in a month loſe his crown, 


and die the death of a villain. 


Her oracles began now to poiſon the minds of ſeve- 
ral unintelligent people, ſo that it became neceſſary to 
| puniſh her pernicious temerity ; accordingly ſhe with 
Fiſher and many of her accomplices were apprehended, 
In-the courſe of her examination it appear'd that the 
Letter from Heaven was written by one Hankherſt a 


prieſt at Canterbury, and that ſhe was a vile proſtitute, 
as well as a treaſonable - incendiary : She was executed 


at — 


< ene 00 . 
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ble Saintes, that drew the people unto there 
belefe and truſt of theſe falſe miracles, as 
the good Ezechias Kynge of Juda dyd in 
delraging the Moſaicall Braſen Serpent and 
ovetthrowyng the Images, and holowed 
| wadds conſecrated unto; there ydols,! ? Yea 
undoubtedly dyd he, for all the Myracles 
that the blynde people conceyve to procede 
by theſe i images or by meanes of theſe re- 
preſented Sayntes, are eleane repugnaunt 
to the Chriſtian faith, and alſo unto Gods 
perfection. And the reaſon is this: God 
is onely divine and perfect, who by his di- 
vinitie of, nought hath created, all thinges, 
and in bis, perfection conteyneth and go- 
verneth all thinges, to that end that he ine- 
vitably hath determined: and every angel, 
every devyll, and every man is a creature, 8 
with out either deitie or perfection, ſynce 
every thing that hath begynnyng or. end ĩs 
imperfect: and where as god is preſent 
every where, and worketh all in all thinges, 
as 8. Paule affirmeth: the cteature contrary 
wyſe is preſent onely to the place of his ſer- 
vyce, as the Angel in heaven, the Deuyl 
in hell, and the man in earth. Now to 
my purpoſe. If the Sayntes who are Crea- 
oh | fures 


* 
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tures be in heaven, and want (as they do 


in dede) the perfection of Godes deitie, how 
is It poſſible, that abſent from the erth, the 


ſainte whome the erthly man imagineth for 
his advocate ſhold heare the mans prayer, 


though well he wold crye with a trumpettes 
voyce towardes heaven. Sancta Maria 
ora pro nobis? And agayne. None know- 


eth mans thought butt God alone: neither 


Angel, Saint nor Deoy1; for the ſcriptures 
affirme God to be the onely ſearcher of the 
hartes. So that neither hearyng me, nor 
knowyhg. my hert, it is icpoffible how the 
Saintes ſhold be micane' of my relefe : And 
as it is proved before, the holy fcjiptures 
affirnie Chriſt to be onely mediator betwene 
God and Man, prohibityng all faithfull 
people t to ſeke other meane. For who re- 
cyrreth to the Sainte cannot denye butt 
that he truſteth ſoner to ſpede that way, 
then by the mediate goyng to Chriſt, and 
ſo douteth of hym in whome onely he ought 
to truſt; for mayntenaunce of which there 


infidelitie, theſe Sophiſticall Theologianes 


have made them à god of glaſſe; wherein 
they imagen the Saynte to behold our ne- 
ceſſities, appoyntyng ech one of them unto 

a private 
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a private office lyke as firſt one Deuis, and 
after. hym Thomas of Aquina bath placed 
the offices. of Angels, this to the Cheru⸗ 
byns, and that to the fleyng Seraphimes, 
that other to the Dbmminaci nt and ſo for kl, 
niet 165 7 85 . 1 


re 


this lefled 8. Thomas 0 in 15 o 
conceyte above all the heavens, hath po 
ken of Celeſtial Spirites, thinges which he 
never herde nor ſaw. Butt the ignoraunt 
multitude that alwayes are more inclina- 
ble unto errour then unto the trueth, have 
taſted ſuch a ſavour in theſe i imaginacions, 

that becauſe God commonly graunteth'no "Y 
them the thinges that they moſt deſyre, 
they therefore have framed Godes that wyll 
do for them when they be prayed, 'bele« 
vyng better to attayne there purpoſes, by 
many then by one: and hereof, hath it fo- 
lowed, that when ſome perſon hath eſeap- 
ed any imminent perill, recovered helth 
from a þ grevous ficknes, or cure of à ſore 
Ta: wounde, 


+ It is cuſtomary for a true catholic who has been 
cured of any diſeaſe, by the power of a Saint, to hang 
| | up 


HJ... 
wounde, paſſed ſome daungerous tempeſts 


of the Sea, or obteyned ſome victory in 


armes, or ſome riches br poſſeſſions: in- 
continently he hath yelded thankes there- 
fore unto his familiar advocate in heaven, 
by whoſe meane he ymagyneth | to have re- 
—— ſuch benefites, which otherwyſe the 
mutable (as he beleveth) wold never have 
graunted bym, and therefore runneth to 
this or that image, with Candles, Torch- 
es, Lampes, Incenſe, Bells, and a thou- 

other tricks, affirmyng this and that 
miracle, which in effect are none other, 


utt their falſe and ignoraunt ymaginacions: 
and as to the burnyng of lights before thoſe 


Images, it is 5 fooliſh a thinge, that 1 me- 


| up a waren figure of the part affected on his altar. 80 


that the efficacy of theſe Patrons is diſcaverable upon a 
mere inſpeQtion of their trophies, And here it muſt be 


remarked that the ſize, or elegant dreſs of a Saint, does 


not recommend him to the devotion of an enlightened 
' romaniſt Theſe Honourable trophies are the ſureſt 
guides. I have ſeen a tall well dreſſed Saint with only one 
miſerable pair of waxen breaſts hung before him, while 
alittle figure ſcarce a foot high and without breeches, 
has been almoſt loſt in a' wilderneſs of arms, legs, and 


other members, 
ſemeth, 


! 


ſemeth, it meriteth rather to be laughed 
at, then to be ſpoken agaynſt. 
Butt this take I to be the reaſon chat 
moveth them there unto, becauſe the light 
of the Sunne ſuffiſeth not to direct the eyes 
of thoſe their blynde and * domme ydols by 
the day, therefore in the day tyme, do 
they ſerve them with enforced light, that 
ſhould ſerve for the nyght.. Or els they do 
it to blemiſh withall the brightnes of the 
Sunne, whoſe light perchaunce may be 
no leſſe enemy unto there nature, then con- 
trary to the ſight of the night owle. For 
by right they agree ſo well in the darke, 
that tyll the Sunne, ariſyng, they nede no 
light at all. This I ſpeak of the formal 
Saintes, for that + difformed body which 
Dumb. 
I The Hoſt: 5 There are tws ſorts of Hoſts, An- 
ing only in e being of the ſame ſubſtance dried 
paſte. 


Before they * paſſed Do the hands of the 
prieſt, it is commou to buy them at the rate of twelve 


a penny, for cloſing a love letter or wrapping up an 
electuary; for which laſt purpoſe they are in great 
vogne amongſt the apothecaries, The confectioners alſo 

conſume 
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of all other is ſuppoſed to have moſt lyfe, 

may in nowyſe want light in the night, left 

| perchaunce he ſhould happen to ariſe at 
ſome inconvenient houre, Butt what nede 

J thus to occupy myſelf with thoſe fooliſh 


Sayntes and pilgrimes, ſinee the thinge is 
now y fo rata unto all them that have 


cy es 


confume no contemptible quantity of theſe goods, put- 
ting them under their macaroons, which by this means 


are reckoned to eat remarkably criſp and ſhort, But 


when the prieſt has ſaid four words over them, they be- 
come vaſtly more valuable: As for the Hoſt Major it 
being three inches in diameter and decorated with fi- 
gures is naturally of more conſequence, than a mere 

it bon dieu of an inch over. Accordingly the firſt is 
exalted to the top of the grand altar, has a burning 
lamp for a conſtant companion, is incenſed and pray- 
ed to three times a day, beſides being every now and then 
regaled with a tune on the organ and ſerpent. This 
wafer divinity is locked up in the church o'nights, for 
fear thieves ſhould run away with him for the ſake of his 
gold caſe. He is led out in great pomp upon particular 
occaſions up ſtreet and down ſtreet at the pleaſure of a 
finger and tl. umb, being however well ſhut up in a glaſs 
vehicle for fear of damp which gee oy. oo ves, 
and ruin his habit of body. 

- As for the Hoſt Minor, jt coft no 10 than fon far- 
things; but then it is of a ſwallowable ſize, and that 


expenes is nover grudged by a nice palate, 


. 
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eyes, that who is he all moſt that cannot 


with reaſon, beſydes the Authorities of the 
ſcriptures confounde this ignoraunce ? 
Wherefore 1 wyll now diſpoſe me to ſpeake 
of the monaſteries which his Maĩeſtie ſup- 
preſſed, to the entent that you may undre- 
ſtand, what was the iuſt occaſion thereof. 
And thus when his highnes had found out 
the falſhod of theſe Juglers, who led the 
people unto this ydolatry of worſhipyng of 
Sayntes, belevyng of miracles and goyng 
on Pilgrimage here and there, as unto this 
houre you ſe it uſed here in Italy, beyng 
perſwaded by the preſumption of theſe ſpe- 
cyall thinges that I have reherſed, and of 
infinite others to longe now to be mencion= 
ed, that theſe abhominable freers were the 
very falſe prophets and ravenyng wolves, 
whome Chriſt prophecieth in the goſpell 
ſhold come under the apparel of lambes, 
to devoure the flock of true Chriſtians, his 
Maieſtie for the better diſcoveryng of thoſe 
hypocrites, ſent forth Commiſſioners into 
all the provinces of his realme, to examyne 
particularly the manor of livyng that thoſe 
Ribaulders uſed. And here came the mat- 
ter fully to light, for when the Commiſ- 

'F4 ſioners 
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ſioners had taken upon them the charge of 
the examinacion, and began by one and 
one to examine thoſe freers, Monkes and 
Nunnes, upon there othes ſworne upon the 
Evangeliſts, there were diſcovered, hipo- 
criſes, murders, ydolatries, miracles, . ſo- 
domies, adulteries, fornicagions, pryde, 
envye, and not ſeven; butt more than 700 
thouſand deadly * ſynres, Alas! my harte 
maketh all my membres to tremble with a- 
nother maner of fever then with the quar- 
terne, when I remember the abhomina- 
cion, that there was tried out. O Lord 
God (ſpeakyng under correction) what 
canſt thou anſwer to the 5 Cities confound- 
ed with celeſtiall fyre, when they ſhall 
alledge before thee the iniquities of thoſe 
religious, whom thou haſt ſo longe ſup- 

| ported A 


At the A viſitation many convents were divi- 
ded into factions, exerciſing the moſt barbarous cruel- 
ties on one another, They carried on an idolatrous 


traffic in impoſing on the ſuperſticious with i images and 
relits. In ſome houſes the implements for coining were 


found, The majority of the nuns were pregnant, and 
a great number of Abbots and Monks were convicted of 


criminal correſpoudence with meretricious, and mars 
ried women. Smollet in Henrico, 


78] 

ported? Note well theſe few wordes (ſayd I) 
and I ſhall tell you: in theire darke and 
ſharpe priſones, there were founde deade, 
ſo many of there brethren, that it was a 
wonder. Some crucified with more tor- 
ments then ever were herd of, and ſome 
famiſhed unto death, onely for breakyng 
of their ſuperſtitious filence, or ſome lyke 
trifle : and ſpecyally in ſome Chyldren there 
was uſed a crueltie not to be ſpoken of with 
humayne tonge. There was of the Here- 
mites, ſome one that under the colour of 
confeſſion had uſed carnally with mo then 
two or three hundred gentylwomen, and 
women of reputacion, whoſe names enrol- 
led by Commaundement, they ſhewed unto 
the Commiſſioners, in ſo muche that ſome 
of the ſelf ſame Commiſſioners founde of 
their owne wyves titled amonge the reſt, 
with what conſcience I report me unto 
| you. There was workyng of wonders! 
The Freers and Nunnes were as hoore and 
theefe in the open Stewes, and there were 
dayntes that made the barren wemen, brynge 
forth chyldren, unto whom there wanted 
no reſorte from all partes of the Realme, 


Alas! what ſhould, what ſhould I faye, 
| when 
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when Ptolomye his diſcourſe, Plinie his me- 
morye, and Auguſtine his penne, ioyned 
in one man, ſhould not ſuffice to make hym 


an apt authour of ſo deteſtable an hiſtorie, 


as this abhominacion requireth ? Well, to 
my purpoſe : In concluſion upon the re- 
turne of theſe Commiſſioners, when the 
 Kynge was fully enformed of the caſe, in- 
continently he called his parliament. Butt 
or ever the counſellers of the ſame could 
aſſem ble together, here came that Abbot, 
and there came that Priour, now came that 
Abeſſe, and than came that freer, from all 


parties of the Realme unto the Kynge of- 


feryng their Monaſteries in to his handes, 


beſechyng hym to pardon them their ſynnes 
de peena onely and not de culpa: In fo 
muche that his Maieſtie accepted many of 

them, and pardoned them all except a few 
onely of the moſt notable || Ribaulds, whome 
for the others example, he cauſed to ſuffre 


death in dyvers wyſe, as there horrible caſes 
dyverſly merited. And there upon folow- 
yng the ſayd Parliament, in the which all 


theſe matteres were not onely publiſhed, 
butt allo confeſſed bye hot falſe religious per- 
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C Adulterers, 
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(ons, brought openly in iudgement, it was 


concluded, both by the Baroneg,. and alſo 
by the Commons of the ſayde parliament, 
that theſe monaſteries ſhold be extirped, and 
the goodes and revenue thereof diſpoſed as 
the Kynge and his Counſell ſhould thinke 
it expedient. He made his learned doc- 
toutes to ſearch out the grounde of theſe 
many ſortes of Religion, who. conferryng 
the ſame ſubſtancially with the goſpel, 

founde it to be cleane contrary to the Chriſe 
tian ,religion, by many mo reaſons then I 
can well 0 Nevertheleſſe for your 
ſatisfaction, I ſhall. here reherſe one or two 
of them, to the entent you may the better 
taiſt, what wyckednes, what ſuperſtitions 
religion doth comprehend. Firſt the reli- 
gious do profeſſe themſelfes to lyve muche 
niore holyly then the ſeculer people do, 
and by as muche as they can well perſwade 
the world, that they are no, ynners, butt 
rather iuſt and upright perſons, by which 
reaſon they have wyped them ſelfes cleane 
out of Chriſt's. vocacion, who fayth (Math, 
9) he came not to call the iuſt perſons butt 
the ſynnets: And then the good workes 
that they pretended to do, are all outward 
works, 
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works, as apparelyng them ſelves in reli- 
gious habite, ſyngyng and roryng out in the 
* queres; ſayng of there ſervyce in latine ; 
with- matines and maſſes and holy abſti- 
nence from flethe this day and that morow, 


when' they have fylled there belyes with 
good fiſh, fruite and wyne: and ſuche other 
are their holy outward operacions ; where 
as Chriſt exhorteth us to beware that we 
worke not our iuſtice before men, butt ſe- 


cretly in gevyng of Almes, that the one 


hand know not of the other, in quiet and 
hertie prayers, in faſtyng, in patience, and 
charitie, and ſo forth: of which inward 
vertues thoſe religious are knowen to be 
utterly voyde. Further more the vowes 


that theſe religious make, and that they 


teache others to make, are cleane repug- 


naunt unto Chriſtes doctryne, who teach- 


eth his faithfull evermore humbly to ſub- 
mitt them ſelves to the wyll of the father, 
as by the example of his prayer in the gar- 


den, the night before his death it is mani- 


feſt : for when the fleſh had prayed the fa- 


ther to ME: ne. from the preſent paſ- 
ſion, 
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ſion, incontinently the ſpirite rebuked hym 
ſelf, ſayng, no father not as I wyll, butt 
as thou wilt. And yett theſe religious pro- 
myfyng unto God that which they are al- 
ready bounde to obſerve (that is to ſaye) 
Chaſtitie, Obedience and Povertie, which 
in effecte the inſirmitie of the fleſh aloweth 
no creature to performe, wyll not that God 
deale with them as he wyll; butt as they 
them ſelfes wyll, who with there ſuper- 
ſticious workes, wyll enforee God to geve 
them, not onely health and welth in this 
world, butt al ſo paradiſe in the other world; 
and by there example have taught the ig- 
norzunt multitude; not content themſelves 
with the infitmities, -adverſities, povertie, 
perſecutions and paſſions that God ſendeth 
them in this world; butt with vowes of 
Images, of candles, of 'pilgrimage, of 
chaunge of apparel and ſuche other Bag- 
gage to enforce God by his Sayntes, and 


not by Chriſt, to geve them, helth, pro- 
ſperitie, riches and ioye, aecordyng to their 
inconſtaunt pleaſure : And hereof hath fo- 
lowed the byldyng of Monaſteries, Sina- 
goges, Chappels, Chauntryes, with burn- 
yng of lights, incenſe, ſyngyng of Maſſes 
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and ringyng of Bells, wen the blynde pros 
ple have beleved with choke worldly tryfles 
to gratiſie the divine Maieſtie. Butt what 
ſaieth the prophett? What ſaieth Steven» 
and what ſaieth Paul? God ſay they, d wel- 
leth not in temples made with handes, nor 
ean receyve nothing, of any earthly mat- 
ter. For what thinge have we here that 


be hath not created? And what avayleth 


it unto God our fooliſh ſacrifices, as Davyd 


I: wold offer them unto, the; butt the in- 
cenſe pleaſeth the not. The true ſacrifice 
unto God therefore is, the humble, con- 
trite and contented ſpirite, and not theſe 
Temples, Images, incenſe, fleſh, fiſhe or 
fruite. And fo muche founde thoſe doc- 
toures to ſay agaynſt thoſe; religious, that 


in concluſion they condemned them to be 


more infidels and enemyes unto God, then 
the ydolatrous Coffranes of the India, found 
out by the Portugalles. * offranes, ſayde 
one of the Gentylmen, what be they I pray 


that do worſhip the devil in Image, as you 
here do the Sayntes. And by what reaſon 
ſayd he ſhold they worſhip the Devil? By 

ſuch 


* The people of Caffraria in Africa, 
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| ſayth If thou lorde wolde have ſacrifices, 


you ? They be (fayd I) a certayne people 


SS = 


- 


1 791 
ſuch a reaſon (ſayd I) as I wyll make you 


to wonder. Firſt they beleve one vertu- 


ouſe God to be the univerſall creatour of all 
thinges, who in his perfection muſt nedes 
be iuſt : And then by the onely law of na- 
ture, and by the malyce that reigneth i in 
the fleſh, they knowledge them ſelfes in 
envye, and other ſuche to be contrary to 
that divine - vertue,” ſo that the iuftice as 
they beleve cait'no leſſe qd then condemn 
them unto perpetuall damnacion, where- 
of the devil is miniſter: And ſo imagi- 
nyng that who moſt-devoutly ſerveth the 
Dey ill in this World ef Reaſon muſt receyve 
of hym moſt favour; When he cometh unto 
bym in the other world: They therefore 
moſt diligently obſerve infinite their Cere- 
monies unto the Devil, with faſtyng, Al- 
mes, and Prayer, in hope that their Pre- 
ſent Penaunce ſhall be a Mitigacion of their 
Piaynes to come. Tell me I pray you how 
lyke ye this? As I do all the reſt fayde my 
Conttary, for in this Caſe you pteferre 
them that ſerve the Devil, be fore the ſer- 
vaunt of God. . No fayd, I, you miſtake 
me, for your Monks Freers and Nunnes 1 


ſay, ſerve not God but ſerve themſelves, 
proudly 


t%1 


5 EP preſumyng agaynſt God, to be ruſt, 


holy, and righteous of themſelves, where as 
the other poor ydolaters confeſſed God onely 


to be verteous and themſelves to be Syn- | 


ners, And therefore wyll I. ſo preferre 
them, that if they had Knowlege of Godes 
Mercy in Chriſt as we have, I feare me 
their Workes ſhould prove much more 


Chriſtian then oures do. Butt come we to 


an End with theſe our Religious. Finally 
theſe Doctors founde that Paul in his Epiſ- 
tles had reproved the Corinthians for divi- 
dyng them ſelves after the Names of thoſe 
Chriſtian Preachers who had bene Mini- 
ſters unto their converſion, becauſe ſome 
one ſayde: lam of Paul, and an other ſayde 


1 am of Apollo, I of Cepha, and Lof Chriſt. 
What ſayd Paul was I crucified, for you? 
is. Chriſt divided amongſt you? No ſayde 


he, I have taught you to be One ſelf thinge 


in Chriſt, without Diviſion either of Name 


or of Doyng: ſo that in Concluſion theſe 
Orders of Fraunces, of Domineke, of Be- 
nett, of Bryged, and of ſo many others 
now condemned by thoſe Doctours as 
thinges cleane contrary unto the true Chriſ- 
tian Religion, in which all the faithfull 
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in Chriſt bounde together with the Knott 
of Charitie in the belefe of cleane remiſſion 
of Synnes, are regenerate to one ſelfe Or- 
der and Rule, without difference either of 
Name Habit or Colour, wherefore the 
Kynge beyng clerely perſwaded of all 
handes that. this unhappy, ydle, and de- 
villiſh: Generation was neceſſary to be 
rooted out of this World, proceded then 
to the deſtruction of thoſe Synagoges, with 
the ſelf fame diligence Titus and Veſpa- 
fianus uſed towardes the deſtruction of 
Hieruſalem: and dyd he not therein as he 
ſhold-do trow you? Yea ſayd one of the 
Gentylmen, be had diſpoſed theſe Thinges 
to the Uſe of the Poore and Nedefull, and not 
taken it to his owne private Comoditie. A- 
gaynſt the Poore ſayde I, I will not ſpeake, 
butt this muche I wyll ſay that if the Sub- 

ſttaunce had bene converted unto the Poore, 
the Poore ſhould have become richer then 

the Princes and Nobles; for our relige- 

ous in England were quaſi nihil habentes, 

et omnia poſſidentes, not in Spirit butt in 
Dede. I wote how your ffreers here in 
Italie obſerve their ſworne Povertie : and 

yet this is well true, that his Majeſtie in 
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dyvers Provinces of the Real me, hath con- 
verted parte of thoſe Monaſteries towardes 
the bryngyng up of Orphanes and ſuſten- 
tacion of the Poore, though well that Parte 


be but a ſmall quantitie in reſpe& of the 


whole. And thus becauſe Ewyll not be 


tedious, havyng ſayde ynough as me ſe- 
meth unto the poynt, I wyll now anſwer 
unto the Inſurrection of the North, which 


was cauſe of the death of thoſe Noblemen, 
that my contrary hath” here ſpoken of. 
True it is that When the Commiſſioners 
irho had the charge of inquiſiciom ĩn theſe 
few matters, had paſſed throughout the 
Realme here and there, where as their 
Commiſſions led them, theſe our holy ſpi- 
ritual Religious, who had been ſhryuen 
of the lay perſons, with an other maner of 
Auricular Confeſſion then the lently peni- 
tencial Sacrament requireth, ſuſpecting 
the ſequell of that that juſtly followed in- 
dede, begun with ſowyng of Sedicion here 
and there to corrupt the myndes of the ig- 
noraunt and inconſtaunt People, inſomuch 
that a Coblar (marke the begynnyng) en- 
conraged by the preſumptuous audacitie of 
one private Monke i in the citie of Lyncolne 
gathered 
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either hym certayne other Arti- 
cers and Villaines ſuch às he was hym 
ſelfe, and in leſſe than three” days made 
hym an head of better than 3. Thouſand 
Men, and under the Name of Ciprainie 
Cobler, began A great Rebellion, taying 
hands on dyvers of che Kynges Miniſters, 
and puttyng ſome of them unto Death, with 
' robbyng and fpoylyng ſome others, as it 
femed them to make for theit purpoſe, that 
had not the Gentylmen bene, who by fayre 
meanes, by authoritie and by freadſhip 
pacified the ignorant fury, no doubt of it, 
there. ſhould have folowed {uch: effycion'o 
bloude, ſuch” robberies and flambe as an 
hundred Thouſand flatteryng Freers, With 
their * Catologie Sermons could never have | 
recompenſed. Behold here the Perill of 
this nacion who for a Cobler and a knaviſh | 
Freer, not knowing any cauſe why, and 
withour either Money or Proviſion, old 
thus fodenly diſpoſe them ſelves to warre 
àgainſt their owne bloude? What trow ye 
wold they have done under a noble man 
u upon ſome e grounde with Men and Monie s 
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7 * Catologic is thelegend of Sayntes lyves. A note in 
the MSS. 5 
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ler. had had the Knowlege how to governe 
theſe Men, when. they had them togethers, 
Go, have gone forward towarde ſome other 
priſe,. with in leſſe then two Dayes more, 
be ſhguld have found better then 20 thou- 
find. Men to have folowed hym. But when 
they Were togethers, they wiſt not what 


to 4. and therefore the authioritic and 


wildome of the. Gentylmen, the Kynges 
ffrendes, without. farce or ſtripe ſo con- 
founded them, that. they. fled every man 

td. bis home, with more diligence then 

ey came forth, and ſo the matter quiet 
ed, and a few of the principals taken and 
hanged the nombre was: pardoned wichout 


more ado. But fee now what followed of 


this po Mbilitie. Theſe oure religious men, 

erceyvyn tight well what the Captayne 
Cobler wold have done, and not regardyng 
What became of hym in dede, diſpoſed 
theriiſelves ane w, to prove their fortune, 
being aſfured that if the Kynges nn. 


ſhold contynue, there was none other but 


wrack-with them and therefore in the fur- 
theft parte of the North began a nother re- 
bellion. The Captain whereof was named 


Na No, I ſhall. tall you more. If this Cob- 


ern 
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Aſke, a man of meane degree, and this 
ſecond rebellion was of an other forte then 
the firſt. For in a few days they had made 
an army of 16 or 18 thouſand men, Where 
af there were certayne noble perſones, and 
many men of reputacion, ſpecyally of the 
Prelates of your mother church for whoſe 
whoriſh defenſe all this ſedicion was mov - 
ed; and this army came an journey to- 
wardes the harte of the realme, litle lefle 
then an hundred myles, untyll by force of 
floude waters and not by reſiſtence of men, 
they were (ſtayed before Dongecaſtell in the 
counſtic of Yorke. And marke here the 
judgementes and provydence of God. The 
Kynge was then at Wyndeſore beſyde Lon- 
don, makyng of men, and puttyng of or- 
der here and there for his defence, as the 
caſe required. Butt as his people came fo 
flowly unto hym, his ſecrete ſuperſticious 
enemies with in his realme were ſo many, 
and the fury and power of his new rayſed 
army do greate and ſodayne, that he wyft 
not well whome to truſt nor what to do, 
ſo that for extreme remedye, he ſent his 
' Chiefe Councellogres unto Dongecaſtel to 
treate with the rebels, to heare what they 
G ; wold 
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wold demaunde, and to promiſe them what 
they wold aſke : which Counſelleres uſed 
all diligence: to arryve at the appoynted 


place, where they treated with theſe ad- 
verſaries accordyng to their Commiſſion, 
but had it not bene that the waters letted 


them of their paſſage ſo longe that their 


vittailes and money were cleane conſumed, 


_ thoſe rebells for that tyme had geven ſmall. 
audience to any treatie. Finally the pre- 


ſence of thoſe counſelleres had ſo much au- 
thoritie amonge the Enemyes, that with 
reaſones and fayre promiſes they were ap- 
peaſed, for when they came to reaſonyng, 
in very dede they wiſt not well, what to 
demaunde except the preſervacion of their 

holy mother Church, which their Prelates 
and Religious did evermore beate in to there 
heades. And ſo in effect, the Kynge at 
that tyme pardoned them all, as you have 
alledged. Now here cometh the matter 
that offendeth you. Diverſe of thoſe per- 
ſons, as well nobles as others, when they 
were returned to their quiet houſes, and 
ſaw playnely that the Kynge did conſtant- 
ly follow the reformacion of-the Abhomi- 


ym Church, could not for all this be 
| contented 
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contented to ee the thinges paſſe agaynſt 


their ſuperfticious belefe, butt incontinent- 
17 renued their old practice to rebell agayne, 
and in one place there was gathered toge- 
ther 200 men : in an other place an hun- 
dreth, here fiftie, there twenty, a and there 
ten, ſo that all the Countrey was in a new 
rumour. Butt the Garriſens of Men the 
Kynge had this meane while ſpred through 
theſe Countreyſe, incontynently overcame 
thoſe few Commocions, in ſuch wyſe that 
for feare ech man with drew hym to his 
Houſe. And the matter after ſubſtancial- 
ly examined, the principals were taken and 
certayne of them hanged and beheaded, 
That is to ſay, the Captayne Aſke, the 
Lorde Darcye a Baron, 4 or 5 Knyghts of 
accompte and viij or ix Gentylmen, beſyde 
certayne teligious Monkes, that were the 

| ticlers of all this miſchiefe, ſo that they 
that were put to death, ſuffered not for 
their firſt rebellion that they were pardon- 
ed for, but for there ſecond commocion, 
wherein was founde a contynuance of theire 
repenſed malice, not ſo muche (as I be- 
405 agaynſt the Kynges perſon, as agaynſt 
G 4 the 
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the light of the veritic, which their ſuper- 
ſticious conſciences could not alow ; And 
how ſay you now, know you any Prince 
that wold have done leſſe then this, in ſo 
important a caſe ? I cannot tell you ſayde 
myne adverſary, how well, here is mani- 
feſt effucion of chriſtian bloude. Alas 
quoth 1, can that hardened hert of youres 
relent unto no reaſon ? Tell me I pray you | 
but your opinion in this one queſtion I 
| ſhall aſke you, When the body is burden- 
ed with an extreme fever, or other ſicknes, 
through the corruption of ſuperfluous 
bloude, the contynuance whereof ſhould 
putt hym in daunger of hys Iyfe, doth the 
Phyſicien well by incifion of the vaine, to 
draw away the bloude that is enemy of the 
mans heltb⸗ or were it better, by ſuffer- 
yng it to continue, he ſhold lett the man 
. abyde in perill of deſtruction of the body ? 
O ſayde my contrary what a queſtion is this? 
Why this ſayd I you muſt nedes graunt me 
that better it was to draw bloude of a few 
perſons who were the corruption of an hole 
realme, then to ſuffre the whole realme to 
periſh. For if they might have had their 


wylles, the leaſt thinge that could have fol- 
| owed, 
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owed, muſt nedes have been the bloude 
ſheddyng of a ſtticken civil battell. And 
when well they hail overcome the Kynge, 
there could have folowed none other then 
perpetuall contention, undoyng of them- 
elves, and of their neyghboures, to. bring 
their Countrey in pray unto ſtraunge na- 
cions. But with yo there helpeth nei- 
tber reaſon nor argument, and therefore 
ſynce I fe I cannot ſatisſie you, I will diſ- 
pole myſelfe to ſatisſe theſe Gentylmen as 
nere as I can. Now as touchyng the Kynges 
ſo many Wyves whome he chopped and 
chaunged at his pleaſure (as you fay) the 
trueth is that he hath had a greate many 
wyves, and with ſome of them hath had 
as evil luck, as ſome other poore men, and 
I ſhall planely tell you from one to one, 
how the matters have paſſeds That gen- 
tyll and verteouſe Lady Katherine his firſt 
wyfe, was divorſed from hym as you have 
herd, becauſe ſhe had bene wyfe unto his 
eldeſt brother: and in effecte within two 
Veres or there aboutes, after that the Kynge 
was newly maried, whether it were by 
conſumpcion of thought, or by courſe of 
nature, I cannot tell, ſhe yelded her Spirit 

| unto 
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unto God; leavyng none other fruite bes ; 
hynde her; but her daughter, that curte- 
ous Lady Mary; whome we have fo oft 
mencioned. Now incontinently after that 
divorſe the Kynge maried (as I have fayde) 
the Lady Anne Bolene, whoſe liberall lyfe 
were'to ſhamefull to reherſe. One ſhe was 
as wyſe a woman, endued with as many 
outward good qualities in playing on in- 
ſtrumentès ſyngyng and ſuch other courtly 
Sraces as few wemen were of her tyme, 
avith ſuch a certayne out ward profeſſion of 
gravitie as was to be mervayled at. But 
anward ſhe was all another dame then ſhe 
ſemed to be, for in ſatisſieing of her car- 
mall appetite, ſhe fled not ſo much as the 
company of her own natural brother, be- 
ſydes the company of 3 or 4 others of the 
gallanteſt gentylmen that were nere about 
the Kynges proper perſon. Who were all 
ſo familiatly drawen into her traine by her 
own devellyſh-deviſes, that it ſhould ſeme 
the was alway well occupied. The buſye 
doyng where of gave the Kynge great cauſe 
of ſaſpicion, ſo that fyndyng by ſearch, the 
ymagined miſchefes to have effect, he was 
enforced to procede e by way of open 
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wſtice, | where the matter was manifeſted 
unto the whole world and the ſentence 
geven agaynſt them, in ſo much that both 
ſhe and her brother with the other iiij Gen- 
tylmen, were beheaded, For adultery in 
a Kynge's Wyſe, waieth no leſſe then the 
wronge reigne of a Baſtard Prince, which 
thynge for a common welth ought ſpecial- 
ly to be regarded: And beſides this, it was 
layed unto her Charge, that ſhe with ſome 
of the reſt had conſpired the Princes death, 
to avoyde the daunger of their wyckedneſs, 
which they perceyved could not longe be 
kept ſectet. And this ſecond Wyfe lyved 
with the Kynge, aboute the terme of foure 
Yeres, havyng iſſue a daughter by hym na- 
med the Lady Elizabeth which is at this of 
the Age of xiiij. Veres or thereaboutes, a 
very wittye and gentyll yonge Lady. Now 
when the fyrſt Wife was deade and the ſe- 
conde beheaded, then was the Kynge un- 
doubtedly clere of all handes, and in that 
eſtate toke to wyfe the Lady Jane Seymer, 
one of the humbleſt and chaſteſt-maydens 
of the world, replete of all bewtie and wyſ- 
dome; who livyng in perfect and lovyng 


matrimonye with his maieſty the term af 
18 monthes 


8 
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18 monthes or thereaboutes brought IR 


the world that happy Prince Edward that 


pow {uccedeth the father unto the crowne, 


jn whole birth the died, a death, ſuerly ſo 


muche lamented of all the Kynges ſub- 
jedtes, as few the lyke for a woman bath 
everibeng herth of. Butt to be briefe, af- 
her death the Kynge remayned a Wydower 
almoſt ij yeres, tyll at length upon agre- 
ment, he coupled with the fiſter of the 


Clevies with whome he contynued half a - 


yere, untyll informacion was brought hym, 
that ſhe the Lady Anne of Cleveys had 
bene trouth-plight before with the Duke 

af Lorreyne his ſonne, and this report went 
fore to the Kynges hert, who loved the 


woman out of meaſure, for why ? her per» 
ſonage, her bewtie and Geſtures did no leſs 


Butt when he underſtode how the 


metite. 


was indede another mans wyfe, what for 
her own conſcience, what for the reſpect 


of the inconveniences in theſe caſes myght 
follow unto his Succefſion, he called the 
parliament, where after longe reaſonyng 
and profe, .concluding that trueth and pro- 
wes betwene man and woman 1s it that 


2 the mariage, betwene man and 
wyfe, 
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wyfe, and not the Ceremonies of the Tem- 
ple, his maieſtie was here openty divoreed 
from her. How be it for the ſynguler Love 
he bare unto her, he offered her libertye to 
remayne in England, at his honorable pro- 
viſion, or to retarne to her countrey with 
worthy rewardes: 80 that ſhe electing Rug« 
landes proviſion, was appoynted by his th 
ioſtio, unto 4 excellent fayre Palaces, with 
all kynde of commodities, and better tha 
20 thouſand. Crownes of yerely revenue 
vrhereaf ſhe lyveth like a princes as (he is: 
And thus feparated from her, he marie 
his gth wyfe, named Katherine, of the 
houfe of Norfolke a very bewtyfull Gentyt - 
woman, and to the worldly Judgement, 2 
very verteous and chaſte creature, though 
im offect the contrary was found-afterwards, 
for of ever ſhe contynued two yeres the 
Kynges wyfe, it was tried that before het 
midriage,” ſhe contaminated her virginitie, 
amdiftetwards-committed, or at leaſt ſought 
meanes how to-comitt Adultery, ſo that in 
conetuſion, fhe'-ard two other Gentylmen 
with her, after edndemnacion before the 
Juſtice, were therefore beheaded: And 


_P this his lat wyfe tykewife' named 
Katherine 
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Katherine was maried unto him a Wydow; 
after that ſhe had bene wyfe to two noble 
Barons of the Realme,' deceaſed : And it's 


thought that his Maieſtie maried more for 


the ſame profe of her conſtant vertue; then 
for any carnal deſyre. For remembryng 
the diſhonour that he had receyved; by the 
lightnes of his other two wyves: beheded, 
he thought now good to faſten on an ap- 
proved Dame, as he did indede, fot:the 
Lady hath lyved 33 or 34 yeres without 
Spott of blame. How: well ſhe: is right 
fayre and excellent proporcioned of body, 
beloved of all creatures, and curteous as 
may be, whoſe fortune hath had place, to 
ſe the death of that Huſband, that had 


ſene the death of ſo many wy ves, and a- 


mongſt all the happy ſucceſſes that the ſayd 
Kynge hath had in his lyfe, I reckon this 


one of the. eſpeciall, that after ſo man 


chaunges, his gloriouſe chaunge, bath 


brought him to dye in the armes of ſo. 


faithfull- a Spouſe. The diſcourſe; of theſe 


| Wyves. ſaid one of theſe Gentilmen is a won- 
derful Hiſtorye, but gye.thinge maketh me 
to -marvayle, ſayde he, that when thoſe 
wyves had ſo gtfended the Kynge, he dyd 
911781 not 
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not rather rid them by ſome Rives: meanes 
out of the way ſeeretly, then ſo openly to 
manyfeſt his own diſhonour unto the world. 
I ſhall tell yo Tayde I, why. In ſuch 
thynges his maieſtie had as epright #'con- 
ſcience as any lyvyng man: and I dare ſay 
would not have conſented unto murther of 
one of them ſecretly,” for all the good of 
the world. And agayne, he eſtemed not 
the diſhonour of the matter, ſynce the faute 
proecaded of the woman, who foi the ſame 
faffred- open puniſhment, ſo that he I ac- 
5 clere both before God and 

And thus hath he had 6 wyves, 
ndnd two hare dyed in there bed, two 
Have fuffred for Adultery, and two are yett 
Sn tyve 4s you ſay!” But the ois of them 

y du ck Senger wi the iuft wyfe before 
Gf the Dake of Lorreyne his ſonne, as 
F hive'f yde, and hot unde the Kynge. 80 
tat fie Which will fear ne the trueth of n mat 
tetbꝰ muſt*covet*to "now is well che Con- 
wee tl Pro, or ever he can fudge well. 
Fut he chat geveth'c redit unto tler firſt in- 
formaci6þ," vichoof heriyng the àunfwer, 
is moſt- tomonly deceyved.” And is Rr 


you Maſter myne, ſayd Ito my contrary. 
na Good 


[96] Wy 
Good faith ſaid he I cannot, tel what L hold 
fay, for. the reports. that I have reherſed, 
I have herd them of credible perſons, and 
of men of good intelligence, who perſwas 
ded me undoubtedly to beleve as I have 


fayde,, and though I have now well herd 


your Anſwers: yett am I not fully perſwa- 
ded; for me thinketh you Have ſett many 
thinges forth at the largeſt, whether they 
be true or not, God knoweth, for they paſs 
my capacitie. At the largeſt quoth I that 
is true, for I ſpeak without reſpect. But 
here may you fe what difference there. is 


betwene knowing and hereyngſay. Be- 
cauſe I know in dede, therefore am I ſure 


of that 1 ſpeake, and becauſe you know 


none etherwyſe butt by reporte thereſore 


are you from your ſuertie come no to 
doubt of your trueth. Wherefore I pray 


God (if it be his wyll) ſo to open your 


harte, that ye be not amongeſt the nom- 


bres of them to whom God geveth eyes 


without fight, and eares without hearyng, 


to the end they ſhold not underſtand the 


remedy of his grace. As for that ſayde he, 
lett God do with me as him pleaſeth. Butt 


5 1 thing: I wold it had 


coſt - 
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colt me 40 crownes on the condicion I had 
bene 20 Myles of here this night. And 
why ſayd 1? Becauſe ſayd he before this 
reaſonyng, I was as conſtaunt a catholike 
man as any was on lyve: And now that I 
have herd theſe many Argumentes, I am 
brought into a labirinth, that I wote not 
which way to gett me out. A catholike 
man ſayde I, nay God graunte you were 
not worſe then a Jewe, For whereas the 
Jewe truſteth in his own good workes and 
ceremonies, and nevertheles beleveth in 
the true divine God alone, you not onely 
truſted in your good workes, as you call 
them and in the fooliſh ceremonies of your 
Stepmother-Church, butt alſo had made 
you an earthly God of the Pope, in whoſe 
pardone you truſted more then in Chriſtes 
death, Butt this pleaſeth me that you are 
come to your doute. For fo behoveth it 
hym, that out of an errour wyl be perſwa- 
ded to know the trueth: And therefore re- 
turnyng unto my matter, now wyll I an- 
ſwer unto the perſecucion of Cardinal Pole, 
and unto the death of his mother and 
frendes, which in effect is nothinge ſo mer- 
veylous, nor ſo eruel, as it is made here 


H | in 


K 
in Italy, and fo I doubt not you ſhall well 
cotifeſſe, by the tyme you have heard how 
the thinges have paſſed. I cannot deny 

butt that this Cardinal Pole in very dede is 
both verteous and learned, as you have 
cotamended hym, for by all mens report 
that know hym I have herd ſuch laude 
and prayſe of his continent, pacient and 
charitable lyfe, and of his greate and pro- 
found doctrine, and agaynſt his perſon wyll 
I ay nothinge, butt agaynſt his being, this 
wyll I fay that it had bene better he had 
dyed in his cradel, then lyved to be oc- 
cuaſion of ſo muche miſchiefe as hath folow- 
ed for his fake, and is yett lyke to folow. 
Beware fayde my contrary, ſpeake no evil 
of hym, for here be of bis frendes, that 
wyll not heare hym flaundered. As for 
my parte ſayd I, I am not his particuler 
foe. Butt now you muſt conſidre that I 
now defend not onely a Kynges honour, 
butt alſo the quiet of a whole realme, 
agaynſt ſuch leude and falſe reportes as are 
ſumeient to corrupt a world of good con- 
feiences, and to move ſedicion betwene 
brother and brother, ſo that becauſe the 


defence of this caſe enforceth me ſomewhat 
to 
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to touch the quick, I ſhall pray you to par- 
don me, if I happen to offend you, aſſur- 
yog you I wyll for your ſake forgett ſome 
thinges that ſhold be too whomely to be 
ſpoken. In the tyme that the Kynges ma- 
ieſtie extirped and adnulled the Byſhop of 
Romes uſurped power, as herebefore I have 
reherſed, this Rayneld Pole that now is 
carding], practiſed here in Italye ſometyme 
ſtudy in the Univerſitie of Padoa, and ſome- 
tyme in Venice, bearyng the porte of a 
Gentylman, as the nobilitie of his houſe 
required, and was from tyme to tyme well 
advertiſed out of England of all the og- 
currentes there, ſo that the law of the par- 
liament agaynſt the papiſts was right well 
knowen unto hym. Now Sir, beyng in 
Venice, the greate Contarene (who late 
dayes by the popes meanes was priſoned in 
Boleigne, for ſybſcribyng the Article of 
iuſtificacion unto the Almaynes) before his 
vocacion unto the Cardinalitie, fell in ſuch 
a wonderfull amitie, and knott of frendſhip 
with this our Pole, that the one of them 
was never well without the other. And 
here began this miſchiefe. For Contarene 
was no ſoner crowned with the read hatt, 
| H 2 | butt 


[. 160 J 


butt that importunately he ſued unte the 
Pope, to bring Pole unto the ſame degre, 


ſo that with much ado the Pope conſent- 
ed: And thus was our Pole placed in the 
hole conſiſtory, whether it were the ear- 
neſtlove of Contarenes company that blynd- 
ed him, or the obſtinate ſuperſticion of the 
papal dignitie that perſwaded hym, 'or els 
the ſuperſticion of the carnall glory that 
allured hym, or what other devil moved 
hym, I cannot tell. Butt one no man knew 
better then he, that the unityng of hym 
ſelf unto the whoriſh church of Rome ſhold 
bfyng hym and all his frendes out of the 


Kynges favour, out of the good wyll of his 
countrey, and in perpetuall excommunica- ' 


cion of the church of England. And what 
trew man toward his prince or countrey (if 
he were not mad) wold then have entred 
into ſuch a furye, ſeyng the example of 
the Byſhop of Rocheſter and Moore, with 
the preſent eſtate of the realme before his 
face, unles he thought with the papal po- 
wer to overcome the Kynge by puiſſaunce. 
Alas ſufficed it not for a yonger brother as 


he is to have : an. honorable enterteinment | 


at 
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at home amongeſt his kynne and frendes, 
where his vertue and learnyng mought have 
done greate and hygh ſervyce, not onely 
unto his prynce and kynne, butt alſo to his 
whole natyve countrey ? The contrary. 
whereof hath bene the undoyng of hym 
ſelf and of all his bloude. Of hym ſelf 
ſaid my contrary ? that is not ſo: for he 
liveth as honorably, and in as good repu- 
tacion-as any other Cardinal whatſoever he 
be. And if he were an Emperour ſayde I, 
beyng enemy to his countrey, as he is, I 
can recken hym no better then moſt un- 
happy, for if the proverbe be true, that 
ſwete is the love of the countrey, by con- 
ſequence the hate of the countrey muſt 
nedes be ſoure. Butt to my purpoſe. This 
our Pole had not the red hatt warme on his 
| head, butt the Pope ſent hym in poſt now 
to the French Kynge, now to the Empe- 
perour into Spayne, now in to Flaunders, 
now here, now there, to ſolicite the warres 
agaynſt his owne naturall ſovereign Lord 
and nacion, offeryng hym ſelf alwayes to 
be a miniſter of that effect. And not con- 
tented with theſe outward provocacions, he 


alſo wrote ſecretly to his mother and eldeſt 
* WY: brethren | 
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brethren to worke ſedicion at home, and 
ſome of his letters had fo ignoraunt Rica- 
pito, + that they came to the Kynges 
handes, who moved not only thereby butt 
alſo by many other preſumpcions to exa- 
men the matter, at length found out the 


trueth, more by myracle, then by humayne 


diſcourſe, for he havyng retayned the oar- 


dinales yonger brother nemed Sir Godfrey 


Poole, only upon miſtraft with out any ap- 


proved matter to lay unto his charge, he 


in the prifon deſperately wold have miſche- 
ved hym ſelf, which by the diligence of 
his ready keper was defended * by hym. 
And fo beyng ſtrayghtly examined where- 
fore he wold have attempted fo wycked an 
act, at laſt he confeſſed all the whole con- 
fpiracy, for the which his mother, his bro- 


ther and thoſe other nobles ſuffered, which 


alſo or ever the yere paſſed was by dyvers 


other ways diſcovered, in the profe of mo 


effects, then you wold beleve. For the 
holy and religeous Abbotts of Redyng and 
Glaſtenbury had coniured the ſayd Cardi- 
nalls elder brother, named Marques Moun- 
tague, and that Marques with the other 

| Marques 
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Marques of Exceter. And ſo farre was 
the matter gone from hand to hand that ſome 
ol the Kynges moſt familiar frendes, of his 
maieſties privie chaumber, and of his pri- 
vye counſell were corrupted with this ma- 
licious poyſon. Yea, and moreover it paſy 
ſed conſpiracy to come to effect. For parte 
of theſe rebels to the nombre of 8oo i in the 
ſecond inſurrection of the North, were pay- 
ed with money ſent them by theſe Abbotes 
out of the ſouth, How ſay you now? was 
it tyme, trow you for the Kynge to loke 
aboute hym ? Theſe be thinges ſayde my 
contrary that I never herd of. No ſayde 
I. there blow ſo many wyndes betwene the 
Alpes and the Ocean ſea, that the true ayre 
of England can never arryve here in Italy 
uncorrupted. O ſayd he, and well remem- 
bred. Tell me I pray you nexte unto the 
Kynges children, ought not the crowne to 
come unto Cardynall Pole? And why to 
Cardinall Pole ſayd I? becauſe he is of the 
Kynges bloude quoth he. It is true ſaid I, 
he is deſcended of a Kynges bloude, but it 
is ſo long ago, that he is further of from 
the Kynge then livyng Juſtinanes of Venice 
are from the ancient Emperour Juſtinian, 

H 4 and 
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and as nere he is to the crowne, as they be 


to the Empyre, O Lorde ſayde he, how 
this ioyneth “ with the fame of Italy! And 
this may you ſe ſayde I, how ignoraunce 


and errour reyneth amongeſt the multitude, 


And were it not for, your ſakes, I could 


tell you how the Cardinall ſecretly profeſ- 


tayneth the papacy, with alittle more hy- 
pocriſy yet, then that cometh to. Butt I 
wyll for this tyme forgett hym, becauſe of 


his next election unto the legacion of Eng- 


land, and wyll ſpeke of Ireland and Scot- 
land which you ſay the Kynge wrongefully 
fenferred. You muſt underſtand that the 
Kynpes of England have had dominion 


yetes paſt and more, by reaſon whercof 
both the countrey and nacion hath bene di- 
vided in two ſundry partes, that is to ſay 
the Engliſh pale and the wyid Iriſh. And 
 lyke las they of the Engliſh pale all wayes 
uſedithe ſelf ſame religion, cuſtomes, laws, 
and maner of civil livyng that we uſe in 
England: So contrary-wite they of the 
_— as unreaſonable beaſts lyved with- 
ir} i _out 


* # Agrees. + Seized, 


ſeth to be a proteſtant, and openly main- 


ober a greate parte of Ireland theſe 200 
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out knowlege of God or good maners, in 
common of their goods, catell, women, 
children, and every other thinge in ſuch 
wyſe that almoſt there was few fathers that 
knew his ſonne, nor no daughter that knew 
her father, nor yet any iuſtice executed for 
murder, robbery or any other lyke miſchiefe. 
Butt the more force hath ever had the more 
reaſon. And hereof it folowed that be- 
cauſe their ſalvage and ydle life, could not 
be ſatisfied with the onely fruite of the na- 
turall unlaboured earth. Therefore con- 
tynually they iavaded the fertyl poſſeſſions 
of there iriſh neighbours that in habited 
the ſayde engliſh pale, reaping and mow- 
yng the corne that they ſewed not, and 
carieng away the catell that they nouriſhed 
not. And this beaſtly fury which ſo longe 
had reigned in this Iriſh nacion, hath many 
tymes moved the Kynges prediceſſours with 
all their force, and with greate and puyſ- 
ſant armyes to ſeke their deſtructions. Butt 
lyke as one poore fox in a thickett, mak- 
eth the hunter with 20 couple of houndes 
to travayle ſome tymes a whole day, and 
at length to loſe his labour: So theſe wyld 


Iriſh made theſe Kynges with their hudge 
nombres 
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nombres of men, to beate ſo longe the. 
wyld wodds and mariſhes, that at length 
they were fayne to“ recule with the onely 
gayne of famyne and werynes: And there- 
fore the Kynges maieſtic that now is deade, 
wrought an other wyle with them. for he 
layde ſuch ſubſtanciall garriſons in the 
ſtraight of his borders, that they could no 
mote entre the Engliſh pale unles they 
wold either be ſlayne, or taken priſoners, 
ſo that beyng deprived of their accuſtomed 


libertie, to robbe and ſpoyle, neceſſitie 
conſtrayned them to humble them ſelves, 


not only unto a perpetuall peace, butt alſo 
to a quiet obedience and order. Vea, and 


when his maieſtie by policy and by the good 
diligence of his faithfull deputie there, Sir 


Anthony Sellenger had thus overcome them: 


to confitme his force with mercy, he re- 


warded dyvers of theſe wyld men with 


ing them places of civil honour, Earles, 
Barons, Knyghts, Eſquyres, and ſuch 
other, as the qualities of thoſe perſons ſe- 
med unto hym moſt convenient, and by 


__ meanes hath brought that nacion , from 


rude, 


1 Retire. 


greate ſommes of his one money, appoynt- 
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rude, beaſtly, ignoraunt, cruel and uaruly 
| Infidels, to the ſtate of | civil, reaſoriable, 
patient, humble, and well governed Chriſ- 
tians ; not for deſyre of Dominion, or for 
avarice of Revenue: Butt for Godes ho- 
nour and for a chriſtian peace, at his ma- 
ieſties owne coſt and charge, in the ex- 
pence of ſo many thouſand crownes, as 
were to longe now to tell: And loke how 
the wyld Iriſh before time warred agaynſt 
the = even ſo hath the Scotts ever done: 
and yett do agaynſt the engliſh men, lyke - 
for lyke. I ſay in the warres only, for in 
their lyvyng, the Scotts have a certayne or- 
der, both of religion and cuſtomes, thoughe 
well it be ſomewhat barbarous, - Butt if 
God had geven the Kynge his life one two 
yeres longer, you ſhold ſurely have ſene 
the ſame ſucceſſe of Scotland, that you have 
herd me reherſe of Ireland, for his maieſtis 
was reſolved, either by force or love, to 
have gotten into his handes the younge 
daughter that now is heyre to the Scottiſh 
crowne, and by mariage of her to his ſonne 
Edward that now is our Kyage, to have 
made of one ſelf devyded nacion and realme, 
one ſelf perpetuall united people, and peace, 


not 


11 


aid for the welth of the Scottiſh'\dominion, 
which in reſpect of England is of as a com- 
pariſon, as the barrayne mountaynes of Sa- 


voy, unto the bewtie of the pleaſant Tuſ- 


cane; butt for the uniforme quiet of their 

approved aunecient contention. In very 
dede if his maieſtie in this caſe had folow- 
ed the example of Joſue to have brought 


his people of the deſert in the champaigne, 


I wold never have gone about to excule 
hym. Butt ſince otherwyſe his travayle 
hath bene to bring his people out of the 
champaigne i into the deſert, which is a ma- 
nifeſt witnes agaynſt his defamed avarice, 
me ſemeth that they are muche to blame 
that therefore wolde burden hym with Ty- 


ranny. And as for his conſcience in the 


motion of warre agaynſt Fraunce. I wold 
J 


geve the Emperour place to aunſwere, 


whoſe importunate perſwaſions were oc- 
caſions thereof. And what know I of the 
practiſes betwene the Turke and the french 
Kynge! butt as to the uſurpyüg of Bo- 
leigne, I ſay that not the Boleigneiſe alone, 
butt the moſt parte of all Picardy is not 
fufficient to ſatisfy the detts that the french 
Kynge dyd owe unto our Kynges maieſtie, 

what 
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what for the money lent hym to pay his 
rannſome with all unto the Emperoure, When 
his ſonnes lay therefore priſoners in Spaine; 
what for the reſtitucion of Tirwyne and 

Turnay which our Kynges Maieſtie con- 
quered upon the ffrench Kynge in his youth; 
what for the tribute; and what for one 
thinge and what for an other, that it were 
a mervayle to recken the infinite ſommes 
of money in credite betwene them. Tri- 
bute, ſayde one of them? Why doth the 
ffrench Kynge pay tribute to England? 
Yea that he doth ſayde I. And wherfore, 
I pray you quoth he? I ſhall tell you ſayde 
I, more then 200 yeres paſt, when the 
ryght lyne of the Kynge of ffraunce failed 
of heyres males, then was Iſabel the onely 
daughter and heyres of fraunce wyfe unto 
Edward the ſecond then Kynge of Eng- 
land, by whome ſhe had yſſue Edward the 
thirde, that ſucceded his father to the 
crowne of England. Now what dyd the 
Barones of ffraunce ? When they ſaw that 
folowyng the ryght ſucceſſion, of force they 
muſt become ſubietes unto England, the 


ſhame and ſervitude whereof could not in 
the 
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the french men be ſupported, they incon- 
tinently ſtudied a remedie, and made a law, 
that no heyre female ſhold inherrett the 
crowne of ffraunce, procedyng forthwith io 
the creation of Philip of Valois, and after 
bym of Kynge John that folowed and ſo 
reſted/in peace a certayne tyme, untyll this 
Edward the third ſonne of the ſayde Iſabel 
came unto the poſſeſſion of England, who 
had no ſoner the ſworde in hande, butt in 
to ffraunce he goeth, and there hewed and 
burned fo longe that at length in playne 
'battayle he toke the Kynge John priſoner, 
and leadyng bym into England, kept hym 
their, more than 3 yeres. Finally ſeying 
it impoſſihle to governe ffraunce in peace, 
beyng Kynge of England, he fell at a com- 
poſition with the ſayde Kynge John for his 
rannſome, beſydes the which, for a me- 
morie of his interreſt he reſerved in the ar- 
ticles of accorde, theſe jj covenauntes, that 
is to fay, that the frenche Kynge and his 
ſucęeſſoures ſhould perpetually pay unto the 
crowne of England 50 thouſand Crownes 
or thereaboutes of yerely Tribute, and 
ſhould leave alſo the Title of Kynge of 
ffraunce unto the Kynges of England, by 
8 authoritie 


ALY 
authoritie whereof the Kynge of England 
unto this day writeth hym ſelfe Rex An- 
gliæ et franciz, and the french Kynge wri- 
teth Rex francorum : and this tribute hath 
the french Kynge forborne to pay theſe xvj 
or xvij yeres paſt, ſo that I thought it worth 
the receyvyng amongeſt the other dettes. 
As you ſay (ſayde an other of them) the 
. honour is more worth then the money. It 

is very true ſayde I. Butt this wyll I ſpeake 
againſt myſclfe, that a good chriſtian ought 
to fight neither for money neither for ho- 
nour. Butt where am I now? good faith 
I remembre not well what reſteth me to 
aunſwere. Mary ſayde my contrary the 
mariage of the Kynges daughter and the 
Duke of Norfolke his death. Alas, Alas 
quoth I, I am all redy tyred. Butt bi- 
cauſe he that goeth to the Battayle loſeth 
by his bloud-ſheddyng if he fight it not 
out, I wyll ſe how I can overcome this 
title reſt, with as few wordes as I may poſ- 
fible. If I ſhold ſay that the lady Mary 
the Kynges Daughter deſerveth not an huſ- 
band, I ſhould ſurely prove a wittye yonge 
man : and therefore wyll I now make you 
my 


ene 
my iudges. When for the ſtature of a wo- 
mans body ſhe is neither to highe nor to 
low, for bewtie of face ſhe hath few fe- 
lowes that I know : and in proporcion of 
membres, my penne cannot paint her. 
Butt what is all this.? Nothinge, for when 


I come to confidre her vertue, her ſhadow 


maketh me tremble. 


All the prudence, all the modeſty, all 
the curteſy, and all the ſober ſmylyng . 


chere that may be in a woman, is ſuerly in 


| her. Prompt in invention, awares in 


ſpeach, learned in the tongues, perfect in 
muſick, to ſyng and play, and on the lute 


and virginalles, with out maſter in the 


world, Yea, ſhe is gratefull to all perſons, 
that I wote not what livyng creature were 
ſufficient worthely to diſcryve her. So, if 


a huſband might be a reward unto the boun- 


tye of ſo gracious a lady, I wyll ſay ſhe is, 
and ever hath bene worthy to have the wor- 
thieſt huſband of the world. Butt now to 
the purpoſe, of that he wold not conſent 
ſhe ſhold mary *as I can imagine, (not 

| | | that 


The great caution of our author in not aſſerting as 


a fact what was merely conjectural, is a circumſtance 
| that 


F 
that I know this as a ſuertye) two ſundry 


- relpe&tes moyed bim there unto. The one : | 


that to mary unto any man of meaner e 
tate then her degre required, it ſhould have 
bene a greate blemiſh to his and her bonor. 


And the other, that to mary her in an high | 


887 untyll his ſonne that now 1s, 
were eſtabliſhed i in his realme, it 
migh have bene occaſion of ſome civill ſe- 
dicion or impediment of bis ſonnes quiet 
dominion, and were not trow you theſe 
copfideracions good ? Yea, ſayde my con- 
trary, ſynce: as this ſonne was borne, Butt 
before ? Before guoth I! he ever hoped to 
| have a ſonne, and then alſo was is dirorſe 
freſh and new, which allowed bym not at 
| that e to diſpoſe her i in mariage. And 
this ſu ſeth of her grace. Pl 
death of the Duke of Norfolke, and his 
ſonne the Earle of Surrey. I muſt ale 
you by the ſume hereſay, that you appoſe 
ag | Synce beyng in Italy, myne cares in 
. of England have bene mo inſtruck- 
* han myne eye. Now as 1 am enform- 
I 
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that adds. very much to hs credibility of ſuch things as 
he ſpeaks of with certainty, 


unto the 
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ed, this Earle of Surrey, who was 4 rigs 
man, that aftre his fathers” death ould 
have bene, the greateſt lord i in England d dext 
the Kynge, ſeying the Kynge lickly, and 


not lyke longe to contynue, imagined with 


hym ſelfe how he might attayhe the crowne, 
firſt he conſidered well how the Prince was 
yonge, and not able to governe hym ſelfe, 
and then he perceyved how the multitude 
of the unconſtant people were diverſe of re- 
ligion : ſome proteſtauntes and ſome pa- 
piſtes, ſo that with a litle power of frendes, 
he thought it poſſible to drawe one of the 
parties unto hym, and by ſome forreyne 
helpe, ſo to obteyne his purpoſe.” Butt 
god 12 confoundeth the vayne meh in 
their vayne thoughtes, brought theſe his 
ymaginacions to knowledge, by meanes of 
ſome of bis frendes, to whome in figure he 
had promiſed the comyng of a fayre day, 
which wordes reveyled unto the Kynge, 
and conferred with the ſuſpected ambition 
of that yonge man, and wich other pre- 
ſumpteons more then I know, cauſed His 
maieſtie more diligently to examyne the 
matter, in ſo muche that there were cer- 
tayne armes found, ſett forth by hym, the 
ſayde 
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ſayde Earle of Surrey, wherein the Roiall 
armes © E Stand were Joyned with his, 
and one picture ſpettally, in the which he 
had pay nted hym ſelfe with the crowne on 
bis right band, and the Kynge on his left 
Band: 86 that when he was brought in to 
the oßen ivdgement, lie could not denye, 
butt that he had deviſed meanles to bryrige 
his putpoſe to effecte, where unto the Duke 
his father Was privie Who therefore encut- 
red the ſemblable daunger. 'Butt'as'T Here 
ſay, the Kynge that deade i is pardoned the 
old Duke his lyfe: and I cannot heare fot 
a trueth | he ſhold' be deade. Butt if he 
were, 1 warrant, you quoth. 3 it! is not witli 
out good cauſe; fot a poore ſouldiar that 
came even now from the Em perours cape; 
told mein Florence, not foure dayes agone, 
that he had. erd a whyſperyng amonge the 
ſouldieres how the ſayde 78 of Surrey, 
at, his beyng with the Emperour before 
Launderſey, was entred into 1 
with dy vers greate captaynes and had got- 
ten promes of ayde toward the Furathite of 
his entent. Tea, ſayde he, and further he 
ſhold have become the Emperoures man, 


for, the ſelfe ſame purpoſe, I wyll not 
Ii I 2 faye, 


| a 1 us 1 

aye, quoth 1. that this! is true. | But FO 
the meane private ſoldieres are grower ſo 
commonly t to talke of theſe thinges, it ĩs 


captaynes, there ſhould be ſome what o 


WAS. never ſmoke. It is poſſible enoughe 


fayde, one of them, for I my ſelfe, who 


have dene in the Emperours courte have 


xerd uche T of this matter, in 
0 2 it that it was doubted whether this 


voi gage prince. Told be legitimate 0 or not. 
8 quoth T? that were : a doubt in 
1 for am ſure there can fo Tyvyhg 
roature be leg inte, if he be not. 50 
your a! ig bow! have che wed y you, that 


Kynge t at deade i is, aftre the deceaffe 


1 ite fir 2 ves Was clere unto 'all 
| world or ever h inatied the gude wyfe, 
t-the Yonge Kynge Ed- 


d whome he 'bega 


85 ward "that now is. 80 1 5 ere can no 


275 nde of reaſon be made àgAynſt is Wegi- 


2 * 


e es of thi Yotige 
melt Abe hy 1 yard . — your 


15 ae abtiorce due Ae 'of hen 24 


| old hym yl. Tue Nuten erbatüre 
that 


to be preſumed, that amongeſt the greater : 


importaunce, ſor with out ſome fyre, there 


"Alas?! Quoth J. — 3 
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that lyveth under ſupne, the wittieſt, the 


- moſt amiable and the gentleſt thinge of 


the world, ſuche a ſpirit of capacitie, 134 


yng the things taught bym by py ſcoole- 
maſters, that it is a wondre to heare ſay: 


and finally he hath ſuche a grace of porte 


and geſture in gravitie, when he commet 


in to any preſence, that it hold ſeme he 


were all redy a father : and yett paſſeth he 
not the age of x yeres, a thinge undoubt- 
eqly muche rather to be ſene, then beleved, 


Alas | quoth I, nay; alas agayne, what cruel- | 


tie ſhoyld move theſe ravenyng dragones to 


covett the devouryng of fo meke an inno- 


cent lambe, with the ſedicion « of ſuch de- 


veliſh rumoures No, no, 1 ſhall tell you 


why ſayde my contrary. ' The Kynge was 
interdicted by the church of Rome when 
he begatt the prince, and therefore per- 

chaunce it may be ſayde, his Title is nat 
good. Good faith quoth I; and ſo may it 
de as well ſayde, that becauſe the realme 
hath bene xv yeres, no lefſe interdicted then 
the Kyng, therefore the earth hold brynge 
forth no fruite: and yett thanked be gad 
ſynge the world began, we never bad great- 
er anke f all A ges, then we have had 
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in this tyme, by {6 muche the more, as 
the ydle bellies of the greate multitude of 
our aunciaunt religious perſones, have'now 
no more lycence to devoure, ſpoyle and 
waiſt our plowmens trayayle butt beleve 
me well, they that make them ſuche a 
church of warme wake to ſerve all mouldes, 
at length, with chaungyng of there figures 
may happen to loſe their fourme. How 
no ſayd I to mycontrary, are you ſatisfied 
unto all your' argumentes. I am, and I 
am not fayde he. I wote not how, by the 
holy maſſe, (quoth one of them, who earſt 
had ſpoken no worde,) thou haſt quit thy 
ſelfe lyke a tall felow : And if thoy wylt 


| go with me to morow, to diſpute 1 in a cauſe 
of contumacye, that I am called for before 


the popes legate, I wyll ſeke none other 
advocate, and thou ſhalt have a Crown for 
thy labour. I am no canoniſt Sir quoth I 
nor cannot therein ſerve your purpoſe, quia 
non proteſtor proteſtationes appellandi. No 
quoth he, I wyll you do no more butt declare 
my reaſon! Reaſon quoth I before the le- 
gate, that were a way in dede to bryng me 
in to limbo. have I not told you that the 
Pope. and all his miniſteres are expreſſe ene- 


myes 
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myes of all good reaſon and veritie! In 
fayth in faith quoth my contrary, if the 
legate dyd know of your reaſunyng here 
this night I wold not be in your cote for 
a. nother Crowne. I know that well 
ynoughe quoth I, for the leaſt reward I 
could receyve, ' ſhould be the eaſieſt of one 
of theſe three : the ſworde, the poyſon, * 
the fyre. And when well he had done his 
| — becauſe he can no more butt putt me 
to my death, the end of all my myſery, and 
begynning of all my true Joye, I could 
not greatly * paſſe of his tyranny, remem- 
bryng this ſayng of Job unto the lorde. 
Shorte be the «ayes of man, and thou haſt 
with thee, the nombre of his monethes, 
Thou haſt ordayned hym his termes, which 
be cannot paſſe. Nevertheles I wyll kepe 
me as well out of his daunger as I may. 
for I wyll ſtraight to Venice, where I truſt 
to be ſafe, Nay by oure lady ſayde he 
there are you deceyved, for if you be 
knowen in Venice, the legate that lieth 
there wyll ſtraight wayes have you by the 
back. Why ſayde I, is it poſſible that the 
famouſe libertie of that Citie ſhold be in ſo. 


I 4 muche 
* Suffer. | 
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ITE fervitude, that. the lordes thereof 


ele ſuffre | me for the juſt defence of 1 my 
prince to endure perſecution undre_ there 


wynges ? ſpecyally ſynce the amitie be- 


twene them and my ſayde Kynge hath | 


bene ſo perſecte, that when the Pope wyth 
all the other Princes of Europe, -entered 
in to a confederacye to getheres unto their 
deſtruction, our ſayde Kynge onely re- 
mayned their frende ? Butt let god 'work 
his wyll. for I have determined in this 
cace to truſt more unto the iuſtice of there 
juſt gloriouſe common welth, then to feare 
the Tyrauny of the Pope, who under a 


counterfajt name, not. onely uſurpeth the 


monarchie over the Princes of the World, 


butt alſo ſucketh the bloude of the poore 


labourers of the erth. And if you wyll 


fynde o out a falſe knave by the chaungyng 
of his right name; I wyll you do butt 
marke this little trick, that I ſhall tell you. 


Papa in the greke tongue ptonouncyng 


the firſt fillable ſhort, and the laſt longe i 18 
underſtanded a prieſt in the Engliſh : And 
the grekes unto this day call there prieſt 
Pap a. So that Papa came firſt unto Rome 


as a poore private prieſt and none other- 
2 wyſe. 
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Butt when" in proceſſe of tyme, 
prieſtes had converted Empe- 
tours, thy began to take upon them tem- 
porall Byſhoprickes, ufurping all manner 
of worldly. poſſeffions and honoties, then 
the glorions Byſhop of Rome whamed of 
ſo baſe a title, as prieft, made to pronounce = 
it the ſhorte ſillable fot the longe, callyng 
tiyin ſelfe paapa, inſtede of papaa, and fo 
with tornyng the wrong fyde outward:of a 
poore prieſt, he is growen to that glory 
that you ſe bym i in. And to prove agayne 
that he is no leſſe counterfaite in his do- 
ynges then in his name, he wryteth hym 
felfe Servus ſervorum dei, 'where as in 
very 'dete, he ſerveth no trew ſervaunt 
of god, butt rather utterly perſecuteth 
them, fo that to undreſtaund this title 
well, Jean fynde no goode interpretation 
unles you wold ſay, that the develles are 
godes ſervauntes, as the hangeman is mi- 
niſter of the iuſtice, ho forꝭ his one pri- 
vate gayne wolde hange all the men in the 
world, if the iuſtice wold ſuffre hym, and 
as the hangeman uſeth the pliaunt halter to 
ſtrangle with all the condempned: perſons, 
ſo may we ſay devylles godes ſervauntes, 
| uſe 


fl 


uſe the popes as there miniſteres to brynge 
oute poore ſoules unto perdition. Butt lett 
we theſe trifles paſſe. To come unto a 
concluſion of oure Kynge, whoſe. wiſ- 
dome, vertue, and hountye, my wittes 
ſuffiſeth not to declare. Once, of per- 
ſonage, he was one of the godlyeſt 
men that lyved in bis tyme, verye 
highe of ſtature, in in maner more then a 
man, and proporcioned i in all his membres 
unto that height, of countenaunce he was 
moſt amiable, curteous and beninge in 
5 geſture unto all perſons, and ſpecyally 
unto ſtraungers, ſeldome or never offended 
with any thinge, and of ſo conſtaunt a na- 
ture in hym ſelfe, that I beleve there be 
ſew can ſay that ever he chaunged his 
chere for any noveltie, how contrary or ſo- 
dayne ſo ever it were. Prudent he was in 
counſell, and farre caſtyng, moſt liberall 
in rewardyng his faithfull ſervauntes, and 
ever unto his enemies as it behoveth a 
prince to be. He was learned in all ſcien- 
ces, and had the gyft of many tongues, 
He was a perfect theologien, a good phi- 
loſopher, and a ſtronge man of arms, a 


* 2 berſec Wanted as well of for- 
treſſes 
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treſſes as of pleaſaunt palacyes, and from 
one to another, there was no kynde of ne- 
ceſſary knowledge from a Kynges degre to 
a Carters, butt that he had an;,* honeſt 
ſight in it. What wold you I ſhold ſay of 
bym ?. he was undoubtedly the rareſt man 
that lyved in his tyme. - Butt I ſay not this 
to make hym a god; nor in all his doynges 
I wyll not ſaye he hath bene a ſaynte, for 
I beleve with the prophet, that non eſt 
iuſtus quiſquis, non eſt requirens.deum;3 
omnes declinaverunt, ſimul inutiles facti 
ſumus, non eſt qui facit bonum non eſt 
uſque ad unum. I wyll confeſſe that he 
dyd many evil thinges, as the publican 
ſynner, butt not as a cruel T yraunt, or 
as a phariſaicall hypocrite ; for all his 
doynges were open, unto the whole world, 
wherein he governed hym ſelfe with fo 
much reaſon, prudence, courage and cir- 
cumſpection, that I wote not where, in all 
the hiſtories I have red, to fynde one pri- 
vate Kynge equall unto hym, who in the 
-ſpace of 38 yeres reigne, never receyved not- 
able diſpleaſure, how well that at one ſelfe 
281 he — had * warre on three 
5 ſydes, 


Or proper, decent, competent. 


3 
ſydes, that is to ſay with ffraunce, Scat- 


land and Ireland, in fo muche that beyng 


in perſon with his army in ffraunce, he 
| hath had a bloudy battell ſtricken in the 
borders betwene 9 and the Scottes of 
70 or 80 thouſand men, whereof bis per- 
petuall good fortune graunted hym moſt 
famoaſe victory, with the triomphe over 
his enemye, the ſcottiſh Kynge ſlayne in the 
battayle. And finally mark well the profe. 
The perfect preſent Authores, for an ex- 


treme example of an happy man, can al- 
 Tedge no greater then Poliorates Scimian 


who for all his -proſperous dayes, finjſh- 
Ad his life (nevertheles) in miſchieſe in the 


Bandes of his cruel enemies: where as this 
Kynge Henry the eight, not - onely hath 
«yved moſt happely, butt alſo: hath quietly 
Yield in the armes of his deareſt frendes, 
leavyng for wytneſſe of his moſt glorious 
fame; the fraite of ſuch an heyre, as the 
erth is fearcely worthy to nouriſh, WhO. 
truſt ſhall with no leſſe perfection per- 
ſourme the true church of Chriſt, not per- 

«mitted by his ſayde father to be fini ſhed: 
ohen as Solomon dyd the Temple of Hie- 
| cuſilem, not graunted to David in the 
: agaynſt 
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tyme of his lyfe., For who wolde ſpecks | 
azayalt the deade Kynge Henry myght 
mach better ſay, he dyd fe butt with one 
eye, und ſo accuſe hym for lack of putty 
an end unto the reformacion ofthe 2 
church, then for doyng of the thinges 
| that; he hath done agaynſt the Apoſtaticall 
_ romayae ſea. And who wyll well confi. 
der the diſcourſe of the tructh, ſhall fynde 
the roote of all the reherſed miſchefes (i 
miſchefes they may be called) to have. 
growen, either in the boſome of the Pope, 
of the Cardinalls; and of the Prelates, or 
miniſtero, or els of thoſe ſuperſticious lax 
people (as they call: them) who have borne 
more faith unto the membres of the malig · 
nauat church, then to the true god hym 
ſelfe ; 80 that to make a iuſt exclamacion, 
you aught rather to cry gut agaynſt the 
exterminaunt tyraunny of your whooriſh 
mother church and ſay. O you Ro- 
maynes, O Bologuies, O Revennates, 0 
Permeſanes, 0 Placentines, O "Avignioiis, * 
bo enn you thus abide, not onely to he 
oppreſſed with ſo many Cuſtomes, Taxes, 
aud Tallages, that the 3 
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food, butt allo have your bloude drawen 
unto death? 0 common welth of Florence, 
why ſuffreck thou Pope Clement tb take 
By these thy libertie! And thou Duke 
ofmus di Medici, how canſt thou ſuffte 
thoſe friers of St. Marke, proved for open 
Ribauldes, to dwell in thyne owne houſe 
in thy diſpite': No No; I wylt forbeare to 
ake of many other ingos: that Þcould 
ledße, as good as this, which in dede 
art ſo manifeſt rebellions; or rather tyran- 
nies agaynſt the iuſt and lawfull princes 
that they cannot be denied? and yett is there 
no man that dare one fpedk vr open the 
mouth apaynit" thoſe Nübauldes. Butt it 
may chaunce the Türke wyll come ons 
| daye, to putt the! office 6f Chriſtian prĩnees 
in, to "Execubion, ſynee®they; - they them 
elke“ wylt adt Irtetide” 'unt6 it. How = 
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- #/Machiavel\dbſeryes that, the Popes. ſometimes. for | 


tie ſake of &heirdofrine, and ſometimes for 2h Pg 


„Jed. ſoreig rmies into Italy and that 
32 ang 245 A | prince powe WE bur ey 


of their r folly! and fen ght bis ruin ; not perm — 
wer to poſits an ſtate," theirpwn wenkneſe had, oblis 


£99 tliem. to geg. \The,gdifuyion,and debjlity-of f- 
have been brought on by the papal wars and cxcom- 


munications. Hi. Flor. Lib. 1. 


you 
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you my maſters quoth I? are theſe thinges 
true or not? They be true anſwered they 
| all: and paſſing from one matter to an 
other, whileſt the tyme of ſupper ap- 
proached, we fell in to dyverſe talke of 
thinges to longe now to reherſe. And al- 

beit (gentyll reader) that unto the profe of 
purpoſe in this our diſputacion, I dyd 
truely allege many mo reaſons then in this 
my litle booke are written, which in caſe 
of ſcrupulouſe doute might perchaunce 
ſome tyme more perfectly have guyded thee 
unto the true knowlege: yett ſhall I be- 
ſech thee in that behalf not to accuſe me of 
floth :« for myne entent in this doyng, 
tendeth to none other, butt unto the ex- 
cuſe of my wrongfully ſlaundered Prince, 
whoſe good renowne, fame, and honour, 
I moſt hertely commend unto thee 


farewell. | 
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DISQUISITIONS ON 
AFFAIRS OF STATE. 


| 131. J 
DISQUISITION, &c. 


| Wheather it be expedient to varie with 
me. | 


HAT tymeis, Solomon in the thirde 
of Eccleſiaſtes doth ſufficiently deſ- 
cribe : including all things under the Sonne 
within tyme. And as Petrarke faith in the 
triomphe of tyme, 


« Paſſan votre grandez2e, e voſtre pompe::* 
% Paſſan le Signorie, paſſano i regni: 
* Ognt coſa mortal tempo interrompe. 


Wherefore ſeing tyme is both the 
father and devowrer of all things, and 
conſequently that nothing is to man 
more preciouſe than tyme, it foloweth 
that he who in tyme can take his 'tyme 
is moſt happie in this world. But bi- 
cauſe we ſee the worlde to depende in 
maner altogither upon contraries, as reſt 
and moving, lack and having, light and 
darkeneſe, white and blacke, filence and 

i noyſe, 
* Grandeur and pomp ſhall fade, principalities and 


empires paſs away; and every mortal thing ſhall be de» 
ſtroyed by time. 
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noyſe, ſweete and fowre, hote and colde, 
light and heavie, ſofte and harde, moyſt 
and drie; with infinite others, in ſuch 
wiſe as everie thinge hath his contrarie : 
therfore it ſeemeth a great difficultie unto 
man (as in dede it is) how amonge ſo many 
diſcordes he may gather any * of his 
_ . tyme, 

For whan all is rekened no man fyndeth 
thinge in this world more ioyful nor more 
acceptable unto him than proſperitie, which 
he eſteemeth ſo much that he refuſeth no 
labor nor in maner any perill to attayne it; 
and yet hath this proſperitie proved ſuch 
a lyer, flaterer and deceaver of men, that 
whan they have moſt reioyſed and truſted 
in it, even the proſperitie itſelff hath been 
cauſe of their extreame ſorowe and adver- 
ſitie; as by infinite examples it is manifeſt. 
Howe ſoddainely was the glorie of Balthaſar 
in the 6th of Daniell played of God, 

For in dede this proſperitie (or humayne 
felioitie as ye lyſt to call it) is not eſteem- 
ed proſperitie till it be at the higheſt : and 
than it ſeemeth of ordinairie that whan we 
reaken to be moſt happie, ſoddainely ſome 
contrarie happeneth : ſo that the eſteemed 


put _ 
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Shodpecitie encreaſeth the adverſitie, and is 
tather a beginneng of miſhappe than any 
felicitie in dede. Which the Aſtronomers 
aſeribe unto the Planetts : bicauſe all 
thiogs in carthe (as they ſaie) atr governed 
by the mocions of the ſterres. And as 
whan they be in a ſextile or tryne aſpect 
they ate accompted proſperouſe; fo in the 
quadtate or oppoſite they arr infortunate, 
and their courſes being ſuch as in a mo- 
ment they leape from the one to the other, 
it is no mervaile (ſaie they) though mennes 
fortune do ſemblably varie. 

Philip king of Macedone whan he had 
in one daie goten the victorie in the * Olim- 
piades plaies and in the battail both, praied 
God to recompence that great happe with 
ſome ſmall evill. Whereupon he was by 
chaunce ſhott into the eye: accompting 
himſelf happie in the middeſt of his proſ- 
peritie to encounter with a ſmall misfor- 

tune. For as the ſtone that is throwen in- 
to the ayre falleth the more vehemently 
the higher he is throwen, ſo moſt comon- 
ly it fareth by mannes proſperitie the high- 
er he ſeemeth to clymbe the greater 1s his 
overthrowe. And if in his proſperitie (to 

9 the 


* Olympick games, 


. Law 1 | 
the which all men covett to aſpire) we finde 
this difficultie or perill, whereunto than 
ſhall man applie his time ? 
Trulie as the muſicien uſeth ſometime a 
flatt and ſometime a ſharpe note, ſometime 
a ſhorte and ſometime a longe to make his 


ſonge perfict, ſo ſaieth Macchiavegli ought 


man to phrame his proceadings unto his 
tyme, and albeit that man can not ſo di- 
rectly concorde them as to make them al- 
waies agree like the muſiciens divers notes, 
bicauſe ſome men arr ledde of vehemence 
and ſome of reſpect and feare, in the one 
or other whereof all men moſt comonly do 
erre: yet he is to be eſteemed the wiſeſt 
and happieſt man that in proceading mak- 
eth leaſt diſcordes with tyme. And as the 
phiſicion to the remeadie of ſickneſſes mi- 
niſtreth unto his patients both medecynes 
and dyetts other than they ſhulde receave 
whan they were hole: ſo man in his af- 
faires ſhulde procead according to his-tyme 
altering as the occaſion requireth : and not 
to perſever obſtinately in one opinion howe 
good or howe profitable ſo ever it had pro- 
ved in other tyme before. 
| Fabius 


Ms 
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Fabius Maximus (of whom I have ſpo= 
ken heretofore) was for his tyme a won 
drefull Cap” ; and the whole. preſſervacion 
of the Romayne common wealthe, bicauſe 
his fortune was to ſpringe in a tyme con- 
formable to his nature. For Annibal be- 
ing newly arrived in Italie with a couragi- 
ouſe armie ; and having obteigned the vic- 
torie of ſundrie ſore battailes, was nat any 
more-to be foughten withall, as well for 
the reſpe& of his owne.cncreaſed ftreingth, 
as for the weakenes of his often abated ene- 
mies: So that againſt him in that tyme 
there was none ſo meete a Cap“: as Fa- 
bius, who with prolonging of tyme de- 
creaſed Annibals treaſure and power, but 
aftrewards whan the Romaynes were at a 
better ſtaie and hable as well to offende as 
to defende; than was Scipio ſent into Af- 
frike with/an armie to bringe thoſe warres 
to an ende; which his tyme and fortune 
ſerved him to do. And yet was Fabius at 
that tyme of opinion that Scipio ſhulde 
not go: cleaving alwaies to his ewne ma- 
ner of proceading, ſo that if Fabius had 
than been Prince or Governor in ſuch ſorte 
as his opinion muſt have had place, Anni- 
K 4 bal 
| In ſome other work which probably is loſt, 


w | 
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bal might for him have been yet in ſtalie. 
Whetein they do commonly erre that have 
before proſpered in their opinion, the 
Rappe whereof maketh them ſo to hope the 
tike, that in maner it ſhal be impoſſible to 
diſſuade them. which in dede is one the 
greateſt cauſes of the comon miſhappe that 
foloweth proſperitie; for han men woll 
obſerve one direct or (as I may call it obſti- 
nate proceading) if the tyme come that ſhall 
require the eontrarie: it foloweth their 
. proceading muſt peariſh, I meane not 
that any man ſhulde varie in amitie, torns 
from ver tus to vive of to alter in any ſuch 
thinge as requireth eonſtancio: but tooch- 
ing the other publike or private doings, I 
thinke nothing more noeeffarie than to varie 
with the tyme. 

Alexander the Licedempalen being a no- 
table valiant Prince uſed nevertheleſſe in all 
his doings more policic than force : where · 
of his familiates wolde ſometyme reprove 
him, ſaieng that he degenerated from Her- 
cules. of whom he was deſcended : but he 
ſmyleing wolde anſwere, that wheare he 
coulde not plaie the Lyon it was no ſhame 
to plaie the Foxe. Which of ſome men is 
* 6 condemened 
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condemened 2s a vile and vici ouſe thinge ; 
for Quintus Curtius upon the anſwer of 
Alexander the great unto Parmenio maketh 
a great diſcourſe: declaring howe Parme- 
' nio counſailed Alexander to oppreſſe his 
enemie by policie: Whereunto Alexander 
anſwered that if he were Parmenio he wolde 
ſo do, but being Alexander it behoved bim 
liberallie to fight and iuſtlie to over» 
throw. 

In dede whan ſo ever a Prince may open» 
ly without perill attaigne either the victo- 
rie over his enemie or his purpoſe with them 
that be indifferent, his proceading ought 
to have no crafte; but whaa either his po- 
wer ſerveth nor or that his contratie prac» 
tiſoth ſabtiltie (as moſt comonly Princes 

do at theſe daies) than me ſeemeth policie 
is no vice, Ffor all men arr not Alexan- 

ders. No nor Alexander was not himſelf 

at leingth even as he was; to be comended 
in the vertuouſe over comyng of his ene» 
mie (if vertue it may be called) whan his 
power ſerved him thereunto: So was he 
to be diſpraiſed in the unnaturall miſuſe- 
ing of his frends whan with them and by 
* helpe he had paſſed fo many perills, 
wherefore 
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winrefors at leingth his' owne n. 
* his owne deſtruction-. 

Philip de Comines writeth chat at the 
treatie of the peace beſide Conflans, Loys 
the XIth. frenche King and the Conte 
Charolois- ſonne to the Duke of Burgoigne 
mett fymplie in the fielde: and walking 
togither alone in treating of the matter, the 
King ledde the Erle ints-a Bulwerke of his 
before Paris or ever the Erle tooke heede? 
and nevertheleſſe agreed with him and ſent 
him backe againe unto his armie that than 
was wondrefullie diſturbed for his abſence 
and daungier, the curteſie whereof (as I be- 
lieve) encouraiged the ſame frenche King 
aftrewards to put himſelf in the Duke of 
Burgoignes power at Peronne. Wheare he 
founde great cauſe to repent him of his fo- 
lie, ffor whileſt he laie in the Caſtell the 
Duke was in a thouſande thoughtes whea- 
ther he ſhulde reteigne him iſtill or do worſe, 
and if the” King had denied any of his re- 
2 it had. in dede en evill with 


him. 
— Thus it . hk no man | ought 
with his owne nature to meaſure the na- 
ture of an other man and ſpeciallie of 

Princes; 
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Princes; who arr not rekened wiſe whan 
they looſe cither tyme or advauntage, and 
therefore Philip de Commines alloweth 
them not to meete togithers, unleſſe it be 
in youthe whan their heades arr given to 
pleaſers. But in caſes of treatie for peace 
in tyme of warre, or for intereſt in tyme 
of peace, whan the power of the one may 
be ſuſpect to the other: Lett never Princes 
meete. No, the jalouſie of aſtate is ſo 
great that whan a Prince may advoide any 
perill either by foreſight, or by policie : 
Lett him never tempte God ; for miracles 
arr ass. 

Iſabell Queene of N aples being expulſed 
the Realme by the firſt Alfonſe than enti- 
tled King thereof, made recourſe unto Eu- 
geine than Busſhop of Rome for aide to re. 
cover her aſtate, who in her favo* ſent a 
Patriarke that for a while proſpered, yet 
at leingth neere unto Salerno the King gate 
him into ſuch a ſtraight as neither he nor 
his coulde eſcape. Than fell he to treatie 
and- promiſed the King all his requeſts, 
whereupon trewſe was taken and he lett go. 
But immediately aftre knowing the King 

upon traſt of the trewſe to be voide of ſuſ- 
| picion : 
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pioion t he tornod ſo ſoddainely upon hind 
that on Chriſtmas daie the King being at 
maſſe, worde came that the Patriarke was 
at Hande, which notwithſtanding the King, 
of ſuperſtieion wolde necdes heare out his 
maſſe, and ſo obſtinately perſevered that 
the Patrierke- came in dede; fought with 
the Kings garde at the Churche doore flewe 
divers of them, tooke all the Kings plate 
and carriages, and ſo hotely purſued the 
King himfelf, that with wits adoo he eſ- 
caped to Capua. 
Whoereinliek av the Pateiacks FEY him- 
ſelf a trewe membre of the wicked churche, 
ſo did the King erre in too waies. Ffirſt 
in ſuffering the enemie to eſcape whan he 
had him at the advauntage- and aftre in 
tempting God with a truſt that needed not. 
as Cicero ſaieth· Ne offeramus * nos peri- 
culis fine cauſa. 
| Wherfore amonge Princes, of all Ainges 
the tyme and advauntaige is to be obſerved 
in ſuch ſorte that having the enemie at an 
aftredeale, either eonſtreigne him by force 
to yelde unto thy proffitt, or deale with him 
ſo liberallic that he may both knowe what 
cace 8 is in, and howe much kindeneſſe 

thou 


We ougnt not to expoſe ourſelves to unneceſſary in- 
convenience. 


 Poſthumus being Conſules of Rome hap- 


| [ 14a ] 
thou deferveſt of him: which later waie ale 


moſt is not to be uſed in our daiĩes, bicauſe 
Princes have leſſe confynes to their willes 
and leſſe amitie to their. neighbo” than in 
tyme paſt hath been accuſtomed, .,  _. 

Titus Veturius Calvinus and Spuriug 


pened with their both armies to arrive 48 4 
valley called Caudina, wheare their ene- 

mies the Samnites ſtopped the ſtraietes in 
ſuch ſorte as Livie writeth that the Ro» 
maynes lamenting their misfortune ue 
* Ne ferrum quidem ad bene moriendum 
oblaturus eſt hoſtis: ſedens bellum conth+ 
ciet. In which cace the Samnites afſtonied 
with their unhoped fortune wift not what 
counſaill to uſe, wherfore Caius Herennias 
their Cap"* ſent home to his father Heren- 
nius Pontius an aged wiſe man to heare his 
opinion, who undreſtanding the caſt an- 
ſwered they ſhulde freely lett the Romaynes 
go without offending them in any thinge:: 
which advice the Samnites liked not, and 
therfore ſent to him againe: then he dadite 
eutt them all to pieces and lett not one eſ- 
cape.— Theſe twoo anſweres iſo oontrarie 
made them believe he doted by reaſon of 


his 


* The enemy need not advance againſt us with thy 
ſword, they may gain the victory fitting, 
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his age, Wherfore they ſent for him, and 
being comme aſked what he ment. Marie 
qd heif ye do the firſt your liberalitie ſhall 
\ eſtabliſh a perſict peace and amitie with a 
people more puiſſaunt than yourſelf; and 
if ye do the ſeconde, diſtroĩeng theſe twoo 
armies, ye abaſe their power ſo that in 
_— yergs they ſhall not againe be hable 

to annoye you. Other counſaill (qd he) 
I knowe none. And being than demaun- 
ded what he thought of a meane betwene 
theſe twoo extremities, in letting them go 
upon ſuch covenauntes as arr wonte to be 
taken of men overcomme : he anſwered, 
80 ſhall ye neither purchaſe freendes nor 
ridde you of enemies: for ye preſerve them 
that ye have offended, yea and further pro- 
voke them with ſhame. And it proved 
trewe in dede, ffor it had been better for 
the Samnites at that tyme to have been diſ- 
compfited of the Romaynes in battaill than 
to have lett them go as they did with ſo 
ſhamefull a peace: as by the n of 
the hiſtorie it appeareth. 

In effect it fareth by Princes in this caoe 
as in expences it fareth by the prodigall 
man: who of his treaſure gathereth but 
| thankes, 
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thankes, and perchaunce ſcorne, and when 
he hath all ſpent, his moſt gaine is miſe- 
rable pitie. Wherfore the wiſe Prince loo- 
ſeth neither his tyme nor advauntaige, as 
| King Edwarde the 111de whan' he had 
lyen a yere before Calays, and was cha- 
lenged by the ffrenche King to feight, an- 
ſwered : No, I have lyen here (qd he) 
theſe x11 monethes to my great chardge, 
and if I ſhulde nowe putt that in adven- 
ture that I am ſure of, I ſhulde commit a 
great folie. Which anſwere proceaded not 
of cowardiſe, ffor before that tyme he re- 
fuſed not the feight at Vironfoſſe, nor the 
battailes of Cane, Blanchetake, nor Creſſy, 
but he wolde looſe neither the tyme he had 
ſpent there, nor the advauntaige of win- 
neng the towne which within fewe daies 
aftre was yelded unto him. And albeit 
that he varied from his nature to refuſe any 
feight, yet bicauſe the time required ſo, it 

was rather honourable than otherwiſe. 
Looſe therfore neither advauntaige nor 
tyme, the wynneng whereof is accompted 
the greateſt matter amonge Princes, liek 
as the loſſe is by examples proved to be of 
no leſſe moment. And lett him not thinke 
to 


Wy 
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to proſper in this worlde that woll not va- 
rie in his proceadinges according to the 
tyme. for as there is nothing more plea- 
ſaunt than the concorde of muſicke: nor 
nothing more diſpleaſaunt than the diſeorde 
therof, ſo whan doinges and tyme agree 
there is nothing more happic, nor whan 
they diſagree nothing more onhappic : : have 
ing in them much more variacion. than 
te wnes in mulicke have. 


WHAT 


WHAT PRINCES AMITIE 
IS BEST. 
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WHAT PRINCES AMITIE 
18 BEST. 


A' ITIE or frendethip (as Cicero dif- 
fineth it) is the perfict concorde of 
all divine and humayne thinges with beni- 
volence and charitie. And he faieth that 
' wiſedom excepted, he knoweth not whea- 
ther thimmoctal Goddes have given unto 
man any better thinge. flor it maketh the 
proſperouſe thinges more reſplendaunt, and 
adverſities the more eaſie. And if it were 
poſſible for the Princes of theſe daies to uſe 
that amitie that ſome Princes have doon as 
we reade of Maſſiniſſa and Scipio and of 
others, than it were no neede to talke of 
other amitie than of that ſweete private 
amitie that Cicero ſo well hath deſcribed. 


And without further queſtion that Princes 


amitie were beſt, in whoſe hert thoſe rules 
of amitie were writen, But the perverſe 


nature. of men in this tyme doth ſkarſely 
permitt any perfict amitie. Whertore to 
treate of the politike amitie that is to ſaie 
the accuſtomable amitie that may be had, 

L 2 it 


1 
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it is firſt to be conſidered to what ende the 
amitie of foreyn Princes doth ſerve, and 
what nede one Prince hath of thothers 
amitie. 5 | 

Trulie if it be well conſidered though 
there be many cauſes to be alledged why it 
behoveth Princes to have amitie, yet all 
ſhulde tende but to one ende, that i is to ſaie 
to mainteigne their owne, ffor the fruicte 
of the foreyn Princes amitie conſiſteth in 
twoo poinctes, one is giveng aide to reſiſt 


an ennemye,{ ut ſine injuria in pace viva- 


tur, and thother in relieving his frendes 


| cuntrey with thoſe comodities that it want- 


eth. Both which as I have ſaied, tende 
to that ende that is rehearſed before. And 


bicauſe fewe Princes arr of themſelfes ha- | 


ble to mainteigne their owne, if they want 
frendeſhip of other Princes; therfore it fol- 
oweth this amitie to be verie neceſſarie. 


for it hath been often ſeene that Princes 


and other aſtates have been brought to that 
poincte for lack of frendes that having ta 
do with ſuch as were more puiſſant than 
themſelfes they neither coulde mainteigne 
peace nor ſuſteigne warre: in which cace 


either they muſt throwe themſelves into 


their 
To live peaceably without moleſtation. | 
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aa lappes that ſhall helpe them; or muſt 
omme a praie to thoſe that do aſſaulte 
them. And this happeneth through lack 
of foreſight han the Prince or aſtate hath 
not meaſured their forces with their doinges, 
as Livie writeth of the Latines VIIIch Booke 
of his firſt decade. jam Latio is ſtatus erat 
rerum ut neque pacem neque bellum pati 
poſſent. By reaſon that through lacke of 
frendes to aide them, the amitie and the 
inimetie of the Romaines was indifferent 
unto them. ffor if they had peace their 
condicions were intollerable and their im- 
otencie in the warte made them at length 
all into thraldome. But leaving the exam 
ples of people that had no Prince we may 
reade as well of our owne hiſtories as of 
others what inconveniences have happened 
to them that have wanted foreyn frende- 
ſhip. 

Howe often did the Danes in King Eg- 
bertes tyme ihvade this Realme, ſpoyle it, 
and rannſomme it? Howe many doubtfull 
and bluddie batailes were foughten betwene 
our nacion and them in the Vth ya of Alu- 


redes reigne ? 
L 3 What 


t Such was the ſtate of Latium that peace and war 
were equally pernicious to it. 
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What made Etheldrede flee into Nor- 
mandie leaving his crowne to the Poſſeſſion 


of Sueno or Suanus a Dane ? 

And had Willm Duke of Normandie 
been hable to expulſe Harolde King of 
Englande and to enioye the crowne, if Ha- 


rolde had had any ſtraunge frende? If I 


ſhulde folowe on with like examples wheare 
the aftates have been utterly ſubverted and 
altered from one nacion to an other (much 


through the lacke of frendeſhip) I ſhulde 


be over tediouſe. But this I find that 
though there be many cauſes to be alledg- 


ed in the ſubverſion or alteracion of aftates, 


yet one of thegreateſt is the lacke of Princes 
amitie. Wherfore determyneng that 
emonge the great cares that Princes ought 


to have for the preſervacion of themſelfes 


and their aſtates, this amitie ſpoken of be- 
fore, ſhulde not be the leaſt: We muſt 
nowe examine what Princes amitie ĩs beſt ? 
In which behalfe 1111 thinges arr worthie 
of conſideration, the Propinquitie, - the 
Auncientie of frendeſhip, the Religion, and 
the Nature of the Prince, whoſe amitie is 
ſought. Firſt for propinquitie, albeit that 
it Is both proffitable and commendable to 

have 
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have the amitie of all Princes yet it is evi- 
dent that the neighbo”-amitie is much to 
be preferred before the ſtraungers. And 
herein lyeth a queſtion, whoſe amitie is 
the better, his that may moſt annoye, or 
his that may molt aſſiſt? ffor a meane Prince 
that is a neighbor: may annoye more than 
a puiſſant Prince that dwelleth ferre of: 
and ſuch a puiſſant. Prince agayne may by 
contrarie meanes aſſiſt more than the meane 
neighbo : Prince. 

In effect it hath been ever — that 
the amitie of him which may moſt annoye 
is to be preferred. ffor by this amitie ye 
do not only advoide the daungier of that 
annoyaunce that he may do, but ye alſo 
may have his ayde to ioigne with yo“: 
which though it were but meane in reſpect 
of the ferre Princes power, muſt neverthe- 
leſſe be ſuch an helpe as may ſerve your 
torne more redilie: And the amitie of ferre 
Princes hath ever proved ſo uncertayne that 
a ſmall power of the neighbo”” hath been 
moſt commonly preferred before it. Wher- 
fore lick as thamitie of a private neighbor: 
is unto everie private man for his domeſti- 


call affaires more neceſſarie than the ami- 
L 4 tie 
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tie of a ſtraungier, even ſo in a ſtate, the 
amitie of the neereſt Prince is more con- 
venient than of him that is diſtaunt. 
Ffor proofe whereof in the laſt warres 
betwene Thempo and ffrenche King, Bar- 
baroſſa the Turkes Admirall with an armie 
of viii Turkes landed in Provaunce: be- 
ing ſent at the ffrenche Kynges requeſt from 
the Turke to aide him againſt Thempo“: 
As for the Turkes puiſſaunce I neede not to 
rehearſe it; and the ffrenche Kynges folie 
in this behalfe declared itſelf. ffor whan 
he thought Thempo* to ſtronge for him, 
he made accompte that matching himſelf 
with one of more puiſſaunce, he. ſhulde the 
rather ſuppreſſe his enemie. but bicauſe 
he conſidered not that a ſtraunge Prince 
upon an uncertaine hope wolde be lothe to 
adventure any great power of his ſo ferre 
from him, that their retorne ſhulde be ei- 
ther deſperate or doubtfull, therfore he fail- 
ed in his ymaginacion, for the Turke ſent 
him but a ſmall power, more for a county- 
naunce of amitie than for amitie in dede. 
That armie travailed ferre, putt the frenche 
King to great chardges ; diſcovered his cun- 
rene N 
1 The Emperor. 
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trey, and did him no ſervice: 80 that it 
was + Magis nomen, quam preſidium. 

The contrarie whereof proved with 
Thempo” who through the amitie of his 
neighb': the King of Englande invaded 
ffraunce and compelled the ffrenche King 
to condiciones of advauntaige. 

For auncient or longe —— of 
amitie. What Prince ſo ever habandoneth 
the auncient amitie betwene him and an 
other, or betwene his familie and an other, 
putteth himſelf in great adventure, and 
may be aftre a maner reſembled to Eſopes 
water dogge, that covetting the ſhadowe 
loft the fleſhe: bicauſe that unto amitie 
there is none ſo great a myniſter as tyme, 
which being ones violated, without tyme 
againe can not be recovered, and ſeing that 
in Princes affaires many tymes a new frend- 
ſhip one waie, engendreth breache in olde 
amitie an other waie, it can not be choſen 
but the defyleng of that amitie muſt breede 
extreame diſpleaſer in the Prince that re- 
ceaveth the iniurie, whereof foloweth the 


more hate of an auncient aſſured frende for 
the 


+ Rather a name than a protection. 
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the uncertayne amitie = a newe nen 
0. bft 
The example Shelf hath. — well 
ſeenc in Lowys Sforza late Duke of Mylaine, 
who through his unkinde dealing with the 
Vonetians auncient approved frendes' unto 
his familie, fell into the handes of the laſt 
Lowys Frenche King: — en 
ſiniſmed his miſerable daies. 1 
For Religion, it is neviduric thi Princes 
that woll obſerve amitie be of one opinion. 
Otherwiſe it's. impoſſible the amitie ſhalde 
contyne we longet than neceſſitie compelleth 
thone or other to mainteigne it. For wheare 
arre eontrarie opinions ofireligion there can 
be no longe agreement. And there is no 


Prinee nor private man ſo * ſymple as if it 


laie in his power welde not 
whole worlde to believe as he deth. 

In dede the Turke within his Domynions 
compelleth no mat) to alter his religion, 
by reaſon whereof he is the more hable pea- 
ſablie to enioye ſo latge an Empire; But 
if he thought he might bringe all men to 
- ama Lawe (as he ſeeth the con- 

trarte) 


.* Of ſuch mean eſtate, 
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trarie) he wold uſe that rigo': in religion 
that he doth in other thinges. And there 
was never. greater folie ymagined than the 
Frenche Kinges deviſe of amitie with the 
Turke; for if the Turke obſerve not faithe 
to the Princes of his owne religion, but de- 
ſtroĩeth as many as comme ones under his 
power, what faith or amitie can he beare 
to a chriſtian Prince? So that if by the 
Turkes meanes the Frenche King might 
have extirped Thempo': (which was thende 
of this defired amitie) his owne deſtruccion 
muſt have folowed. For with the Turke, 
* Nulla ſancta ſocietas nec fides regni eſt, 

Finally for the Princes nature, if he be 
a good Prince his amitie muſt needes be 
preferred before the amitie of a Tyraune, 
bicauſe thone doth that willingely that 
thother never doth but of neceſſitie. 
| Wherfore I conclude thamitie of that 
Prince to be beſt, who is neereſt neighbo, 
moſt auncient frende, agreable of religion, 
and good of nature, | 
At the leaſt, if theſe 111j can not be 
founde in one Prince, than I thinke his 
amitie beſt, who is endued with moſt of 


them. 
W HE As 


No ſacred tie or public faith exiſt; 
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WHEATHER TT BE BETTER FOR 
A COMMON WEALTHE THAT 
THE POWER BE IN THE 
NOBILITIE OR IN THE 
COMMONALTIE. 


HE people of everie Monarchie or 
Realme is divided in twoe partes, 
thone nobilitie and the other commonaltie, 
in whom be twoo repugnant defires. The 
one to rule, and the other not to be ruled. 
And bicauſe the deſire of them prevaileth in 
whom the power conſiſteth, therefore our 
queſtion is, to whom that power is moſt 
convenient for the common wealthe ? 
Upon which queſtion dependeth this 
other. Wheather is more preiudiciall to 
the common wealthe the noble man that 
ſeeketh to mainteigne his aſtate, or the un- 
noble that ſeeketh to attaigne nobilitie. 
Or whoſe deſire is the greater, his that 
hath alreadie and feareth to looſe, or his 
that hath not and coveteth to gayne. 


In effect it hath been proved that the de- 


ſice of both is equal, ffor he that hath, 
thinketh he can not ſaufely enioye his one 
If he gett no more: and he that hath not 


muſt of neceſſitie ſeeke to have. And 
though 
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though this deſire be equall in itſelf, yet 


_ arr theffectes thereof unequall. For he 


that hath may gayne with eaſe, whereas he 
that hath not, can not well gayne with- 
out travaile ; in which travaile confiſteth 


the grounde of all civile policie. For if 


the necdic might attaigne their thinges 
without travaileng for them, or the weal- 
thie finde none eaſe in the richeſſe that 
they have travailed for, than ſhulde the 
worlde becomme barbarouſe for lacke of 
travaile. Wherfore lick as it is neceſſarie 


to conſtreigne the needeful to travaile, even 


ſo is it requiſite to mainteigne bim that by 
trayaile hath deſerved reſt, in power to reſt. 


For of Diligence and travaile nobilitie is 
growen, and as longe as either the noble 


man or the unnoble ſeeketh to mainteigne 
or attaigne by due meanes, ſo Jong is nei- 
therof them noyſome to the comon wealthe : 
but whan ſo ever either of them ſeeketh his 
purpoſe by power, and ſo growe into par- 
ties, than is the partie of the commons the 
more daungerouſe, for three ſpeciall cauſes; 
that is to wete their inconſtancie, perill, 
and ignoraunce. 


Firſt 
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_ Firſt that the moltitude is moſt incon- 
ſtant it is evident: for emonge many men 
arr many opinions, which breedeth con- 
fuſion, and though by perſuaſion or neceſ- 
ſitie they may agree, yet is it impoſſible 
their agreement ſhulde longe contytiewe. 
As for example. In the beginneng of the 
thirde Booke of the 111“ Decade of Titus 
Livius I reade that aftre the battaill of 
Traſimene whan Anniball came before Ca- 
pua, the commons of that Citie had their 
| Senatours and Magiſtrates in ſuch con- 
tempte, that the beſt of the towne feared 
to be ſlaine, and fo the Citie to be yetded 
unto Anniball. Of which matter Livie 
beginneth on this wiſe. Inde Capuani flec- 
tit iter, luxuriante longa felicitate atque 
indulgentia fortunæ. Maxime tamen in- 
ter corrupta omnia licentia plebis fine modo 
libertatem exercentis. inſomuch that Pa- 
cuvius Calavius one of the nobilitie there, 
to ſave both the Senate and the Citie, and 
| NM: 1 £0 


t He then turned his courſe towards Capua, grown 
delirious with continual happyneſs, and the indulgence 
of fortune. All order was ſubverted, by the licentiouſ- 
neſs of the people who exerciſed their liberty — 
any reaſonable meaſure. 
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ta wyone the pegple; deviſed this ſubtiltie. 
Firſt he perſuaded the Schatours to be or- 
dred by him, and ſa locked them up to- 
githers ip the Senate houſe. Than be cal- 


led the commons unto him, making an 


oracion to this effrct. That he knewe the 

juſt hate they bare againſt their rulers: 
Which moved him to procure. a. meane 
bowe they might without, their owne. perill 
be: avenged on them. Wherfore by, his 
awne policie he bad made them ſure in the 
Senate, and wokde bringe them foorthe to 
be: punithed- at the peoples indgement ac- 
cording to their demerites. Whereof the 
people wondrefully reioyſed. But than he 
perſwaded them it was. neceſſarie to do tw/oo 
thinges at ones, one to diſpatche the olile 
Senate and the other to chooſe a newe Se- 
natours or ener they executed the olde, 
Whereupon he cauſed. the Senato“ names 
to be: put into. a pott, and ſo taken out by 
one and one at adrenture. 

The firſt Senatour whoſe name happened 
to be drawen was brought foorthe, and 
with an open crie of the people condemp- 
ed. Nowe qd. Pacuvius. ye have, iudged 


him, chooſe. one in. his place. Of which 
election 
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eleckiom Livie writeth thus. + Primo fi- 


lentem erat, inopitr potioris ſubiziciundi. 
'Deinde cum aliquis omiſſa verecundia 


qutmpiam nominaſſet, multo major exem- 


Po- clamor oriebatur, cum alii negarent 
noſſe, alfi nunc ptobra; nunc humilitatem, 
ſörtilamqde! inopiam, et pudende artis aut 
queſtus genus obijcerent. Hoc multo 
thapis in ſecondò ac tertio Senatore factum 
eſt. So that at leingth for lack of better 


they wete contented to keepe their olde, 
a td ſtande to Pacuvius diſcrecion, and 
tb this effect infinite examples may be al- 
ledged that nothing is more inconſtant 


than tlie moltitude. 

Ian for tlie perill none is to be com- 
pared to the freneſie of the people, for liek 
as” if à madde man gett the ſwearde in 
| bande, he. is like not only to miſchief 
M 2 others 


-. + Firſt a ſilence prevailed; for want of knowing a 
better ſubject to propoſe, But afterwards ſhame being 
ſet apart, a candidate was named; when a general and 
loud clamot arofe, He was unknown to ſome ; while 
others objſected to his vices, his lowneſs of condition, 
his foul indipence, his ſhameful family or profeſſion! 
The tumult encreaſed as ne perſons were propoſed. 
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others but alſo bimſelf, even ſo fareth it 
by the commons, if they ones attaigne the 
power, they deſtroĩe both the nobilitie and 
themſelfes. Example of the Jaquerie that 
ſprange in Beauvoyſine, and. other cuntreys 
of Fraunce the yeare 1358, of whom Froy- 
farte i in the 182 chapiter of his firſt volume, 
ſaieth theſe wordes. Theſe miſchevous 


| people thus aſſembled without Capitaigne 


or Armure, robbed brent and ſlewe all gen- 
tlemen that they could laie handes on, and 


forced and raviſhed ladies, and damoiſelles 


and did ſuch ſhamefull. dedes that no hu- 
mayne creature ought to thioke on any 
ſuch. Which rage if they had prevailed 
in, they wolde at leingth have, converted 
upon themſelfes, whan the gentlemen had 


been utterly deſtroied. I might bringe a 


nombre of examples as well 2 our owne 
nacion as of others to this effect, but none 
more crewell than the Jaquerie. 

Thirdely for ignoraunce, the moltitude 
utterly knoweth nothing, and though 
ſomme examples of good ſucceſſe may be 
alledged for the populare aſtates, yet if they 
be well ſought, it ſhall appeare they never 
proceaded of wiſedome but of neceffitie. 

And 
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And than comparing thinconveniences that 
happened before the neceſſitie to the ſuc- 
ceſſes that have folowed, it ſhall be founde 
that the wiſedome learned of neceſſitie is 
derely bought. Even the Swizzers that 
deſtroied their gentlemen in a daie, and 
that nowe glorie moſt in their popularitie, 
both have had of late yeres and muſt needes 
have ſhortely the like yll fortune that hath 
happened unto Athenes F lorence and ſuch 
other. 

Wherfore I en it is impoſſible 
any aſtate ſnulde longe proſper wheare the 
power is in the commonaltie, for liek as it 
becommeth neither the man to be governed 
of the woman nor the maſter of the ſer- 
vaunt, even ſo in all other regimentes it is 
not convenient the inferiour ſhulde have 
power to direct the ſuperiour, bicauſe that 
of power proceadeth commaundement and 
of commaundement execucion. 

It may be ſaied, it hath been often ſcene | 
by experience that through the covetouſe- 
nes of the nobilitie the commons have been 
oppreſſed, ſo that for the diſordinate appe- 
tites of a fewe the moltitude hath ſuffered : 
which ſeemeth a greater evill than that the 
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fewe ſhulde ſuffer for the moltitude, where 
foro if the power were in the commonaltie 


the magiſtrates wolde alwaies be the more 


carefull to bridell thexceſſe of the nobilitie 


and to adyaunce the publike wealthe, 
Which argument in dede were verie good 
in cace they lde alwaies mainteigne their 
civile lawes and the orderes of their magiſ 
trates inviolate, but what papulare aſtate 
can he redge of that hath xxx yeres tagi- 
ther eſchewed ſees, ſedicion, and com» 
mocions in ſuch ſorte as ones within thoſe 
Xxx yeres the whole aſtate hath not been in 
daunger of ſubverſion? And than muſt I 


aſke, wheather is more peſtilont to the 


common wealthe the tyrannie of a fewe, 
ar the ſubverſion of thaſtate ? 


1 muſt confeflt there he twao aotadla 
evilles that in a maner growe af ardinarie 


in the nobilitie, with the one whereaf the 
commons arr offended and with the other 
grieved. The firſt is ambicion and the ſe- 
conde tyrandie: which arc both ſo united 

that lightlie thone folaweth thother. 
Whan ſo ever the noble man ar Magiſ- 
trate uſeth the place of his calling for him- 
= _— _— to the inferiaut forte, 
than 
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than waxeth he ambieiouſe, the mayntes“ 
naunee whereof engetidtecth tyrannie: that 
is to ſaie practiſe of unlawful gayne br ere 
ell handeling of his infeributs: Whete- 
fore Macchiavegli in his diſcour fes of the 
libertie of a common wealthe determineth, 
that in caces of exttemĩtie wheare the ma- 
giſtrates or Nobilitie ufe this tytannie, the 
oommociones of the people arr neceffarie, 
to mitigate thexceſſe of the great mennes 
ambicion. And in the greateſt extremities 
in dede it ſeemeth to have ſomme reaſons 
as in the neceſſitie of the poore Atheniens 
whan Solon was made Pretor, or the like 


of the Rothaynes wiki they rebelled and 


went to the Rolie Bil wheare' Menenius 
Agrippa appeaſed them. But otherwiſe 
-thambicion and tyrannie of the nöbilitie 
were much more tolerable than the info- 
| lence, inconſtancie, perill and ignoraunce 
of the moltitude. For theſe faultes of the 
——— arr nothing comparable to thoſe 
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aſtate 3 with them 1 in- 
violate. Whereas if the moltitude prevaile 
ones in power, all goeth to confuſion, the 
aſtate is ſubverted, everie mannes proper- 
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tie, his poſſeſſion and goodes arr altered: 
and they themſelfes never retorne to order 
but by neceſſitie. | 
In the monarchie or aſtate of: a prince, 
if the Prince be good, liek as he keepeth 
his commons voide of power, even ſo he 
preſerveth them from the tyrannie of the 
nobilitie, ffor he is the ſame bridell in 
power over his nobilitie, that the nobilitie 
is over the commons: and teudeth aswell 
to the rule of the one as to the preſerva- 
cion of the other. 

And though he were a Tyraune, yet I | 
ſaie his tyrannie is more tollerable than the 
tyrannie of the nobilitie in the aſtate of 
Optimates, wheare in ſteade of one there 
be many Tyrannes, ffor the propertie of a 
T yranne is, not to ſuffer within his power 
any moo Tyrannes than himſelf. And if 
the tyrannie of the nobilitie, as I have ſaid 
before be more tollerable than thinſolence 
of the moltitude, much more tollerable than 
is the Princes tyrannie than the commons 
power. 

Wherfore I conclude that it is better for 
the common wealthe, the power be in the 


nobilitie than i in the commonaltie. | 
we Neither 
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Neither do I meane that for the daun- 
gers rehearſed, the commons ſhulde be ſo 
kepte down, as the wretched commons of 
ſomme other cuatreys be, but I wolde their 
| diſcipline and education ſhulde be ſuch, 
that the only name of their Prince ſhulde 


make them to tremble, which they wolde 


never regarde, if either the power were in 
them or that they feared not a ſuperiour 
power. For if they have but fo much li- 
bertie as to talke of the Princes cauſes and 
of the reaſon of the Lawes, at ones they 
ſhewe their deſire not to be ruled, whereof 
groweth contempte and conſequentlie diſ- 
obedience the moother of all erroures. - 


To 
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10. the KINGES Ma" 


TPON fridaie laſt, Mr. Throgniertot 


me, and delivered me withall the notes of 
certein diſcourſes, which according to your 
highnes commaundement I ſhall moſt glad- 
ly applic ; to ſeed you one everie weeke if 
it be poſſible for me in ſo litle tyme to 
eompaſſe it: as in verie dede it were more 
than eaſie;; if the daily ſervice of myne of- 


fice required not the great travaile and n- 5 


gence that it doth. 
And bicauſe he tolde me your Ma.“ wold 
. firſt heare myne opinion tooching the re- 


_ formacion of the coyne, albeit that I think 


myſelf both unmeete and unhable to give 
any iudgement in ſo great and weightie a 


matter, without the counſaill and adviſe of 


others, yet ſyns it is your highnes pleaſer 
to have it ſecret (which I do much com- 
mende) I therfors am the bolder to entre- 

priſe 


* This is one of the eſſays atludedto in the Preface. 


declared your Ma. pleaſer unto 


f 
t 
[ 
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priſe the declaracion of my ſantaſiai truſting 
that upon this grounde better deviſes and 
better effect may enſus than my heade alone 
can contrive, 

And bicauſe Mr. Throgmarton i is abſent, 
I haye delivered it thus ſealed to Mr. Fita 
williams to feliver unto your Ma. as it 
were a thinge from the Counſaill. Aſſure. 
ing your highnes that no creature lyviog is 
or ſhalbe privie either to this or to any of 
the reſt through me. Which I do keepe 
ſa ſecret to this ende, that your Ma“ may 
utter theſe matters as of your one ſtudie: 
whereby it ſhall have the greater creadite 
with your Counſaill. As for the daunger 
to be authour of a newe thinge (Which wban 
the tourne commeth I ſhall declare at 
leingth) I haye a wandrefull confidence of 
ſuretie in your goodneſſe. But at the worſte 
J eſteeme my lief leſſe than the ſervice of 
my Prince and Cuntrey, 7 

I necde nat to rehearſe the private reſ- 
pectes that ſhulde move your Ma.“ to the 
reformacion of yaur coyne, but if there were 


no moo reaſons me ſeemeth the neceſſarie 
latisfaction of your people in one kinde is 
2 ſyffigient argument. 


* « %\ # # # Sw 
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plato in his dialoge of Hipparchus De 


lueri cupiditate, affirmeth that all men na- 
turally deſire gaine, and aftre this maner 
he proveth it. FOmnes homines bonum ap- 
petunt, Et quia Lucrum utile eſt, Utile 
vero bonum, Omnes natur lucrum appe- 
tunt, r hec A r naturalis lau- 
danda eſt. 

- I woll not diſpute of the differences or- 
dinate and diſordinate in this deſire, but it 


is manifeſt that all men deſire gaine, and 


whan they want the chiefeſt thinge, they 
covett to-gayne, than their defire kendleth, 


and becommeth viciouſe ; which engen- 


dreth infinite inconveniences. 
Nowe to prove that your Ma.“ ſubieReg 


wante their moſt deſire, I thinke no man | 


woll denie that golde and filver arr the 
ſweeteſt ſruicte of all gaine, not for itſelf, 
bet” bicauſe the having and uſe thereof 
bringeth man in maner to everie thinge 
that he defiteth: And bicaufe there is no 


one thinge can ferve him to ſo many pur- . 


poſes : therefore of conſequence there is 
no one CRY __ wah Can 1 much de- 


—_—* If 


+ All men ſeek good, gain is aletul, and what is 
uſeful :is good, therefore all men ſeek gain, and the 


perſuit of it is natural and laudable. 


| 
| 
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If than your ſubiectes wante both golde 
and ſylver, howo can their deſire be quiett ? 
Perhappes it: ſhalbe anſwered, they wante 
no mooney, they have ſylvet in a kinde, 
yea and lde to, AK oP" _ it 
Hats: 1552 5 
To that I ts" "Firſt for their money 
they eſteeme it ſo litle, that they woll em- 
ploie. it. to great diſadvauntaige rather than 
keepe it: which breedeth multitude of 
bargaines and utter ö on Ws 
needie. 

Aud for ſylver they have it in dede in 
fock a kinde as..they neither eſteeme it for 
ſylver, nor can without great loſſe uſe it for 
6 > = 
As for golde, ” there be any quantitie 
remaigneng (as ſomme men thinke but 
ſmall] it can not comme to light, bicauſe 
that liek as the value of our money doth 
daylie decaie, ſo doth the golde enereaſe to 
ſueh value, that; lieng ſtill it amounteth 
above the revenewes of any lande. And he 
that ſhall lyve x11 moonethes ſhall ſee that 
an old Aungell ſhall in value and eſtima- 
cion, wante litle of xxs of our curtant moo- 


ney, if proviſion be not had the rather. 
Thus 


[4947 
Thus in myne opinion it appearetir that 
the peoples chicfed deſiro ſhall keridle (if 
it. be not 4 whoato alreatio) and at leingth 
muſt nedes buene, for. moſt commonly 
they ſeole and ſmnanto or ey undreſtande- 
And the more plage it is a great dene, 
by reaioa that, not the mane poop lo only, 
bue the myddle ſorte and th greateſt db 
— no eeds.-: iq 
Conclude than · that of extreame neceſſitie 
dirnoynerentt be reformetand- that: We 
out delaye. | 


Vo- MY: Sag dounden. 8 Serv" 


5 Pleaceth your Higline, as I ſaietl at the 
firſt, though Iido ſtutie theſe diſeourſus and 
am right: glad to write” ther beſt opinions 
that I can gather, yet I: menned: noti to ib 
ſuch a director as were: not glad himſelł᷑ / to 
carne. Neither do I truſt myne autkoures 
ſo much, as not to niſtruſt contrat ie ſacs 
oeſſts:boilt to their rules and to their ex. 
amples; Nevettheleſſe' ſyns, thut provis 
denes whieh man may attaigte ini thinges 
is had by ſtudĩe of rules and examples (for 


he 


+ Hot, 
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he bieth it deere that hath it only by expe- 
riencs), moſt happie is be in all regimentes 
that knoweth moſt argumentes to chooke 
the beſt in doubtfull caces, wherfore I ſhall 
moſt humbly beſeche your highnes to take 
my ſtudie as a pike or a quarell to a deeper 
matter, and with my good will ſo to ſup- 
plis my lacke that though I appeare ſommo- 
time either too vehement er too much aſſu - 
red, yet that I be not therfare condemp- 
ned ſyns it is not I, but the mattor as-I 
take it, And wheare in dede E as ſamme 
what earneſt for the reformacion of, the 
coyne wherein it pleaſed your Mate to cam- 
maunde myne opinion, trulie my Zealt to 
my quntrey did fo pricke me; that I couldo 
not forbeare to exclayme againſt the faultes 
lick as for the redreſſe. I am not yet diſ- 
ſuaded from my deviſe, ffor though I un- 
dreſtande there be other argumeates,, per- 


chaunce better than myne, yet I lyke not 


his opinion that in this cace groundeth him- 
ſelf of, Malè bene conditum ne moveas, ffor 
male it is in dede, but conditum it is not, 
and bene it woll never be, Wherfore ne- 
ceſſe eſt moveri. And this I darr ſtande to 
in argument, that wheare I deviſed an ex- 
- action 
Do not meddle with an error that is well eſtabliſhed. 
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action of x11d in the pounde, if the mooney 
thus contyne we, your Made by reaſon of the 
myntes ſhall exacte above vi: of the pounde, 
and yet be undoon yourſelf at leingth, on- 
leſſe ye purchaſe lande withall. 

And wheather it hath made your Ma“ 
riche or no I can not tell, but I am ſute this 
coynaige ſyns the firſt beginneng hath ex- 
ated. upon your ſubiectes alreadie above 
III“ in the pounde. As for their frivole 


reaſons that alledge 111 partes of the 1111, 


through the realme to fare the better by it, 
Iwoll not ſaie that either they undreſtande 
litle of policie or elles they wolde be glad 
to becomme commoners themſelfes, but 
this I darr avowe there is not one of an 
hundreth, no not one of an C, M that i is 
contented with this coyne. | 
* Helas can we ſuffer neither faulte 
nor remeadie, neither warre nor peace ? | 


Your Mae moſt humble ſervaunt. 


Win Jonas, 


* Alas. 


MY PRIVATE OPINION TOOCH- 
ING YOUR MA. OUTWARDE 
AFFAIRES AT THIS PRESENT. 
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MY PRIVATE OPINION TOOCHING 
YOUR MA OUTWARDE AF 
FAIRES AT THIS PRESENT. 


HAT cace your Maas, aſtate is in, 
doubt not but yourſelf doth un- 
dreſtande, and though I knowe there be a 
nombre about your highnes hable both to 
care for the remedie of that that is amyſle, 
and alſo to prevent the ymmynent perilles 
neceſſarie to be forſeene; yet bicauſe me 
ſeemeth ſomme dull effectes prove in thinges 
that ought to have greater lief, therfore 
having diſcourſed ſommewhat on tyme, my 
bounden conſcience provoketh me to utter 
myne opinion in preſente thinges. Which 
I moſt humbly beſeche your Male to ac- 
cepte as offered not of any purpoſe either 
to preferre myne invencions before the do- 
inges of wiſer men, or to accuſe any for 
neglecting their duties in theſe caces: but 
only of the earneſt affection I have both 
unto our common wealthe, and alſo unto 
N 2 your 
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your highnes on whom our wealthe de- 
pendeth. 

Tyme was in the daies of your father of 
famouſe memorie, that this aſtate being 
dradde of all our neighbours needed not to 
eſteeme any of them more than itſelf was 
eſteemed. But nowe the cace is ſo altered 
that bicauſe we arr both hated and con- 
'tempned of them all, we for lack of our 
owne eſtimacion muſt either eſteeme them 


and redeeme our eſtimacion or elles 


peariſhe. 
And bicauſe there be infinite reaſons that 


thretten us with warre almoſt on everie 
 hande: therfore it is to be forſeene (as I 
have written in the diſcourſe of Princes 
amitie) that we fall not into ſuch a warre ; 
as either we muſt be a praie to thenemie, 
or elles throwe ourſelfes into the lappe of a 
deere purchaſed frende: thone and other 
being equallie preiudiciall unto us. For 
the remedie whereof one of twoo thinges 
muſt þe wonne, either frendeſhip to helpe 
us, or tyme to make ourſelfes ſtronge, 


As 
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As for frendeſhip I ſee not which waie 
any is to be gotten, without either our ex- 
treame diſadvauntaige, or the denyeng of 
our faith : neither of which is tollerable, 
And as I believe it is impoſſible we ſhulde 
have any perfict amitie with any foreyn 


Prince that diſſenteth from us in Religion, 


fo bicauſe we have no neighbour of uniforme 
religion, I determyne we can finde no 
frende; whoſe amitie is to be truſted, 
Wherfore we muſt of force tourne us unto 
tyme to ſee howe much we may wynne 


thereof: and what we may wynne withall. 


And bicauſe neither is our force fo ordred, 
that we may truſt thereby to wynne our 
tyme nor our treaſure ſuch as may purchaſe 
it: therfore our extreameſt ſhifte is to 
worke by policie. 

We have twoo puiſſaunt Princes to deale 
withall. The frenche King a doubtfull 
frende, and Themp' a diſſembling foo. 
The one hath doon us alreadie difpleaſer : 
and the other we arr ſure woll do it if he 
can. For what quarell hath he to the Ger- 
maynes but Religion? Wherein he hath 

N 3 ſworne 


— 
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ſworne rather to ſpende his lief than not to 
reduce it to his owne maner. And whan 
he ſhall have overcommen thoſe fewe that 
reſt (which arr of ſmall accompte in reſpect 
of his power) wheare ſhall he ende his fu- 
rie but againſt us? 

I wote well, ſomme arr of opinion that 
Maydelburgh with the confederate Cities 
ſhall keepe him occupied awhile. Somme 
other adde that the Germaynes arr not yet 
wonne to the papiſticall ſecte, and ſomme 
other reaken upon the Turkes commyng 
into Hungarie: All which (ſaie they) arr 
impedimentes ſufficient to occupie Them- 
po” mynde from medling with us. I like 
thoſe reaſons well : beſeching God they 
may prove as trewe as they be ſpoaken ; 
but I am perſuaded by argumentes of great- 
er efficacie that Thempo* eſteemeth this 
matter of Maydelburgh verie litle ; and 
much Jeſſe the Germayne proteſtauntes, 
and leaſt of all the Turke: the reaſons 
whereof arr to longe nowe to diſcourſe ; So 
that I feare me he ſhall have ſooner brought 
his purpoſes thoſe waies to paſſe, than we 
ſhalbe well advertiſed of it. Wherfore 
(thinke 


( 183 ] 


(thinke I) we have great cauſe to miſtruſt 
both his practiſes and himſelf. | 


On the other fide the Frenche King is. 


alreadie in poſſeſſion of Scotlande and prac- 
tiſeth in Irelande amongeſt a people that 
loveth libertie : and that for everie ſmall 
hope of gayne wolbe readie to revolte : 
Wherein if he ſhulde prevaile we might rea- 
ken ourſelfes beſieged. So that the one 
and other rekened we arr not only haban- 


doned of all freendes that may ſtande us in 


ſteade: but in maner environned of ene- 
mies. 

Thus I have caſt the perill of the worſte, 
to thentent the worſte ſhulde be provided 
for: the beſt woll helpe itſelf. 

And bicauſe the tyme doth yet ſerve us 
to practiſe, having no enemye that hitherto 
hath taken the ſwearde in hande, ther- 
fore as we may nowe common to put them 
in hope of thinges that we meane not, and 


thereby wynne tyme both to provide us of 


mooney and to ordre our men. So whan 
tyme ſhall drawe either of their ſweardes 
and we unprovided (as puttly we arr) than 


muſt we either peariſhe, or be a praie to 
N 4 thone 


Dre 
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thone of them: or at the beſt receave in- 
tollerable condicions. For (ſaie what men 
woll) our power without ſomme frende- 
ſhip is of ſmall ſubſtaunce: Yea though 
we were all as good ſubjectes as Edwarde 
- the thirde had ; whereas nowe I feare me 
there be aswell holowe as hole hertes to be 
founde. | 2” 
And albeit that our quarell is in God, 
and God our quarell, who never fayleth 
them that truſt in him yet foraſmuch as 
wickedneſſe raigneth in the middeſt of us, 
liek as we ſhulde not miſtruſt the goodneſſe 
of God, ſo ought we neither to neglect that 
policie that may helpe us: to advoide the 
| like captivitie that for wickedneſſe happen- 
ed to thelect people of Iſrael]. | 


And this is my deviſe, 


Your Mate ſhall either write or ſende 
ſomme truſtie mann with creadite to Them- 
po* declaring unto him (as he knoweth al- 
readie) in what ſorte the Frenche King hath 
obteigned Scotlande, and howe he practi- 
ſeth in Irelande, purpoſeng in your tender 


yeres to oppreſſe your Realme and ſubiectes. 
And 
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And albeit that ye miſtruſt not Thempo® 
perfict and ſincere amitie, yet to thende 
you wolde ioigne in a ſtraighter maner, ye 
wolde gladly knowe what his Made wolde 
require of you, on covenaunt that if the 
Frenche King ſhulde nowe breake with 
your highnes ye might be ſure he ſhulde 


- . alſo breake with Fraunce on his parte: and 


generally be freendes to freendes and ene- 
mies to enemies. 

No doubt he wolde herken to ſuch a 
meſſaige, and with the firſt wolde demaunde 
alteracion of Religion, which I thinke 
ſhulde be the principall poin& of the trea- 
tie for his parte. 

Wherfore as the tyme ſerved, I wolde 
wiſhe the communycacien thereof not to 
be refuſed: and the matter to be diſſem- 
bled with ſuch practiſes of delaies as may 
beſt ſerve to the wynneng of tyme where- 
of your Mate ſhall gather twoo commodi- 
ties. | 

One that by keeping Thempo' in hope 
of alteracion he may happen to ceaſe from 
working of that miſchief towardes you and 
your Realme, that the meane tyme he wolde 


ſurely go about, 
78 And 
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And the other the Frenche King may 
have cauſe fo to doubt this leage that I.be- 
lieve he ſhall not offer to diſturbe you : 
Which in dede were a great matter. By 


meane whereof your Mate ſhulde not only 
gett tyme more and more to eſtabliſhe Re- 


ligion within your Realme : but alſo to 


putt your ſubiectes in a readineſſe, and to 
provide you of mooney againſt the tyme of 
hoſtilitie. And if the tyme may ſo longe 
be wonne that Thempo” die (whole lief can 
not longe endure) your Mate ſhall not only 
be free of this praiſe, but alſo free_of 
Fraunce who ſurely ſhall have. enough to 
do that waie. | 


As for the Frenche King : we have peace 
with him and no cauſe of breache, but if 
he pyke a quarell to breake: his hope of 
gayne ſhall be ſo great that I ſee no reaſon- 
able overture of our parte ſufficient to ap- 
peaſe him. And than it is neceſſarie to 
thretten, that ye wolde rather yelde in con- 
diciones to Thempo' than endure ſo uniuſt 
a warre as he for greedineſſe ſhall beginne. 
And if the doubt of that agreement ſtoppe 
him not: I can not deviſe what ſhulde ſtaie 


him, but our owne weapon. | 
For 
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For Scotlande I have no hope of good 


but one. That the Governour by our 
compforth may be entyſed totakethecrowne 


upon him. If by us he may be thereunto 


_ perſuaded ; we ſhall not only eſtabliſhe a 
puiſſaunt frende to ourſelfes but alſo a per- 
petuall enemie to Fraunce. The comm- 
paſeng whereof had neede to be handled 
both verie ſecretly and prudently. 
For Irelande if there be iuſt cauſe of ſuſ- 
picion that any of thoſe Lordes ſhulde re- 
volte: Lett ſomme meane be deviſed to call 
them or the chiefeſt of them hither as ſhort- 
ly as may be, and here lett them be well 
entretaigned till the next Sommer be ſpent, 
in which tyme their trouthe ſhalbe tried, 
and beſides that their entretaignement may 
alter their malice, if there be any: or at 
the leaſt eſtabliſhe their allegeaunce. 

For Denmarke. Albeit the King is of 
our Religion and the cuntrey both, yet 
they were never our frendes, and onleſſe 


we were more hable with money to hyre 


them than Thempo' or Frenche King arr : 
lett us never hope good of them. For na- 
turally they arr given to the gayne and of 


all 
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all ſpoyles they deſire the ſpoyle of our na- 
cion. So that with litle mooney they may 
be hired againſt us, wheare a great deale 
of our mooney ſhall ſkarſely cauſe them to 
ſytt ſtill, 2 

Nevertheleſſe I thinke it were not amyſſe 
to practiſe with them: aslonge as it torne 
not to our diſadvauntaige. 

Obiĩectiones that may be arge wed to the 
contrarie. 

To my deviſe of practiſe with Thempor 
I may be anſwered that it is daungerouſe for 
111 cauſes. 1 

One that the knowledge of this practiſe 
ſhall encouraige the papiſtes of this Realme 
to be the more obſtinate. 

An other that if it be knowen to May- 
delburgh and the other powers that pre- 
ſently defende our Religion it ſhalbe both 
a diſcouraige to them, and a ſklaunder to 
us. 

And chirdely that whan Thempo' ſhall 
perceave our dalyaunce with him, it ſhall 
ſett him all on fyre wheare nowe he is but 
warme. 

To the firſt I replie that if we quayled 


in our proceadinges at home the papiſtes 
might 
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might take couraige : but folowing ear- 
neſtly as we have begonne, lett them hope 
what they woll ; thende ſhall chaunge their 
myndes ; and the meane while they ſhall 
neither do nor talke. 

And to the ſeconde, though we wolde. 
we arr not hable to aide Maydelburgh and 
their felowes aswell for the diſtaunce as for 
our one neceſſitie: having enough to do 
to ſave ourſelfes. So that they can take 
no diſcouraige wheare they can hope-no 
ſuccour. And for ſklaunder it can be none; 
oneleſſe the ſklaunderouſe effect folowe : 
which ſhalbe no parte of our meaning. And 
if weeſteeme the worldlie fame, at the worſte 
the greater nombre (I mean the papiſtes) 
ſhall praiſe us for the tyme. 

To the thirde poinct Thempo' is alreadie 
ſo warme that if his fyre might kendle us 
we ſhulde all burne. And looke for none 
other, but whan ſo ever his tyme ſerveth, 
he woll make us ſmoake in dede. Wher- 
fore if any thinge be to be wonne of him, 
it is only tyme: which ſhalbe yll handled 
if it be not drawen one x11 or xy moonthes 
longe. And if we beginne not this prac- 


tiſe or Maydelburgh be wonne, Thempo* 
| woll 
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woll aftrewardes proceade with us by a ma- 
ner of commaundement rather than by trea- 
tie: ffor whan the ſwearde is ſhaken over 
our heades, than ſhall it be too late for us 
to talke. At the worſt what hurte can we 
take by this practiſe? Common as much as 
they lyſt,” as longe as they be not hable to 
compell us: ſo longe we neede not to yelde 
in any thinge unto them. And if they 
may compell than there is no boote. So 
that whereas good may comme to us of our 
practiſe divers waies, I can not fee which 
waie any hurte may growe of it at all. 


For Scotlande, it may be ſaied, what 
perill were it if the Frenche King [ſhulde 


knowe our practiſe and take diſpleaſer 


againſt us? I anſwere the fame perill that 


he is in with us for practiſing in Irelande: 
being ſuch as ye may be ſure ſhalbe no cauſe 
of warre. Yea it may happen to ſett ſuch 
a brooyle betwene the governour and him 
as may bringe them by the. eares in dede. 


And as for the conqueſt of Scotlande lett 


us never looke for it. For if we were not 
hable to: conquere it whan we had to do 


with it alone, much lefſe hable arr we 


nowe: 
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nowe: whan we muſt either conquer 
Fraunce or forbeare Scotlande. 

Mary for the Iriſhe Lordes there is perill 
unleſſe the matter may be ſo handled that 
they may comme by waie of entreatie, de- 
viſed upon perſuaſion of amitie : which if 
it may be brought to paſſe ſhall ſerye much 
to' the purpoſe. Otherwiſe it may be the 
cauſe to make them revolte, if they per- 
ceave themſelfes to be ſuſpected. 

For the Realme here within foloweth 
Twoo thinges arr principallie to be applied. 
The readinefle of men and a maſſe of 
mooney. - 

Preparacion doth not only diſcouraige 
thenemye, but alſo encouraige the ſubiect: 
who ſuſteigneng a ſoddayne warre onlook- 
ed for waxeth immediately tymerouſe: 
wheare being warned he waxeth hardie. 

A people in Illiria, called Acarnaii were 
thretned to be deftroied by their neigh- 
boures the Ætoli, inſomuch that deſperate- 
ly they armed from the age of xv to Lx, as 
many as coulde beare armure : ſwearing 
never to retourne vainquiſhed, and did 
not only covenaunt that if any fledde from 

| the 
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the battail they ſhulde neither have lodg- 
ing nor vittaill with any of their nacion at 
home: but alſo praied their neighbours the 


Epiroti that if they were ſlayne they wolde 


burie them all in one place with this Epi- 
raph. | 


Hic ſiti ſunt Acarnanes, qui adverſus 
vim atque iniuriam Ztolorym pro patria 
pugnantes mortem occubuerunt. 


By reaſon of which determinacion the 


Etoli for all their puiſſaunce gave them 


over and ſuffred them to lyve in quiett. 
And ſo it fareth by them that in like ex- 
tremities do valiauntely provide for the 
worſte. Wherfore myne opinion is that 
your Mas ſhulde immediately cauſe muſ- 
teres to be taken throughout the Realme 
to ſee firſt what everic mann can make. 
And lett nothing be undoon that may ſerve 
to have men readie in all eventes, though 


: that thoſe 
ſubiectes 


ye ſhulde never neede man. . the worſte 
f 


this one profit ſhall growe d 
| | . 


Wu * 

m Here lay the Arcananes, who fell while defending 

their country, againſt the power and injuſtice of the 
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ſubieQes which have their heades occupied 


with civile commociones, miſtruſting 


ſomme outwarde warre ſhall the leſſe thinke 


on the miſchiefes at home, and the out- 
warde enemie ſhall have leſſe minde to of- 
fende, wheare he ſeeth preparacion of de- 


fence. 4 


On the other fide ett no waie be omitted 
that may bringe in mooney to make ſuch 
a maſſe as may ſerve the neede, and whan 
ye have it ſpende no peny of that propor- 
cion what ſo ever ſhift be made for your 
ordinarie chardges. This doon I thinke 
your enemies ſhall either ſuffre your Ma- 
ieſtic in peace, or at the worſte have ſmall 
adyauntaige of you in warre, 


Now I have ſaid my fooliſhe opinion 


toochyng y*. highnes exteriour affaires, 1 


ſhall eft ſoones "moſt humblie beſeche y 
Mai if I have ſpoken any thinge impru- 


dently to take my ſymple meanyng in good 


parte. For gs my deſire is to advaunce y* 
highnes affaires if it Jaie in my power, ſo 
if of my deviſe any contrarie ſucceſſe ſhulde 

0 F happen 
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Thiere Ve thinges alf alfo in che prelent ci⸗ 
vile gobetnaunce tflat in myne "opinion 
might be amended, wherein if y“ Maiefty 
commannde me I half gladly utter Laber 
thinke, n O; nd M 2 170 1482 
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